
 

CREATURES of HABIT        DISCUSSION NOTES  
The Habit of Reaching       The Crossing Church 
Shane Philip 
August 25, 2019         Las Vegas, Nevada 
        
 
OPENING   
This week we are continuing our series called Creatures of Habit.  We are all creatures of habit – they 
can be good habits or bad habits.  Wouldn’t it be great if we could nurture habits that help us to grow in 
Christ – reaching up to become more like Him?   Our goal, therefore, is to embrace spiritual habits in our 
lives.  God-honoring people do consistently what other people do occasionally so we need to 
consistently incorporate into our lives the habits that help us grow to be more like Jesus.  
 

SCRIPTURE1 
Matthew 16:13-20   When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?”  They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  “But what about you?” he asked.  “Who do you say I am?”  
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus replied, “Blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 
heaven.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not overcome it. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you.” 
 
OBSERVATION 
This week we find Jesus taking his disciples on a long walk northward from Capernaum to Caesarea 
Philippi, a hedonistic center of pagan worship full of darkness and the vilest of sins.  There is a cave at 
this location called the Gates of Hades that was thought to be the entrance to the underworld through 
which demons and devils could come and go.  They worshipped a god named Pan in a place of bestiality, 
prostitution and infant sacrifice. Yet to Jesus it was a significant place – He is reaching out and sharing an 
important revelation about Himself for the first time.  That He is the one to defeat the evil they see in 
that place.  He begins with a question. “Who do people say that I am?”  They answered with the names 
of important prophets, but the most important question was to come: “Who do you say that I am?”  
Peter has the right answer for once: “You are the Messiah, Son of the living God!”  Hallelujah, Peter!  He 
is saying that Jesus is the long-awaited Savior of the world, the center of God’s plan from the beginning 
to remove the great chasm between God and man caused by sin and rebellion in the Garden.  In this 
place of unspeakable evil Jesus reveals to his closest followers the truth of who He is – the Messiah they 

 
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



 

have been waiting for. This exclamation of faith is the foundational rock of the new church to come – 
our church. 
Question:  Who is Jesus to you?  Who is He on a day-to-day basis? Who would outsiders say He is to you 
upon observing your actions? 
 
APPLICATION   
We are to be on the offensive in this war with evil!!  We are to storm the “gates of hell” in our communities and 
around the world.  We are not to be on the defensive in this battle against evil.  We aren’t to be stopping 
something, we are to be starting something; we aren’t to be about prevention – we are to be about advancement; 
we aren’t to be against something – we are to be for Someone and that Someone is Jesus! 

Question:  When have you studied the armor of God Paul speaks of in Ephesians 6? What did you learn about the 

weapons we have for defeating evil?  Are you ready to go forward without fear?  
We have all of the weapons we need to move forward in confidence.  We know the end of the story as told in 
Revelation. We don’t have to act like the Pharisees of the past, and some of today, who condemn various 
behaviors  and just turn people off.   

Question:  Which of the Pharisees’ behaviors are you hanging on to?  What do you need to do to change those 

behaviors such as judgmentalism, pride  and controlling others? 
We want to speak of opportunities like:  1) Opportunities of our church such as expanding to West Henderson, 
Midtown and St. George.  How amazing that The Crossing has grown from a storefront in 2001 to Windmill and 
three other campuses in just nineteen years.  It wasn’t done by being overly cautious – it was accomplished by 
prayer, vision, faith and moving forward as Jesus directed.  
2)  Opportunities as followers of Jesus.  We are to go out and make disciples2  and we do that by loving people 
right where they are.  Are you reaching out to those around you? Are you sharing your story of redemption and 
how Jesus has changed your life?   

Question:  What would your life look like if you didn’t have Jesus?  Do you really want unsaved others around you 

to suffer the fate you have imagined would have been yours without Him? 

Question:  Where are you in your witnessing experiences?  Have you gathered around you mainly Christians who 

are non-threatening?  When will you be ready to step out in faith and find those who need  to meet Jesus? Tell us 
about a time when you shared your story and led someone to Christ.  Have you had opportunities to follow up and 
encourage them in their faith? 

Question:  Who are the people in your life who need Jesus?   What would their marriages look like, what would 

forgiveness look like, if they found Jesus? 
When considering witnessing to others, there are cues we can look for in our conversations with them.    Are you 
listening?  1) Things aren’t going well.  Health, relationships, children or businesses aren’t going well.  2) They are 
unprepared for something:  First-time parents are for what lies ahead.   And marriage comes as a huge surprise!  3)  
People who are new to the area or haven’t been in church for a long time and don’t know what to expect at The 
Crossing.  They need to be welcomed without prejudice and to meet Christians who are non-judgmental and will 
love them just where they are. Jesus came to storm the gates of hell with us  - rescuing people.  How can we learn 
the habits which will help us to fulfill this destiny?  Consider registering for Alpha or Rooted.  Consider joining a 
small group. Consider being baptized as an adult and share in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  All of 
these positive opportunities are available to you at The Crossing.  Consider being a passionate disciple of Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah Who came to reconcile you to your Father God.  You just have to move forward, trusting that 
Jesus will walk with you all the way. 

 
PRAYER   
 Heavenly Father, give us the courage to change our habits so we will be prepared to fight against the 
gates of hell with your Son.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 
2 Acts 1:8 


