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OPENING   
Jesus is the Greatest Of All Time.  Yes, we have heroes in various sports who have performed far above 
the average player, but only one is the champion for the ages and He is Jesus Christ.  This week we are 
continuing our series based upon the book of Hebrews.  So many times as kids, we wanted to give up 
when things got too hard or we weren’t  chosen for the best team. When we grow up we are faced with 
those same moments, but the consequences can be much worse if we quit because much more can be 
at stake.  The unknown author’s purpose in Hebrews was for encouragement.  He said, “Jesus is greater, 
so don’t give up.”   
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Hebrews 6:13-20b   When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to 
swear by, he swore by himself, saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.”  And so 
after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.  People swear by someone greater than 
themselves and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. Because God wanted to 
make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed 
it with an oath.  God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, 
we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged.  We have this hope 
as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain where our 
forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf.  He has become a high priest forever. 
 
OBSERVATION 
When God makes promises, He keeps them. Throughout the Bible, God swears by His own name to keep 
promises or oaths that the people could depend on, and that we, today can count on, also.  Abraham 
and Sarah were already old when God promised them a son who would be the first of many 
descendants.2  The problem was, they became impatient and took a short-cut resulting in Abraham’s 
son, Ishmael, by a handmaiden.  He became the Father of the Arab nations and 4000 years later, there is 
still conflict between them and Sarah’s son Isaac’s descendants.  God had promised, but they didn’t 
believe Him and messed things up.  The good news is God can redeem our worst decisions.   Isaac led to 
Jesus, after all.  The people of Hebrews received this letter when they had nearly lost hope.  Nero, the 
Roman Emperor of the time, was making sport out of killing Christians.  They wanted to go back to their 
old religion and save their wealth, reputations, families, and lives. 
Question:  When has God redeemed a terrible decision of yours.  How did He do it? 

                                                           
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 
2 Genesis 12 



Question:  When have you become impatient with God and tried to help Him along? 
 
APPLICATION     
So what are you hoping for?  Good weather, a job, a proposal, a trip, children, retirement, Mega-Bucks, 
relationships, going to Israel next year, careers, abilities, or even our looks.?  We can ache for the person 
or thing on which our expectations are focused, but unfortunately, sometimes people let us down when 
we put our faith in them.  Maintaining hope in a hopelessly broken world can be scary.  
Question:  What are you hoping for today? How are you coping with maintaining hope in a broken 
world? 
Question:  When have you hoped in someone and were let down?  Who are you hoping in today? 
We hope for a purpose in our lives and God wants His purposes for us to be very clear.  He tells us we 
are heirs because we are followers of His Son, Jesus.  We have inherited Abraham’s promise – our 
Savior.   When God promises, He seals it with an oath.  He swears by Himself that the promise will come 
true and that ends all arguments.  Remember, God has impeccable character! 
Question:  When have you sworn an oath?  What was your purpose in doing that?  Did you keep it? 
Question:  What has God revealed to you about His purpose for your life?  Do your spiritual gifts give 
you a hint? 
 Additionally, we have hope that is an anchor for our souls, firm and secure.  We can have confidence 
that it is true, no matter how long it takes to come to fruition. God is the same today as He was in 
Abraham’s day --  He never lies.  So what does an anchor do?  It keeps us from drifting, pitching and 
rolling.  It allows the boat of strife we’re in to ride out the wind and the waves of adversity.  Doesn’t that 
sound familiar?  Remember what Pastor Shane said about Christian drift?  We become apathetic or 
bored or impatient, and begin drifting away from God’s purpose.  It is slow, incremental, and often 
unintentional and we drift away from Him toward something, but the anchor of hope can keep us from 
slowly moving away.  It also provides safety in the middle of a storm.  Otherwise, we will be blown off 
course and onto a “reef of grief”. 
Question:  What storm are you struggling against today?  Where is your anchor? 
Do you remember when Jesus died on the cross, and the heavy embroidered curtain in the Holy of 
Holies of the Temple was torn from one end to the other?  That’s when Christ reconciled us to our 
Father – there was nothing between us anymore – not our sin and not the Jewish priesthood.  Jesus 
opened the doors to heaven and is our Priest forever.  This is what our hope is based on.  Because all of 
this is true, there is something important here for us.  In the middle of whatever we are dealing with – 
we may be greatly encouraged. 
Question:  Why are you discouraged today?  How can you turn discouragement into hope after hearing 
this Word today?   
Question:  Are your children discouraged about something?  How do you know?  How can you help 
them? 
Question:   When will you dedicate your children to God and commit yourself to raise them in the 
knowledge of Him?  There is an opportunity on the 7th of April at The Crossing, so you might consider 
registering for that opportunity.    
Question:  How about Israel next year?  Why would you want to go?  What would stop you? 
So, here is the truth:  God makes promises.  He confirms them with oaths.  He fulfills them through 
Jesus.  God is of impeccable character and we can trust Him to do what He says. 
 
PRAYER  
Heavenly Father, we so easily drift away because of the tensions of this world.  But You are faithful and 
call us to anchor ourselves in You and hope in the salvation of Your Son, Jesus.  Help us to not give up, 
but hang on to You more fervently as the storm rages around us.  In Jesus’ name.   Amen. 


