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OPENING   
This week we are continuing our seven-week series called Signs.    It is based upon seven miracles Jesus 
performed and recorded in John’s Gospel, the purpose of which was to point to the identity of Christ – 
the long-awaited Messiah. John wrote his gospel to show that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living 
God.  He wanted us to believe in Jesus, not just about Him.   The signs we are studying over seven weeks 
convinced John that Jesus was the Son of God and he was hoping that we will believe that too.  This 
week our sign is Jesus walking on the water. 
 
SCRIPTURE1 
John 6:16-21   When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a boat and 
set off across the lake for Capernaum.  By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them.  A strong 
wind was blowing and the waters grew rough.  When they had rowed about three or four miles, they 
saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened.  But he said to them, 
“It is I; don’t be afraid.”  Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 
reached the shore where they were heading. 
Isaiah 43:2-3   When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will 
not overwhelm you.  When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned and the flame shall not 
consume you.  For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
John 7:37-38  On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice. “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of 
living water will flow from within them.” 
 
OBSERVATION 
Water is such an interesting metaphor.  We find reference to it throughout scripture.  We know as a part 
of our daily lives it is both a necessity and intimidating.  In ancient times, the people needed water 
desperately for drinking, hygiene, ritual washing, irrigation, and transportation yet they also feared it.  It 
was both a giver of life and death.  In the message today, Jesus’ disciples literally approached the Lake of 
Galilee and set off across it in a boat for Capernaum at the northern end.  Jesus was not with them as He 
needed rest and refreshment which He could only find alone.  But He had virtually sent them into a 
turmoil.  The disciples had just come from the miracle of feeding the five thousand when Jesus had told 
them He would provide for them all that they would need - when the storm came. 
Question:  If you were one of the disciples, what would you have been thinking in that situation? 
 

 
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



APPLICATION   
We can all relate to being in the middle of the wind and waves -  it seems that at all times we are either 
in a storm, leaving a storm or about to head into one. That’s just life. Storms happen; we freak out; Jesus 
shows up; we freak again; we gain perspective; the storm subsides; we have calm.   The faith of our 
hearts is gained through storms. 
Question:  Which part of the cycle life are you experiencing today?  What happened the last time you 
were in that phase of the cycle?   
Jesus offers calm throughout each part of the cycle if we will just let Him.  We are straining to make life 
work, fighting against challenges, trying to prove ourselves.  It’s as if our culture is impressed with the 
statement, “the busier you are, the more important you are.” But ask yourself - to whom?   
Question:  What is your response when you come up against difficulties in your life?   To whom do you 
turn when troubles come?  What is it about storms that increase our faith?   
Troubles come to everyone.  No one escapes them.  We often think that the enemy is putting us in 
turbulence, but that is not always true.  Just because something is uncomfortable doesn’t mean it’s not 
critical to our growth and maturity.  The winds and waves or the difficulties we all face in life produce 
maturity.  We learn from our mistakes and plan to do things differently the next time, don’t we?  We 
don’t realize that Jesus is all we need until He is all we have.  We just need to invite Him into the boat. 
Question:  What mistakes have you made in the past that you vowed not to repeat?  
When we reflect on situations in the past and realize that God’s hand has been guiding the 
circumstances even when we couldn’t see Him, it gives us courage to face the next storms as they come 
along.  That is what the three great festivals of the Old Testament were for.  The Feasts of Tabernacles, 
Passover, and Weeks (also called Pentecost) required that each year all adult Jewish men traveled all the 
way to Jerusalem from wherever they had migrated to remember their history and God’s faithfulness.  
They celebrated and worshiped God so that they would remember the forty years in the desert, the 
exodus from Egypt, and the annual harvests that God had provided for them.  Forgetfulness is the 
greatest enemy of our faith. 
Question:  What events in Christianity and America’s past do we celebrate in order to remember? 
There are a lot of places we can put our dependence:  ourselves, our money, our skills, our influence, 
our network of friends, our stuff.  But misplaced dependence will always leave us thirsting for more. 
When Jesus spoke about being thirsty to the woman at the well, He was speaking of rivers of living 
water, not the water from Jacob’s well.  He meant true LIFE that only the Holy Spirit can produce within 
each of us.  All dissatisfactions are quenched at the well of living water.  That’s why Jesus walked on the 
water.  In doing so He demonstrated that He literally crosses oceans to be in our boat, that He will never 
leave us, that we will not be lost to the sea.  He will always provide.  He will always satisfy. 
Question:   When you hear Jesus calling you to come into the calm waters in the midst of winds and 
waves, what have you done in the past?  What would you do tomorrow?  
Question:  What would your life be like if the storms were to cease and you to live more 
contemplatively? 
Question:  When, in the past, did Jesus come through for you – when did His still small voice calm you in 
the midst of a chaotic family crisis? How does reflecting on that event increase your faith?  
People with the deepest dependency have been through the deepest waters.  Often those folks are 
living their later years and have experienced Christ coming through for them multiple times and, 
therefore, they allow themselves to be dependent on Him in the future.  
 
PRAYER   Heavenly Father, help us to reflect on all you have done for us in the past so that we may go 
forward in all situations believing you will come through for us in the future. You are faithful in all things 
and your promises are true.  We have only to come to drink of Your living water and be refreshed. Help 
me to meditate on  Psalm 46:10  “Be still and know that I am God.”   In Jesus’ name.   Amen. 


