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OPENING   
Jesus is the Greatest of All Time.  Yes, we have heroes who have performed far above the average 
person, but only one is the champion for the ages and He is Jesus Christ.  This week we are continuing 
our series based upon the book of Hebrews.  We Christians are anchoring our faith in the fact that Jesus 
is greater than our sin.  It is the only hope we have – that Jesus is Who He says He is and will do all that 
He has promised to do.  We have confidence that all of this is true. 
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Hebrews 11:1-2    Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.  This is 
what the ancients were commended for.   
Hebrews 11:13    All these people were still living by faith when they died.  The did not receive the things 
promised:  they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. 
Hebrews 11:36-40  Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment.  They were sawed in two; 
they were killed by the sword.  They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated 
– the world was not worthy of them.  They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the 
ground.  These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, since God 
had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. 
Hebrews 12:1-3   Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.  And let us run with perseverance the race marked out 
for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
 

OBSERVATION 
This week we are talking about the faith and perseverance of the Saints.  When the book of Hebrews was written, 
Emperor Nero was persecuting Christians and they faced losing their wealth, families, reputations, and even their 
lives.  Often their deaths were horrific and from fear they drifted away from the faith returning to Judaism.  The 
anonymous author of Hebrews writes his letter to encourage them to stay strong because Jesus is greater, so 
don’t give up!   
In the Old Testament, many of the familiar stories are about people whom God honored because of their faith:   
Abraham, for instance, trusted God when he was called to a new land; Joseph trusted God to rescue His people 
from a terrible famine in Israel;  Moses answered God’s call when he thought that his life was ruined and  led God’s 
people to the Promised Land; and Rahab, who had a sinful past as a prostitute, trusted God that He could use 
someone like her for His purposes.  They fixed their eyes on God and He kept His promises to them, but not during 
their lifetimes. 

                                                           
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



Question:  What are you trusting God for?  How long have you been trusting God for it?  What would cause you to  
give up? 
Question:  What does it mean to have faith? From 1-10, how do you rate your level of faith today? 
 

APPLICATION 
So, let’s discuss faith. Faith is confidence that someone is going to keep his/her promise and the assurance about 
what we don’t see.  The ancients were commended because God made them a promise and they lived as if God 
were going to keep that promise.  Faith is a living thing – a way of life.  It isn’t just trusting God – it is living our lives 
every day like God can be trusted.  The ancients did that and continued until they died.  And yet they never saw 
God fulfill that promise.  These were not people for whom everything turned out perfectly.  They had faith even 
when faith didn’t fix their circumstances.  The martyrs suffered terrible deaths during the Reformation for 
following Jesus.  They are documented in John Fox’s Book of Martyrs.2    Reading it will make you cry.  But Hebrews 
tells us that “God had planned something better” so that together with them, we would all be made perfect. We 
are on the other side of God’s promise and they will join in with us as we see God’s completion of His plan.  Until 
then they are all around us, encouraging us, and waiting for the time when we will all be together.   
Question:  What do you think about keeping the faith during terrible persecution?  What kind of a martyr do you 
think you would be if God called you to martyrdom? 
Yet two things still cause us difficulties:  Emotions, hurts or our pasts hinder us in maintaining our faith and sin so 
easily entangles us.  Our eyes can be focused on the wrong things like security, safety, wealth, the economy, social 
media or kids, and we can grow weary and lose heart.  So, it is time to redirect our eyes back on Jesus who is the 
perfecter of our faith. 
Question:  What is hindering your faith?  What sins are entangling you? What are you willing to give up to be a 
disciple of Jesus in the purest of terms? 
This is what faith is NOT:  1)  Positive thinking:  The idea that if we channel our positive thoughts and energy good 
things will happen; 2)  Hopeful thinking:  If we really hope for something it would come true.  That is more faith in 
faith than faith in God; 3)  Something we inherit:  There is no such thing as secondhand faith; we don’t get to 
heaven because of our parents’ faith – it is a personal journey; 4)  Dependent on a sign:  A sign is not the real thing 
– it only points to the real thing.   
Question:  When have you based your faith on one of these four ideas?  How did that work out for you? 
We are told to fix our eyes on Jesus – our faith started because of Him and our faith will be completed through 
Him.  When we fix our eyes on Jesus our lives tell a story and there are people coming behind us who will see our 
faith and be encouraged to not grow weary or lose heart.  They will not give up in the race of their lives.  It is a 
lifelong marathon and requires focus and perseverance so that we can be recipients of the prize God has planned 
for us. Paul finished his race and so can we. 
Question:  What race are you running?  The rat race maybe?  When have you run a marathon?  What was required 
of you to prepare to win?  What do you need to do to prepare for God’s marathon? 
Question:  We have talked a lot about Rooted and this is because it is a lifechanging experience on the journey to 
becoming a faithful disciple of Christ.  If you haven’t decided to register for a session, why not?  Does your answer 
will reveal a great deal about where you are in your faith?   When will you decide that where you are isn’t enough 
and trust God to transform you into a disciple worthy of those who went before? 
Be strong and courageous, be confident and assured that God will keep His promises.  He always has – He is the 
greatest of all time! 
 

PRAYER  
Heavenly Father, we are trusting You to help us renew our faith and persevere in this race of life. We have the 
ancients of the Bible and the martyrs to show us the way and we know Your Holy Spirit will urge us on to victory.   
In Jesus’ name.   Amen. 

                                                           
2  Bridge Logos foundation, Alachua, Florida 32615, 2001. 


