
G.O.A.T.  Greatest Of All Time       Discussion Notes  
Uncomfortably Comfortable 
Shane Philip Lee Coate       The Crossing Church 
February 17, 2019        Las Vegas, Nevada 
       
OPENING   
Jesus is the Greatest of All Time.  Yes, we have heroes in various sports who have performed far above the average 
player, but only one is the Champion for the ages and He is Jesus Christ.  This week we are continuing our series 
based upon the Book of Hebrews.  It is not an epistle as we understand Paul’s letters to be – it is a sermon sent by 
the anonymous pastor to a church near Rome made up mainly of people with a Jewish background.  This author 
describes how Jesus is greater than Moses, Joshua, Joseph, Jewish Law, and religious leaders and this was 
disconcerting to them because Moses had always been their greatest hero.  But the theme of Hebrews is Jesus is 
Greater.   

 
SCRIPTURE1 
Hebrews 3:1-14   Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on 
Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest.  He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just 
as Moses was faithful in all God’s house.  Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the 
builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.  For every house is built by someone, but God is the 
builder of everything.  Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house, bearing witness to what would be spoken 
by God in the future.  But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house.  And we are his house, if indeed we hold 
firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory.  So, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, where your 
ancestors tested and tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did.  That is why I was angry with that 
generation; I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’  So, I declared on oath 
in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’  See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, 
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.  But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
“today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.  We have come to share in Christ, if indeed 
we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 
 

OBSERVATION 
Now we are fans of Moses, but not like these 1st century Jews.  For them, he was the greatest prophet and their 
deliverer and he gave them the law.  Moses was their G.O.A.T. and they didn’t like it when Jesus positioned 
Himself above him.  Moses had led them out of slavery and they were heading for the Promised Land when they 
rebelled because they were uncomfortable with the accommodations.  They complained, wanted a new leader, 
and wanted to return to Egypt, of all places.  They had drifted toward what they thought was comfort.  They had 
hardened their hearts and God called them faithless.  When Caleb and Joshua reported that the new land had 
giants in it, yet recommended going forward to defeat them, the people rebelled.  And they got what they wanted:  
They stayed right where they were and then God let them wander in the desert for forty years and miss their 
grand entry into their Promised Land.  They missed their calling, never got home, missed God’s rest because rest is 
not comfort.  Rest is conviction.    

                                                           
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



Question:  What kind of desert did God allow you to wander in because you would not listen? 

 
APPLICATION     
“Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house.”  The cleaner of the house is not to be revered – it is the builder.  
The angels are not to be worshiped –they are just messengers.  And so, Moses was not the savior – he was the 
repairman.  Our Savior, Jesus Christ, is the One Who died for us and reconciled us to our Father. Following Jesus is 
not a journey of comfort because God’s primary objective for our lives is not comfort.  His objective or calling for 
us is listening, paying attention, and responding in obedience to exactly where God is leading.   
Question:  When have you been obedient to God’s calling even though you did not know where He was leading? 
Question:  In what ways do you revere other people when that reverence belongs to Jesus?  Who are those 
people? 
Hebrews’ author warns us about something else:  hardening our hearts against God as the Israelites did.  This 
reminds us of Pastor Shane’s sermon last week about drifting away from our first love.  It is unintentional, 
incremental, and subtle.  It sneaks up on us which is why we have to pay attention at all times. We often need to 
choose between 1) comfort and calling and 2) faithlessness and faithfulness.  We need to reserve the word faithful 
for a higher standard:  for those things which are admirable, filled with purpose, and add eternal value to our lives.  
We know that God had been faithful to the Israelites, but because they weren’t seeing the bigger picture through 
His eyes, they rebelled and were faithless. 
Question:  When have you known what God wanted you to do, but hardened your heart against it?  How did that 
turn out? 
Question:  When have you been faithless?  What will it take for you to always make the faithful choice? 
There are things we need to watch out for as we pay attention:  Our hearts harden through comfort. We like 
comfortable churches, comfortable friends and comfort food.  So did the Jews until Jesus said eat My flesh and 
drink My blood. Then they scampered.  But the primary role of Jesus when he was on earth was not comfort – it 
was confrontation.  He wants to confront the things in our lives that keep us in captivity, i.e. strongholds that keep 
us wandering and keep us from fully stepping into the places to which He is calling us.  Often, we associate the 
enemy with confrontation and conflict, but sometimes it is he who is giving us comfort and it is God who is calling 
us into conflict so we will be faithful to our calling.  If we misunderstand this, we will be confused when God 
requires more of us as we are invited into new challenges.   
Question:  When have you blamed the enemy for God’s work in your life?  What were you thinking? 
Question:  With what are you comfortable that is not good for you? What people do you have in your life who are 
good to you, but not good for you?  When will you confront that issue? 
Question:  Are your kids too comfortable?  In what ways?  What are you doing to blow up their comfort zones? 
Our hearts also harden through familiarity.  It can keep us stuck in predictable cycles that are pitiful, but because 
they are predictable, we stay in them unless something calls us out.  Many of us have experienced so much success 
or blessing that it has become familiar and we hesitate when God calls us because, when we are secure, we drift 
away instead of facing our fear.  
Question:  How do you know if your heart is hardening?  When did you realize that you were modeling a pharisee 
in your own home? 
So, if we are content to just be comfortable, we must be prepared for our hearts to harden!  Comfort and 
familiarity are the greatest threats to a forward faith.  We become comfortable with a faith that is not growing and 
do nothing to inspire it.  We need to stop drifting and have the courage to go forward with God and trust Him to 
lead us into glory.  Remember that an apostle is defined as someone who represents God before men and a high 
priest is someone who represents men before God.  Jesus is the only one who fulfills those roles and we need to 
serve Him with all the strength and wisdom He has given us.. 
Question:  Is your comfort keeping you from your calling?  What would take you out of your comfort zone? 
 

PRAYER  
Heavenly Father, help us to rest where our hearts and minds are confident in Christ; to rest where we 
are welcoming the transformation that You want to bring into our lives; and to rest where conflicts and 
challenges are often excessive because they require faith.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 


