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OPENING   
We’ve reached the conclusion of our series in the Gospel of Mark – but it is not the end because whenever we 
finish something we should be compelled to reflect back on what we have learned.   Remember, we started 
this journey through Mark at the end of the story – Palm Sunday and Easter -- with Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.  Through his account of Jesus’ life we discover the point of the story (an invitation to follow 
Christ and to join His new kingdom -- this new way of living), but now we are invited to actually respond to the 
invitation.  God is calling us to introspectively and honestly evaluate where we are in loving Him and others. 
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Mark 12:28-34 “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”  “The most important one,” 
answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than these.”   “Well said, Teacher,” the man replied.  “You are 
right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him.  To love him with all your heart, with all your 
understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.”  When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.” 
John 13:34-35  A new command I give you:  Love one another  As I have loved you … so you must love one 
another.  By this one thing everyone will know that you are my disciples if you love one another. 
Ephesians 4:32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other just as in Christ God forgave 
you. 
1 Corinthians 13:4  Love is patient.  Love is kind.  Love does not dishonor others.  It is not self-seeking. 
Philippians 2:5  In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus. 
 
OBSERVATION 
Imagine that Jesus went around the Upper Room and asked each of the disciples, “Remember how we met?  
What were you doing?  Were the others excited about having you around?  Do you remember what I did?  I 
invited you to follow me.” With all of your warts and bad behavior, I call you. Jesus challenged Peter when He 
asked him, “Do you love me?” three times.  He used two Greek forms of the word for love in the question – 
agape and phyllo.2  Jesus then responded, “Feed my sheep.”  Peter was fully forgiven there and then.  Jesus 
extended grace and acceptance then and to us now, and through us to everyone we meet regardless of how 
they treat us.  Then He said that He was taking His love to another, unimaginable level as He voluntarily 
walked toward the Cross for them and for us.  That is the model He wants us to be willing to follow. 
QUESTION:  The Greeks have six words for love.  What are they and their definitions? 

 
1 All scripture is NIV unless otherwise indicated 
2 John 21:15-17 



QUESTION:  What do you say God when He asks you, “Do you love me?”   How committed are you to Him? 
QUESTION:  Tell us about the time when Jesus invited you to follow Him.  What did He call you out of? 
 
APPLICATION 
What Jesus did and said always forced a response or an action.  When He healed someone He would say, 
“Take up your bed and walk” or “go to the pool and wash the mud from your eyes.”  In doing so their faith 
healed them.  In just the same way, He is healing us of bigotry, racism, classism and just plain hatred by saying, 
“Respond to My invitation to love others.”  How we do that will determine how much healing we will receive 
because responding to this command is complicated, demanding and messy.  The idea of love in our culture is 
in danger of being watered down and trivialized when we say we love donuts, the Raiders, ice cream, our 
spouses, our kids, the Golden Knights, etc. -- so that the word easily loses its true emphasis and opportunity.  
QUESTION:  How can we love God whom we have difficulty touching, feeling, or hearing with human ears, 
more than our parents, spouses, kids and best friends? 
QUESTION:   Of all the things or people you love, what or who is the most important to you?   
Did we hesitate in answering because, in all honesty, we might not have our priorities right?  Bob Goff3 said, 
“Every time I wonder who I should love and for how long I should love them, God continues to whisper to me: 
‘Everybody, always.’“  Everybody means those whose life paths do not parallel our own; whose beliefs are not 
our own; whose politics are not our own; and whose skin color does not match our own.  That’s the Jesus 
standard.  We all can so easily accept love as a concept, but few walk in it consistently because it is so 
demanding.    Yet there are few times more important than right now, that love must be a consistent, driving 
force for those following in Jesus’ footsteps.  We can’t simply ignore the sorrow and lament of millions who 
are made in the image of God in our country and just pat them on the shoulder saying “God bless You.”  If we 
do that, we haven’t done what love requires of us. 
QUESTION:  What does love require of you this week?   Do you think God requires too much of you?  If so, 
what is your alternative? 
We often forget that the civil rights movement was born out of the church.  The church led out in a very real 
way.  So, if we as believers refuse to be part of this important conversation and the change that is taking place, 
we lose the place where we should be.  We should be running toward this moment with the light and good 
news of the gospel instead of choosing to hide behind our device screens and social media handles.   So, while 
we prepare to regather and we clean our church buildings, prep our logo face masks, sanitize our hands, and 
prepare for contactless communion, we still risk remaining contaminated because it’s our lack of faith and 
love that desperately needs to be disinfected.  Jesus’ love is uncomplicated, but it is demanding and it is messy 
and He is calling us to commit everything to His Kingdom.   
QUESTION:  Which people in your life demonstrate by their behavior that they love God more than anything 
or anyone else? 
Then we come to the crux of the matter – we have been forgiven because Jesus went to the Cross  for our 
sins.  Therefore, we are required to forgive others for that reason alone.  When we fully internalize that fact 
and leave our strongholds in the past, we are released to fully love others, no matter how irritating, 
demanding or downright cruel they are.  Finally, we are reminded that everyone we come in contact with is 
sacred to God – they are made in His image just as we are. 
QUESTION:  Reflect back on your past and consider what you have been forgiven for.  Who in your life today 
needs your forgiveness?   Of whom do you need to ask forgiveness for something you have done? 
QUESTION:  If you were uncomfortable with this week’s study, what concerned you about it? 
 
PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, help us to love You and others according to Jesus’ example.  We know that we are of no value to our 
families or anyone else unless we are fully in love and committed to You.   In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 
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