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OPENING   
This week we are ending our study called Reconciled.  The first week was about being reconciled with God – last 
week we talked about being reconciled with each other – this week we study reconciling with the world.  We know 
that God takes joy in us as we serve Him with passion and obedience.  He also takes joy in reconciliation as we turn 
to His Son, the Christ, our Savior.  As we celebrate the coming of Jesus into this world, reconciling all areas of our 
lives bring Him great joy.  

 
SCRIPTURE1 
Luke 2:8-12  (MSG)  There were sheepherders camping in the neighborhood.  They had set night watches over 

their sheep.  Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed around them.  They were terrified.  
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid.  I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, 
worldwide:  A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master.” 

Luke 1:46-55    And Mary said, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been 

mindful of the humble state of his servant.  From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One 
has done great things for me – holy is his name.  His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to 
generation.  He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 
thoughts.  He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.  He has filled the hungry 
with good things but has sent the rich away empty.  He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 
to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 

 
OBSERVATION 
Christmas brings great joy because the glorious event of Christ’s birth was meant for all people.  Two thousand 
years ago, that included not only the Jews, but the gentiles, Romans, Samaritans, the republicans as well as 
democrats.  Their good news of great joy is the Gospel.  It never changes because Jesus never changes, but in our 
lives there are seasons of Christmas which bring new and sometimes challenging meaning to our celebrations.  
When we were children, opening gifts was a time of surprises; when we married, Christmas shifted and our 
attention was no longer solely on ourselves; when our children arrived more decorations were added and the 
season took on more meaning.  We began to read the Christmas story to them and integrate presents and Jesus 
into Christmas so they would understand the holy narrative of the day.  As they grew older, we taught them that 
giving is greater than receiving in God’s world.  Relationships and fellowship became more meaningful.  Holidays 
seem to illuminate the shifts in the seasons of our lives and, though our stories continue to shift, the story of 
Christmas never does.  It is still good news. 

Question:  As the years of your life have gone by, how did the Christmas season change for you? 

 
 

 
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



APPLICATION 
So – good news of great joy!  When we hear good news  we lean in – we hope that it is true -- we want it to be true 
– we even begin acting as though it’s true before we are certain it is.  Old Testament people hoped the good news 
about their Messiah was true – in our time, we know it is and Mary helps us believe because she was not just a 
participant in this story of good news – she was a recipient.  God had taken her from a young girl in a forgotten 
village to the center of His plan for the world.  Talk about changing seasons!   

Question:  Why do you think God chose Mary to be Christ’s mother?  When you imagine yourself in Mary’s 

situation, what are your thoughts?  What major events occurred in her life during and after the first Christmas? 
“The song of Mary is at once the most passionate, the wildest, the most revolutionary advent hymn ever sung.  
This is not the gentle, tender, dreamy Mary whom we sometimes see in paintings. This song has none of the sweet, 
nostalgic, or even playful tones of some of our Christmas carols.  It is instead a hard, strong song about the power 
and mercy of God and the powerlessness of humankind.”2 

Question:  Does reading Mary’s song change your perspective of her life?  In what ways? 

Mary focuses in her song on God’s mercy.  “His mercy extends to those who fear Him from generation to  
generation.”  The Greek word for mercy is ELEOS which means providing relief to someone who is in pain, but goes 
further than that.  It is an awesome word because it speaks of God’s loyalty toward His people – that when we are 
not loyal to God, He remains loyal to us.  ELEOS is the New Testament word for the Old Testament Hebrew word 
HESED. Both mean the consistent, ever-faithful, relentless, constantly pursuing, lavish, extravagant, unrestrained, 
furious love of God.  We all desperately need that.  When we think of our own inconsistency, and our irritability, 
we should be glad for God’s mercy.  “His mercy is new every morning.”3 

Question:  How many times have you been disloyal to God and were astonished at His mercy to you in those 

situations?  Tell us about one of those times. 
What we are to understand about God’s mercy to us is that He expects us to express it to others. This is our 
challenge when it comes to the good news of great joy because our world is more often marked by meanness than 
it is by mercy.  We live in a world of MEAN – we see it in bullying, road rage, estrangement in relationships of all 
kinds, including of course - divorce.  In this culture of mean, God wants us to receive God’s mercy and our lives to 
extend mercy.   

Question:  Tell us about a time when you extended mercy to someone else.   When have you instead said, “No, 

No, No!”  to someone else?  Looking back, how do you feel about that exchange? 
 Each time we offer mercy we help the world seek reconciliation with Jesus. We need to do a better job as 
Christians of pointing others to Jesus.  We point in judgment to their politics, to their problems, and to their 
mistakes, but we should risk pointing them to God’s mercy by the way we behave.   

Question:  When was the last time you spoke of Jesus and His mercy to someone else?   

Jesus came for the people who don’t get it right all of the time; He came for those who are honest; those who are 
self-aware and understand that they are sinful and broken;  He came for those of us who spend much of our lives 
muddling through, because, in the person of Jesus, God has arrived into our lives, into our hearts, and is now with 
us (Emmanuel).  That is a story worth telling, worth living, worth sharing.  It is good news.  And no matter what our 
story has been, God’s mercy is now a reality in our lives.   The story is not a passive one -- it is an active one.  It is 
inviting us to be a part and to experience transformation because following Him should make our lives better – 
make us better at life, make others around us live better lives, too. 

Question:  When have you asked yourself, “Did I offer peace today?  Did I bring a smile to someone’s face?  Did I 

say words of healing?  Did I let go of my anger and resentment?  Did I forgive?  Did I love?  Did I exhibit mercy” 4 
These are real questions we need to contemplate every evening as we go to sleep.  The answers tell the world if 
we are merciful people. 

 
PRAYER  
Heavenly Father, help us to extend the mercy we have received from You to those around us.  In Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 

 
2 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1933 
3 Jeremiah 31:35-37; Lamentations 3:23 
4 Henri Nouwen 


