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OPENING   
This week we are continuing our study in the Gospel of Mark as we look at three groups of political and religious leaders 
who approached Jesus to try and trap Him by His words.  His answers are models of how we are to speak truth and avoid 
the traps of our adversaries. 
QUESTION:  What lessons do you hope we all will take away from the covid-19 experience? 

 
SCRIPTURE1 
Mark 12:13-18  Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words.  They came to 
him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a man of integrity.  You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no 
attention to who they are, but you teach the way of God in accordance to the truth.  Is it right to pay the imperial tax to 
Caesar or not?  Should we pay or shouldn’t we?”  But Jesus knew their hypocrisy.  “Why are you trying to trap me?”  he 
asked.  “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.’’ They brought him the coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is 
this?  And whose inscription?”  “Caesar’s,” they replied.  Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and to God what is God’s.”  And they were amazed at him.  Then the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came 
to him with a question.    
Mark 12:24-31 Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures and the power of God?  
When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage, they will be like the angels in heaven.  Now about 
the dead rising – have you not read in the Book of Moses, in the account of the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘I am 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?  He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.  You are 
badly mistaken!”  One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.  Noticing that Jesus had given them a 
good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”  “The most important one,” 
answered Jesus, “is this:  ‘Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and again with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than these.” 
Mark 12:34b  And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

Matthew 5:47  And  if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others?  Do not even pagans do 
that? 

 
OBSERVATION 
On the Tuesday before Jesus was crucified, three groups of political and religious leaders tried to turn the crowds against 
Him.  The first group was the Pharisees.  They required strict adherence to ritual law and traditions.  They thought Jesus 
was compromising their interpretation of the Law.  The Sadducees were an influential Jewish sect that denied the 
existence of the spirit world and the resurrection.  The third group was called the Herodians.  Theologically they agreed 
with the Sadducees, but politically they were pro-Herod.  They believed the road to peace and prosperity was to align 
with the Roman government.  These three groups hated each other, but they had one thing in common – their 
opposition to Jesus.  He represented a threat to them so they had to get rid of Him.  They approached this task by trying 
to get Jesus to discredit Himself in front of the people.  Their questions were all devised to accomplish it 
QUESTION:  When have you felt trapped by circumstances or the actions of others? 

 
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



APPLICATION  
Let’s revisit each one of these questions and see how they apply to us today.  1)  The Tax:  The first question concerned 
the imperial tax paid to Caesar.  This tax was levied upon every Jewish man, woman and child who was not a Roman 
citizen.  The Jewish people hated it because it reminded them of the Roman oppression they had suffered since 6 B. C.  
Should Jesus and His disciples pay it?  If Jesus says yes, the people will turn on Him;  if He says no, the Herodians will 
report Him to Rome.  Therefore, it was a trap!  His answer was to pay to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is 
God’s. Jesus’ answer is brilliant (why aren’t we surprised?) when He says they are responsible to pay a tax if they owe it, 
but, also, to give to God what is owed to Him.  He is saying the same to us. 
QUESTION:  In what other worldly areas is Jesus telling you to be faithful?  
2)  Marriage in heaven:  The second question had to do with marriage after death.  Jesus tells them that they don’t 
know the very scriptures they are so proud of studying over most of their lives.  He said there is no marriage in heaven 
no matter how many spouses they’ve had in this life!  Of course, the Sadducees believed death was the end of 
everything, so they were unhappy when Jesus said this.  Jesus went on to remind them that, in answer to Moses’ 
question, “Whom shall I say sent me?" God said “I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob!”2  He is reaffirming in the 
present tense that He is a very present Father and the God of the living.  He has always existed, He exists today, and He 
will exist forever.  He is the GREAT I AM!   
QUESTION:  What is Jesus saying to you in response to the question about marriage? 
QUESTION:  Which of your loved ones are you eager to see in heaven?  
3)  The greatest commandment:  The third question concerned which of the commandments was the most important?  
There are 613 commands in Old Testament Law, not just The Ten, and many were created by tradition and not by God.  
Jesus answers by quoting Old Testament scripture:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength. 3 And Love your neighbor as yourself. 4 There is no commandment 
greater than these.”  Jesus just shifted from only a vertical love to a horizontal love also when He added “others” to the 
equation.  In those times, people could love God and treat others poorly.  Now Jesus is redefining the way we love God 
as the way we love other people.   God telling us to love those who are different from us.  He has fulfilled the Law and 
the prophets.    
QUESTION:  How difficult is it for you to love unlovable people?  Is there such a person in your life? 
QUESTION:  What are your thoughts about the current racial crisis?  Have you been speaking with your friends who 
are ethnically different from you about it?  What did you learn? 
QUESTION:  What actions do you think could be taken by the church during these times? 
God gave us the power to overcome strongholds, the power to love the unlovable person, and the power to get us 
through whatever circumstances we face.  If we are dealing with an impossible situation and we underestimate God’s 
power to come up with the un-thought-of answer, we are missing out on a great experience with Him.  We have created 
a trap of our own. 
QUESTION:  In what ways have you underestimated the power of God in your life? 
QUESTION:  When has God answered prayers for you in ways you did not imagine?  
Jesus gave unexpected answers to those who were out to trap Him and His words never did discredit Him among the 
people.  In various seasons of our lives we may feel trapped by circumstances that overtake us.  We need to listen for 
Jesus’ words of wisdom which will help guide us when those seasons come – otherwise, it is possible that we will 
underestimate the power of God. 
QUESTION:  From Jesus’ responses what have you learned about dealing with those who are trying to defeat you? 

 
PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we pray that You will not allow us to underestimate Your power in our circumstances. Help us to trust 
You no matter what is going on around us.  Open our hearts and minds to the needs of people who are not like us.  
Teach us Your word so that we may rightly answer those who try to defeat us.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

 
 

 
2 Exodus 3:2 
3 Deuteronomy 6:5 
4 Leviticus 19:18 



 
 
 
      QUESTIONS 
 
QUESTION:  What lessons do you hope we all will take away from the covid-19 experience? 
 
QUESTION:  When have you felt trapped by circumstances or the actions of others? 
 
QUESTION:  In what other worldly areas is Jesus telling you to be faithful?  

 
QUESTION:  What is Jesus saying to you in response to the question about marriage? 
 
QUESTION:  Which of your loved ones are you eager to see in heaven?  
 
QUESTION:  What did you learn from this study about how to answer those who try to defeat you? 
 
QUESTION:  How difficult is it for you to love unlovable people?  Is there such a person in your life? 
 
QUESTION:  What are your thoughts about the current racial crisis?  Have you been speaking with your 
friends who are ethnically different from you about it?  What did you learn? 
 
QUESTION:  What actions do you think could be taken by the church during these times to help? 
 
QUESTION:  In what ways have you underestimated the power of God in your life? 
 
QUESTION:  When has God answered prayers for you in ways you did not imagine?  
 
QUESTION:  From Jesus’ responses what have you learned about dealing with those who are trying to 
defeat you? 
 
                                                            QUESTIONS YOU MAY WANT TO ADD 
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3. 


