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OPENING   
This week we are continuing our seven-week series called Signs.    It is based upon seven miracles Jesus performed 
and recorded in John’s Gospel, the purpose of which was to point to the identity of Christ – the long-awaited 
Messiah of the Old Testament.  John wrote his gospel to show that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.  
He wanted us to believe in Jesus, not just about Him.  The process of belief begins with signs, leading to Jesus’ 
identity and finally to belief or faith in Him.  The signs we are studying over seven weeks convinced John that Jesus 
was the Son of God and he is hoping that we will believe that too.  This week our sign is the healing of the official’s 
son.  It is interesting that Jesus chose a gentile’s desperate circumstance to teach His disciples about faith. 

 
SCRIPTURE1 
John 20:30-31   Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book.  But these were written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
John 4:46-54   Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine.  And 
there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus had 
arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close 
to death.  “Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”  The 
royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”  “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”  The 
man took Jesus at his word and departed.  While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the 
news that his boy was living.  When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, 
“Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.” Then the father realized that this was the exact 
time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.”  So he and his whole household believed.  This 
was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea to Galilee. 
James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work 
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
 
OBSERVATION 
When Jesus and His disciples left Cana, they traveled toward Capernaum, a town at the northern end of 
the Sea of Galilee.  A royal official, probably part of the entourage of Herod Antipas, King over the 
Galilee area, encountered Him on the road and, explaining that his son was ill and about to die, begged 
Jesus to come and heal him. This official forgot his dignity, his position, and his theology because he had 
heard of Jesus’ miracles and believed He would heal his son.  Because of that belief he was willing to 
submit, surrender, be humble and obedient and have faith in Christ.  As a result, he heard Jesus say, 

 
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



“Your son will live.”  So, he headed back home to Capernaum unhurriedly, and behaved like he believed.  
He acted upon his faith which was confirmed when his servants met him on the road.  They said his son 
had recovered and the time of healing was the same time that Jesus assured him, “I don’t need to come.  
I can heal your son from here.”  
Question:  Where are you with Jesus today?  Are you leisurely continuing down the road of your life 
being assured that He is taking care of things or are you fearful and worried at every turn of events? 
 
APPLICATION   
Some of us continue to have questions or doubts about God because we don’t see that He can make a 
way; or He doesn’t answer our prayers the way we think He should; or we think that He can’t handle our 
problems or worse yet, He won’t handle them.  So, He can’t be trusted, right? Wrong!  We don’t 
understand everything because He is a mystery.  There is a reason for that – He values our faith in things 
unseen.  Jesus tells His disciples, “You have so little faith.”   Even though He never let them down, they 
continued to choose fear over faith and we often do the same thing. 
Question:  Under what circumstances do you most often choose fear over faith?  Is there a pattern? 
This is where the tension comes with faith:   We are asked to take Jesus at His word.  We are to go about 
our days with our unanswered prayers, confident that Jesus is who He claims to be.  We know people 
with burdens that just won’t go away - sicknesses that aren’t being healed, financial situations that 
won’t turn around, marriages that don’t make it, we watch those people continue on their daily 
journeys, putting their faith in God’s Word anyway. 
Question:  How are you doing with the tension that comes with faith?  Are you the one burdened yet 
taking Jesus at His word anyway?   
Jesus has a way of calling us to deeper places.  He not only calls us to have faith - He calls us to act upon 
that faith.  If we have it all figured out, we have no need for faith – we are walking by sight and that 
doesn’t strengthen us.  Ease and comfort never make us stronger. Walking by faith is not a feeling or 
wishful thinking.  It is living every day as if He has already done what He promised to do. 
Question:  When has Jesus called you to a deeper place?  How did you respond?  Would you respond 
the same way today? 
Also, faith looks different in different seasons of life.  In high school, for example, with peer pressure, 
compromise and difficult choices to make, faith says to God “I am trusting You with my future.”  As a 
single in Las Vegas with many temptations,  faith is the confidence that God has the best life ahead of 
us.  As a parent, trusting is knowing that God is walking that journey with us.  If there is a tragedy, it is 
the faith that has been tested is the faith that can be trusted.  Resistance grows our faith. 
Question:  What season of life are you walking in today?  What stresses are associated with that 
season?  How is God showing you that He has your situation in His hands? 
Question:  What would it look like for you to get up tomorrow and go about your day like God has 
already fulfilled His promises to you? 
Here at The Crossing our pastors are not trying to create a liturgy. They are trying to create moments - 
catalytic moments where the church service is not designed to change us, but to make us want to 
change. They preach the Word of God and help us to apply it to our lives – and that Word is a mirror 
where we can examine ourselves and see us being transformed into the image of Jesus. Then we will 
take Him at His Word. 
Question:  As you read God’s Word, what do you see being transformed in your life? 
 
PRAYER    
Heavenly Father, the signs of John’s gospel are still around us today if we will take the time to recognize 
them.  At times they are just as overwhelmingly amazing, but You are the mysterious God Who is 
working and giving us signs of His presence in the small things, too.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 


