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OPENING   
This week, we continuing our journey through the Gospel of Mark.  It brings up questions about asking 
questions of God.   Are they okay to ask? Is God offended or mad when we question Him about why He does 
what He does?   John the Baptist had one question: “Are You the Christ?” Jesus answered with love, not anger. 
QUESTION:  In what ways have you exercised this past week?  
QUESTION:  When you last asked someone what they needed from you, what did they say?  What changes 
did you make based on their answers? 
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Mark 1:15  “The time has come,” he said.  “The kingdom of God has come near.  Repent and believe the good 
news!”  
Mark 6:17-20  For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in 
prison.  He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married.  For John had been 
saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”  So Herodias nursed a grudge against 
John and wanted to kill him.  But she was not able to, because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing 
him to be a righteous and holy man.  When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to 
him. 
Luke 7:18-22  John’s disciples told him about all these things.  Calling two of them he sent them to the Lord to 
ask,  “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”  When the men came to Jesus, 
they said, “John the Baptist sent us to ask, ‘Are you the one to come or should we expect someone else?’“ At 
that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who 
were blind.  So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard.  The 
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.” 
Mark 6:21-25  Finally the opportune time came.  On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials 
and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee.  When the daughter of Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests.  The king said to the girl, “Ask me for anything you want, 
and I’ll give it to you.” And he promised her with an oath, “Whatever you ask I will give you up to half my 
kingdom.”  She went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask for?”  “The head of John the Baptist,” she 
answered.  At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request. “I want you to give me right now the head 
of John the Baptist on a platter.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:18  Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus, 
 
OBSERVATION 
So, here’s some background:  King Herod the Great, who tried to kill Jesus as a child, had lots of sons, three of 
whom were placed in authority over regions of Israel after his death:  Herod Antipas, Herod Philip, and Herod 

 
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 



Aristobulus who had a daughter named Herodias.   Philip took his niece, Herodias, as his wife and then Antipas 
lured her away to marry him.  Now we have the perfect definition of familial disfunction.  John the Baptist 
condemned this arrangement vociferously.  As a result, Herodias convinced Antipas to arrest John and 
imprison him. Eventually, John was beheaded by the proud and cowardly Antipas, but, during about ten 
months of confinement, John had doubts about who Jesus was and that caused him to ask a crazy question. 
QUESTION:  Under what circumstances have you had doubts about Jesus and your faith in Him? 
QUESTION:  What other Biblical characters can you name who behaved in prideful and cowardly ways?  
 
APPLICATION  
We know that John was a righteous man -- Jesus Himself called him the greatest of the prophets2 and he was 
empowered by God to usher in the ministry of His Son. He did nothing wrong, but the powers that be in those 
days were evil and imprisoned him.  John must have had many questions about these circumstances and may 
even have asked, “What are You doing, God?” and “What have I done to deserve this situation?” but we know 
he had doubts about Jesus.   Even after reflecting back on his baptism of Jesus and hearing God say, “This is 
my Son in whom I am well pleased!” John still had questions. 
QUESTION:  What questions are you asking God today?  
When things are going well for us, we say life is good and God is near.  But when things are not so good, we 
say the opposite -- that life is not good and God is not near.  You see, difficulties expose the authenticity of our 
confidence in God.  When we face problems, we discover what we really believe and begin to ask questions. 
The answer John heard back from his followers after they asked Jesus if He were the Messiah was, “Reflect on 
what I am accomplishing during my ministry:  healings, feeding, teaching the Word, and raising people from 
the dead, and decide for yourself who I am.”  Our right question, as we reflect on the past, is how many times 
did Jesus come through for us with healings, answered prayers and changed circumstances?  What have we 
seen and heard?  If we don’t look for the ways He is working and moving, we may forget those events.  So, the 
question becomes what we are going to do with our questions? The answer is we need to look back at God’s 
faithfulness to move forward in faith. 
QUESTION:  What does it mean to have spiritual eyes to see and ears to hear? 
QUESTION:  When has God come through for you in the past?  To what next right step is God is calling you? 
QUESTION:  What are common themes God is addressing in your life, i.e., trust, loving others, devotions, 
pride, apathy, cowardice or willfulness.  In what ways is He letting you know that He wants change? 
When what is happening at home, work, school, or with our finances begin to defeat us, we need to 
remember that our circumstances do not reflect how God feels about us.  Proof of that happened on the 
Cross.  The things we want removed the most may be the very things that God has chosen to use for our 
growth, strength and faith.   
QUESTION:  What characteristics of Christ are being developed in you today? 
QUESTION:  What is godly contentment?  What does it look like to be content in Christ? 
Paul suffered greatly during his ministry from a problem with his eyes and he asked God to remove it.  God 
instead answered, “My grace is sufficient for you.”3  Paul tells us to give thanks in ALL circumstances because 
we have a firm foundation in Christ and He cares for us.  His will for our lives is that we have faith in Jesus no 
matter what is going on around us.   
QUESTION:  What is God’s grace?  When have you experienced it?  How are you extending it to others? 
 
PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we trust You even when we don’t see what You are doing.  We know You are using these 
difficult moments to grow our faith.  Please use this difficult time we are experiencing to teach and grow us 
until You choose to remove it.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 
2 Luke 7:1 
3 2 Corinthians; Galatians 4:15 



 
 
                                                                                  QUESTIONS 
 
QUESTION:  In what ways have you exercised this past week?  
 
QUESTION:  When you last asked someone what they needed from you, what did they say?  What changes 
did you make based on their answers? 
 
QUESTION:  Under what circumstances have you had doubts about Jesus and your faith in Him? 
 
QUESTION:  What other Biblical characters can you name who behaved in prideful and cowardly ways?  
 
QUESTION:  What questions are you asking God today?   
 
QUESTION:  What does it mean to have spiritual eyes to see and ears to hear? 
 
QUESTION:  When has God come through for you in the past?  To what next right step is God calling you? 
 
QUESTION:  What are common themes God is addressing in your life, i.e., trust, loving others, devotions, 
pride, apathy, cowardice or willfulness.  In what ways is He letting you know that He wants change? 
 
QUESTION:  What characteristics of Christ are being developed in you today? 
 
QUESTION:  What is godly contentment?  What does it look like to be content in Christ? 
 
QUESTION:  What is God’s grace?  When have you experienced it?  How are you extending it to others? 
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