
CHRISTMAS  2019       SUNDAY MESSAGE QUESTIONS   
Light Up The City      
Shane Philip          The Crossing Church 
December 22/23/24, 2019            Las Vegas, Nevada 
        
OPENING   
Christmas is here!  The year went by so fast, didn’t it?  Another year is gone with its changes and 
complexities, and challenges, but one great truth is this:  Jesus never changes!  We can rely on His 
unchanging character, love, forgiveness, grace and mercy -- His values of righteousness, fidelity, 
compassion, obedience, and humility.  How can we not place Him rightfully above all else, as our King 
and Priest and Savior?  We are called to emulate Him every day in a lost world so let’s commit this 
Christmas, if we haven’t before, to bending humbly before Him and praising His name over all the earth.  
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Luke 2:15-18  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another. 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  So they 
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they had 
seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds said to him. 
Matthew 2:9b-11a  The Magi went on their way, and the star they had seen, when it rose went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. 
John 1:3-5  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 
John 1:9  The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
 
OBSERVATION 
The Nativity scene reminds us of the reason we celebrate every year – God kept His promise of a 
Messiah to the Jewish nation.   The people thought He would come leading an army in order to overtake 
the Roman rule in Israel and free them from slavery. But God confounded them by sending  His Messiah 
in the form of a baby.  Jesus was born in smelly stable full of interested, but ignorant animals, of lowly 
parents, and in a bed of straw.  We believe the Magi, present in our Nativity scenes, were probably 
following the star about two years later when Joseph and Mary lived in a house in Bethlehem.  They 
came, possibly from ancient Babylon, with knowledge of Jewish scriptures prophesying Jesus’ coming, 
and bearing three gifts:  Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.  They represented Jesus’ kingship, priesthood, 
and burial as our Savior.  They also provided funds necessary for Joseph to lead his family out of danger 

 
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



to Egypt. The earliest Nativity scene dates to 1223 A.D. and St. Francis of Assisi is credited with setting 
up a live manger scene complete with animals.    
Question:  How has God responded to your prayers in a way that confounded you?   
 
APPLICATION  
The Nativity not only symbolizes the Christmas story, it symbolizes our story as well.  Each of the Nativity 
pieces represent pieces in our lives.  We can’t just have the right pieces, we have to have them in the 
right places – with Jesus in the center.  For all of us there is something that is the center or focus of our 
lives, but if that focus is not on Jesus, our lives are set up wrong. 
Question:  What are you focusing on that has taken the place of Jesus? 
Some of us have shepherds at the center.  The shepherds’ jobs defined them.  Because they worked 
with animals they were considered unclean and were social and spiritual outcasts.  We are the same 
way and we know that because the first thing we ask of a stranger is, “What do you do?”  We equate 
what we do with who we are so we base our identities on our jobs. 
Question:  What place does your job have in your life?  How balanced does that make your life?  
Maybe the wise men are at the center.  They were highly educated, powerful, and wealthy political 
advisors.  A lot of us live our lives as if power, money and education are the most important things in our 
lives, too.  There is nothing wrong with money, but we really shouldn’t be placing it first because hope in 
money is so uncertain.  Remember 2008?! 
Question:  Is this where your focus is today?  What should be more important? In what order? 
Then there are Mary and Joseph at the center.  They represent our relationships, our marriages, and our 
kids.  We pour ourselves into them and their activities, but how much of their time is spent in prayer and 
praising Jesus? 
Question:  How is raising your kids going?  What do you fear as a parent?  How are you compensating 
for not believing you are a good enough parent? 
Question:  How much time are your kids spending in church activities? 
The animals represent all of the other distractions.  So, is your pet at the center of your life?  Seriously, 
what about football, golf, working out, vacation homes or  the next new car?   When our lives are not set 
up right, nothing is right.  When they are it not only looks right – it works right.  The shepherds had it 
right – they left their sheep and risked their jobs to find Jesus.  The Magi left their positions of power 
and wealth to find Him. 
Question:  What are you willing to sacrifice in order to focus on Jesus?  What would your life look like if 
you did? 
St. John, writing about the significance of the birth of Jesus, says that He gives light to everyone.  We all 
have a spark of faith because of that light – but it is our choice to respond to it. For some of us, we 
haven’t responded yet, but we can invite Him in anywhere, anytime, anyplace.  He knocks and waits for 
us to answer.2  And when we do, our lives change and then our first responsibility is baptism.  It 
represents the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ -- dying to self, raised to new life -- it is the 
wedding ceremony for  believers when we become the Bride of Christ – the Church.  Glory to God in the 
highest – love is born; hope is born; JESUS IS BORN! 
 
PRAYER  
Heavenly Father, thank you for Christmas.  It was your plan before Eden to send Your Son to reconcile us 
back to You.  What a magnificent God You are, what a magnificent name Your Son has, worthy of 
worship and praise and being  placed first  in our lives.   In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
2  Revelation 3:20 


