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OPENING   
This week we are concluding our series called Letters From Your Future Self.  All of us wish we could 
give our younger selves advice or wisdom or that our future self would correspond with us giving 
warnings of impending mistakes.  That is not realistic.  But, we can ourselves decide to change the 
direction of our futures and become all that God desires for us to be.  The decisions we make today will 
shape our tomorrows.  
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Luke 9:57-59  As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 
go.”    Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 
head.”  He said to another man, “Follow me.”  But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
Luke 9:61-62 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me go back and say goodbye to my 
family.”  Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 
kingdom of God.” 
1 Corinthians 15:58  Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.  Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.   
Matthew 16:24  If anyone were to come after me he must deny himself, take up his cross daily and 
follow me. 
 
OBSERVATION 
In this week’s scriptures, three men come up to Jesus and say they want to follow Him.  They represent 
us as we make decisions about following Jesus in today’s world.   The first man says he will follow 
wherever Jesus goes, with no conditions, except “as long as where you go is where I want to go.”  Jesus 
says, “I’m homeless – do you want to go there?”   For most of us this is a crossroad:  We can choose to 
follow Jesus over comfort or not -- to choose between God’s dream for us or the American dream.  This 
is where Jesus is asking us to take up our own cross.  He also asked his disciples, “Can you drink this cup 
that I must drink?”   
Question:  When have you chosen comfort over Jesus?  How is that working for you? 
The second man will follow, but first wants to bury his father.  A very natural request, don’t you think? 
But Jesus responds with the truth that when we’re dead, we have made our choice about Him, so let 
those who are dead spiritually minister to those who have rejected Him before dying. The ones who 

 
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



have chosen Him need to go to work immediately, doing consistently all that our Lord asks of us – fulling 
the purpose for which He has called us. 
Question:  If you had been Peter or John when Jesus said to them, “Follow Me!” what would have been 
your response?   What would have stopped you – family, friends, a job?  Is that stopping you today? 
The third man wants to go back and say goodbye to his family and friends.  He was metaphorically 
plowing a field with an ox, but looking back distracted him from the job and the rows end up crooked 
and imperfect.  Looking back to where we have been in life, with all of the sin we’re carrying like an 
anchor, makes it impossible to move forward spiritually.  God doesn’t want us distracted by our pasts – 
He wants our whole hearts today.  As long as everything has to be worked out and sorted out first, or as 
long as we aren’t wholeheartedly in, as long as our priority is comfort, we are not ready for God’s life. 
Question:  What has not been sorted out in your life that is keeping you from wholeheartedly following 
Jesus today? 
APPLICATION 
The signature of mediocrity is not the unwillingness to change – the true signature of mediocrity is 
chronic inconsistency.  We don’t want to shortcut our spiritual lives by jamming our obedience to God 
into old age, do we?  Small consistent choices today equal large impactful results tomorrow – just like 
compounding interest.  We have a community here that calls us to consistently love people and serve 
God right where He has placed us.  We don’t really see an impact for what we do for Jesus daily – it is 
the small consistent choices today that equal large results tomorrow.  So, we don’t want to say, “I think 
I’ll quit since it doesn’t seem like what I am doing makes much of a difference.”  The Crossing’s history is 
a picture of exactly this.  Our average growth over 19 years has been 14% -- we didn’t have a great 
explosion in growth – it was slow and steady wins the race.  We have a slew of people who consistently 
lived out their faith, day after day, week after week, and year after year that resulted in the church 
fellowship we have today.   
Question:  What are you doing inconsistently today?   What fruits are you bearing as a result? 
We need consistency in four major areas:  1)  Prayer.  Thousands are needed to pray for our church, for 
our leaders, for our community for those who don’t know God.  2)  Generosity.  Consistent givers have 
provided the funds to build our church community, support our charitable partners, and make a 
difference in many parts of the world.  Think of what we could achieve if everyone were a consistent 
giver.  3)  Invitation.  Invite your One to come to church.  4)  Serving.  We have a group here called 
Activators.  They make sure things get done.  They park cars, greet people, prepare meals, serve coffee, 
facilitate  Alpha and Rooted groups, build things, do techie stuff, wrap gifts, play instruments, sing  – and 
the list goes on and on.  They serve consistently, helping people discover Jesus and the Journey.  They 
play a small role with a bigger impact, but in that they are dominoes!.  You know, when they are placed 
side-by-side and one begins impacting the next and then the next and so on until we have chain reaction 
that is energizing all of them.   
Question:  In which of the four areas listed above are you consistently involved?    In which would you 
be willing to become involved?  Where are you on the journey to become an Activator?   
Question:  What is keeping you from texting Activator to 702-710-4003 and becoming a domino? 
Paul tells us to stand firm.  These are decisions God wants us to make.  Our spiritual lives matter most – 
far more than the day to day worldly demands and responsibilities.  Our future selves are looking at us 
today and wanting us to avoid bad choices that can derail our walk with Jesus. Pastor Shane has been 
revealing what his future self would be saying to him.  Why not do the same for ourselves?   
Question:  What would your future self want you to know about your current life?   
 
PRAYER   Heavenly Father, help us to stand firm in our devotion to You. We pray that we will always give 
ourselves fully to the work of Your Son, because we know that our labor in Him is not in vain.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 


