
 
Waiting                           The Crossing Church 
Shane Philip                   Las Vegas, Nevada 
May 10, 2020           
      
OPENING   
This week, as we continue our journey through the Gospel of Mark, we encounter two people needing Jesus’ 
healing.  One of them found out that He often requires us to wait for answers to our prayers, but He never 
abandons us. 
QUESTION:  What beauty are you either creating, cultivating or inviting in today? 
QUESTION:  How did you celebrate Mothers’ Day?  How did your mother influence your Christian faith? 
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Mark 1:15  “The time has come,” he said.  “The kingdom of God has come near.  Repent and believe the good 
news!”  
Mark 5:21-31   When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd 
gathered round him while he was by the lake.  Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and 
when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet.  He pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying.  Please 
come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.”  So, Jesus went with him.  And a woman 
was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years.  She had suffered a great deal under the care of 
many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better, she grew worse.  When she heard about 
Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak because she thought, “If I just touch his 
clothes, I will be healed.”  Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from 
her suffering.  At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him.  He turned around in the crowd and 
asked, “Who touched my clothes?”  “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and 
yet you can ask “‘Who touched me? ‘” 
Mark 5:34  He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you.  Go in peace and be freed from your 
suffering.” 
Mark 5:36-37 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”  He did not let 
anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 
Mark 5:40b-42   He took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in 
where the child was.  He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means, “Little girl, I say 
to you, get up!”)  Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk around (she was twelve years old.)  At this 
they were completely astonished. 
1 Peter 5:10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a 
little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm, and steadfast. 
Psalm 40:1  I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. 
 
OBSERVATION 
Interestingly, the two people we are looking at this week are entirely different in status, background, and 
need, but Jesus treats them equally as He heals their circumstances.  The woman, who had no legal status in 
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her community, was unclean because of her condition, and therefore, was, like the leper, untouchable and  
not allowed in the synagogue.  The man, Jairus, was a synagogue leader, who had great status and power as a 
respected religious authority.  The woman had suffered for twelve years before encountering Jesus. The 
synagogue leader had an immediate, desperate need for the healing of someone else – he had no time to 
wait.  By intertwining the healings of these two people, we wonder if Jesus is trying to increase the faith of 
Jairus as he saw how Jesus healed the woman.   The woman in our story spoke faith into herself when she 
said, “If only I can touch His clothes I will be healed.”  We need to do that for ourselves and others. This is how 
community works.  When we see how God is working in others’ lives, it strengthens our faith. 
QUESTION:  What have you done for another person, other than family, this past week?  Have you looked at 
The Crossing’s Community Response page for possible ways to help others? 
 
APPLICATION  
Sometimes we have think that those who are super spiritual or those who have lots of money don’t go 
through the same things that we do, but they assuredly do.  In the midst of crowds, Jesus makes sure that 
desperate people don’t go unnoticed no matter who they are or what their status is.  He stops and engages 
them.  
QUESTION:  When you think of your life’s condition, how do you answer the question, “How can Jesus stop 
and engage with me when I am not worthy because of my lack of status, my pride or my sin?”   
We all hate waiting.  Sometimes we get frustrated with God and take our situations into our own hands and 
make bad decisions.  Or we just sit there and do nothing and give up.  Just because we are in a waiting 
situation like our current circumstance today, doesn’t mean we do nothing.  There is another way to wait that 
increases our faith.  We wait actively and live dependently.  We keep doing the right things while we wait.  
We honor God where we are now and say, “God, I’m submitting myself to Your timing.  I’m not going to force 
something to happen.  I’m waiting on You.”   
QUESTION:  What does this phrase actually look like in real time?  How do you wait and live dependently? 
QUESTION: God requires of us an attitude of humility and submission.  Where are you on your journey 
toward surrender and obedience to God?  What can you do to make greater progress? 
This waiting actively may mean we have to lay down our pride.  Both of the people we’re are studying this 
week had to do this.  Jairus, even as the synagogue leader, had to admit he needed help.  The woman was 
unclean, but whatever pride she may have had left, she had to humbly take the risk of coming to Jesus.  For 
some of us the hardest part of what we are going through is admitting we need help.   
QUESTION:  What are you waiting for God to do today other than ending the isolation period? 
QUESTION:   What do you do when you feel lonely?  To whom are you reaching out today to ease this 
waiting period you are in?   
QUESTION:  What questions are your kids/grandkids asking about the pandemic?  How are you answering? 
The second part of increasing our faith is living dependently.  This means we don’t rush ahead of God.  We 
trust Him and His timing because he doesn’t move at our pace or do our bidding.  We need to continue 
depending on God even if He doesn’t come through the way we want Him to.   
QUESTION:  When God is silent how do you respond?  When He says “no” how do you feel? 
God promises to not only restore our souls, but to use this waiting period to make us, as Peter says, strong 
firm and steadfast.  What both of our people in the story did was come to Jesus and they found that He was 
enough. We need to believe that He is enough for us -- we can’t allow the waiting to undermine that belief.  
We matter so much to God that He sent Jesus and we are promised that we are never alone because He lives 
within us.   
QUESTION:  How do you define “soul”?  What is its purpose? How does it differ from “spirit”? 
 
PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we surrender and say “yes” to Your love, grace and power to get us through this season of 
waiting.  We trust You to protect us and keep us safe.   You are enough.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 



 
 
                                                                                  QUESTIONS 
 
QUESTION:  What beauty am are you either creating, cultivating or inviting in today? 
 
QUESTION:  How did you celebrate Mothers’ Day?  In what ways did your mother influence your Christian 
faith? 
 
QUESTION:  What have you done for another person, other than family, this past week?  Have you looked at 
The Crossing’s Community Response page for possible ways to help others? 
 
QUESTION:  When you think of your life’s condition, how do you answer the question, “How can Jesus stop 
and engage with me when I am not worthy because of my lack of status, my pride or my sin?”   
 
QUESTION:  What does this phrase actually look like in real time?  How do you wait and live dependently? 
 
QUESTION: God requires of us an attitude of humility and submission.  Where are you on your journey 
toward surrender and obedience to God?  What can you do to make greater progress? 
 
QUESTION:  What are you waiting for God to do today other than ending the isolation period? 
 
QUESTION: What do you do when you feel lonely?  To whom are you reaching out today to ease this waiting 
period you are in?   
 
QUESTION:  When God is silent how do you respond?  When He says “no” how do you feel? 
 
QUESTION:  What questions are your kids/grandkids asking about the pandemic?  How are you answering? 
 
QUESTION:  How do you define your soul?  What is its purpose? How does it differ from your spirit? 
 
 
                                                       QUESTIONS YOU MAY WANT TO ADD 
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2. 
 
 
3. 


