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OPENING   
Jesus is the Greatest Of All Time.  Yes, we have heroes in various sports who have performed far above the 
average player, but only one is the Champion for the ages and He is Jesus Christ.  This week we are continuing our 
series based upon the book of Hebrews, but this week we are looking at the Gospel of John.  The story here is 
about Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha.  This family were followers of Jesus and He often spent time 
with them at their home in Bethany, near Jerusalem.  The theme deals with discouragement and disappointment 
when what we have dreamed of suddenly is sidelined or destroyed altogether.  We don’t have to be disappointed 
and drift away from Jesus.  With firm faith and perseverance, we can stand with Jesus and have the foundation we 
need to move beyond our broken dreams 
 
SCRIPTURE1 
John 11:1   Now a man named Lazarus was sick.  He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
John 11:3-4   So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”  But when Jesus heard about it he 
said, “Lazarus’ sickness will not end in death.  No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will 
receive glory from this.” 
John 11:16-17   Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 
die with him.”  On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 
John 11:21-27   “Lord,”  Martha said to Jesus, “if only you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”  Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”  “Yes,” 
Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day.”  “I am the resurrection and the life.  Anyone 
who believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?”  “Yes, Lord,” she told him.  “I have always believed you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into the world from God.”   
John 11:32-33   When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.”  When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep 
anger welled up within him, and he was deeply troubled.   
John 11:35   Jesus wept.  
John 11:39   “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them.  But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has 
been dead for four days.  The smell will be terrible.” 
John 11:43-44   Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!”  And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 
in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth.  Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him go!” 
John 11:25-26   I am the resurrection and the life.  Anyone who believes in me will live even after dying.  Everyone 
who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.  Do you believe this? 
 

OBSERVATION 
When Lazarus became ill, his sisters sent a message to Jesus asking Him to come quickly and save him 
from death.  But Jesus lingered for several days before heading toward Bethany.  His disciples were 
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concerned and urged Him to begin the journey, but Jesus answered them by saying that Lazarus was 
only sleeping, not dead, and would be raised for the glory of God.  And this was just what happened.  
The problem was, news of this miracle, witnessed by many, spread around Israel and further aroused 
anger and fear in the religious leaders. Jesus’ popularity was his own worst enemy as the Priests, 
Pharisees  and Sadducees plotted ever more fervently for his death. 
Question:  When have you experienced a broken dream and believed that Jesus lingered in responding 
to you? 
 
APPLICATION     
Mary and Martha were devastated by Lazarus’ death especially because they thought Jesus would arrive 
and heal him.  Can we imagine their disappointment when that did not happen?  They had dreams of 
many more years with Lazarus and also with Jesus, but, while the first one came true, the second dream 
would be cruelly broken soon enough.  Life is full of disappointments, isn’t it?  Our team lost, we didn’t 
get the job, or we didn’t make the sale.  It can also be full of grief like the loss of a loved one, a major 
health problem or financial collapse. That’s when we can become disappointed with God because it 
feels like He isn’t listening or He has abandoned us.   
Question:  When have you experienced a major tragedy?  How did you react? To whom did you turn for 
relief from the pain?  Would you react in the same way now? 
Question:  When have you doubted God?  What did that experience reveal to you? 
Three people suffered broken dreams in this story.  One was Thomas, whose dreams were broken by 
doubt.  “Why did God allow something to happen?”  Or Mary whose dreams were broken by 
discouragement?  “Why did Lazarus have to die?”  Or Martha, whose dreams were broken by delay?  
Jesus wept at the terrible grief his beloved friends were suffering and He weeps with us, too, even 
though He knows the end of the story.  Through it all, we can feel His Holy Spirit speaking to us through 
grief and disappointment.   Even now God will give us whatever we ask:  He will heal our families, heal 
our bodies, heal our cold hearts, but in His time, in His way and in His will. 
Question:  What even now moment are you waiting for today? What do you need Jesus to do? 
So, do we believe what Jesus says?  “I am the resurrection and the life … everyone who believes in me 
will never die.”  God can bring new dreams out of our broken ones.  He can use these experiences to 
raise us up into service for Him which we would never have imagined for our lives.  We can have a 
mission, a passion and an obsession for our new lives if we are ready to live in God’s power and grace.  
Question:  When have you asked God to tell you His purpose for your life?  What did He say? 
Question:  What would keep you from following Him on a new path? 
When Jesus said to His disciples that Lazarus was only sleeping, that applies to us also:  our earthly 
deaths are temporary – we will have a resurrection day just as Jesus did.  Everything that happens to us 
here will pass away and eternity with Him awaits us.  Jesus is the resurrection and the life -- The 
Greatest of All Time and He restores broken lives and dreams.   
Question:  When have you read the book of Revelation?  It is one of many scriptural books2 that tell of 
the end times and the hope we have for spending eternity with Jesus.  Why not check them out this 
week? 
 
PRAYER  
Heavenly Father, sometimes we don’t understand what we are feeling , but we know that we need You.  
Help us to surrender our lives to the love and forgiveness of Jesus through His death for us on the cross, 
His burial, and His resurrection.  As the priorities are shifting in our lives and we turn our brokenness 
over to You, lift us up into Your faithful arms and help us on this journey.  In Jesus’ name.   Amen. 
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