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OPENING   
This week we are concluding our seven-week series called Signs.   John saved the amazing resurrection of Lazarus 
as the final miracle Jesus performed before Calvary.    He wanted us to believe in Jesus, not just about Him and this 
indisputable miracle paved the way for a multitude of Jews to see it repeated as Jesus entered Jerusalem for His 
crucifixion and His own resurrection.  It wasn’t to be a parable or a metaphor – it was reality. 

 SCRIPTURE1 
John 11:1, 3-8   Now a man named Lazarus was sick.  He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha.  So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”  When he heard this, Jesus said, “This 
sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”  Now Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two 
more days, and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”   “But Rabbi”, they said, “a short while ago 
the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”  

John 11:11b-17  “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”  His disciples replied, 

“Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.”  Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant 
natural sleep.  So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so you 
may believe.  But let us go to him.”  Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.”  On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. 

John 11:20-27   When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.  

“Lord”, Martha said to Jesus, “If you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But I know that even now 
God will give you whatever you ask.”  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  Martha answered, “I know 
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  I  said 
to her, “I  am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and 
whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”  

John 11:33-45  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was 

deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  “Where have you laid him?” he asked.  “Come and see, Lord”, they replied.  
Jesus wept.  Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”  Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. “Take 
away the stone,” he said.  “But Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 
he has been there for four days.”  Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 
God?”  So they took away the stone.  Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  

I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may 
believe that you sent me.”  When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.  Jesus said to 
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them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”  Therefore, many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

OBSERVATION 
The timing of Lazarus’ resurrection is interesting for two reasons:  1) Some people believe “Lazarus Saturday” was 
the day before Jesus entered the Golden Gate on Palm Sunday.  It was to create an experience for the Jews in 
Jerusalem so they would be more able to believe in Jesus’ resurrection which was imminent.  2)  Jesus waited four 
days before traveling to Bethany.  There was a belief among the Jews that within three days of someone’s death, 
their spirits could return to their bodies, so Jesus wanted to be sure that possibility did not account for Lazarus’ 
raising from the dead.  Afterall, this entire event was for God’s glory.  

APPLICATION  
No one can prepare us for the uncertainties of life.  They come and we don’t know what to say or do for our family 
and friends as they suffer.  We often ask, “Why do bad things happen to good people?”  Sometimes we are angry 
with God and blame Him for not arriving in time just as Martha and Mary did.  The Apostle John is telling us with 
this sign that the answer to what we may be going through right now is not that it should go away – the answer is a 
person named Jesus Christ.  Jesus’ purpose in choreographing this entire Scripture’s scenario was to demonstrate 
His power and authority over false gods, religion, nature and Satan’s work as He defeated the biggest enemy of all 
– death. What we see through this sign is Jesus’ humanity and His deity – we see His heart for those who grieve 
and His power over sin and death.   

Question:  Tell us about the loss of a loved one and how God sustained you through it. 
Question:  How often do you give in to questioning God about His purpose in your suffering?  What would be a 

better response to circumstances that hurt you so much? 
We get caught up in whatever we are dealing with in the moment.  We are tempted to think that comfort is the 
ultimate goal.  We equate God’s love with our current circumstances.  Yet He knows what pain and loss feel like.  
He comes alongside and promises to be with us.  The reality is that He has already handled our greatest issue – sin.  
This should give us peace through our trials. 

Question:  How much peace are you experiencing because you are a believer in Jesus?  If you automatically 

default to stressing and fearing the future every time difficulties come along, what can you do to prepare better to 
face them? 
Even though Jesus knew the outcome, His compassion for the sisters and all of their friends who had come to 
mourn with them was evident – He wept.  Jesus was troubled and deeply moved in spirit because He was angry 
over the pain of sickness and death brought on when sin entered the world.  Jesus is telling us that God’s glory can 
be shown through our worst moments.  The most important question is not about good and evil – it is about who 
Jesus is because if He is who He says He is, then everything else gets reconciled in Him. Jesus used the 
circumstance of Lazarus’ death to reveal more about Himself – that He is the resurrection and the life – the living 
embodiment of everything we have ever hoped for.  He redefined death for us – it is merely a transition from this 
world to another for those of us who believe in Him.   

Question:  What did Jesus mean about His identity as the resurrection and the Life?  What does this mean to you 

personally? 
Question:  What do you think our glorified bodies will be like? 

After raising Lazarus there was great celebration just as with Jesus’ resurrection and the ones we will experience 
when our time comes.   Jesus’ entire life was dedicated to bringing about His Father’s purpose – that of reconciling 
people back to Him.  Everything He did was to teach mankind how to live obedient, pleasing and fruitful lives for 
God and others.  All of the distractions and trappings of this world are temporary and in the end we will leave 
them all behind.  No U-hauls at the gravesite. 

Question:  How would your life change if you truly understood and lived His model for us? 

 
PRAYER    
Heavenly Father, we fear physical death because we hate pain and suffering, but many martyrs saw it as a prelude 
to life with Jesus for eternity. They entered into it with joy and considered it a rivilege.. Help us to have the same 
perspective as we live our lives for God’s glory in anticipation of our eternal life with Him.    In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  


