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OPENING   
This week we are beginning a 5-week series called Lack Nothing.  It is based upon one of the most well-known, 
most quoted, and most memorized scriptures in the Bible -- King David’s 23rd Psalm.  We often think of it as a 
funeral passage because that is where we most often hear it, but it was not intended for the dead.  It was 
meant for the living as David used the metaphor of sheep and their shepherd to represent us and our Jesus. 
QUESTION:  When have you read about David’s life in 2 Samuel?  Why did God say of him, “David has a 
heart for Me?”  What does God see in you that He would say the same about you? 
QUESTION:  David wrote Psalm 51 in repentance for all of his many sins against God and others.  If you have 
read it, how did it touch your heart? 
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Psalm 23:1-6  The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.  He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me 
beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul.  He guides me along right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I 
walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 
me.  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  You anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever. 
John 10:11-15  I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  The hired hand is 
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep.  So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away.  Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.  The man runs away because he is a hired hand and 
cares nothing for the sheep.  I am the good shepherd.  I know my sheep and my sheep know me – just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 
OBSERVATION 
Psalm 23 was born out of the life of David.  He experienced some of life’s highest highs and lowest lows as he 
killed Goliath, was anointed King at age 16, was chased by King Saul throughout the desert for 14 more years, 
then achieved enormous success, affluence and influence.  He also had tremendous heartaches when his first 
son by Bathsheba died, when another son, Absalom, removed his throne and tried to kill him -- his family 
dynamics were a train wreck.  In the midst of the highs and lows, he said, “The Lord is my shepherd.”  These 
words are in the present tense and highly personal.  He had a relationship with God.   
 
APPLICATION  
David knew what it meant to be a shepherd.  He had spent years watching them, yet he wrote Psalm 23, not 
from the perspective of a shepherd, but of the sheep.  This is odd because sheep are  1)  Dumb:  The aren’t 
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very bright and this is demonstrated by their willingness to follow other sheep right off a cliff. 2)  
Directionless:  They are prone to wander, often into dangerous situations; 3) Defenseless; They are not 
intimidating animals.  No claws, sharp teeth, huge bodies, or aggressive personalities.  They frighten easily and 
flock together for protection from predators because there is safety in numbers;  4)  Dirty:  They aren’t like 
cats that can clean themselves.  They need a shepherd to wash them white as snow.  Because of all of these 
issues, they need a shepherd to protect and care for them.  The shepherd’s job is to lead his sheep to still 
waters to drink because rushing water causes them fear and anxiety.  Sometimes he leads them into dark 
valleys, but he protects them there and cares for their needs. Because this is a metaphor, a story with things 
or people representing other things or people, we know that we are the sheep with all of the same four 
characteristics, and Jesus is the shepherd who leads, protects, and cares for us.   
QUESTION:  God is telling us that we have sheep-like characteristics so how do you demonstrate them in 
your life? 
Scripture tells us that under God’s provision and protection, we lack nothing.  This sounds great, but truthfully 
a lot of us are in want right now.  We have lost jobs, we have bills to pay and no money coming in, and we are 
anxious and depressed as we see our savings being used up.  We are in a pandemic of discontentment.  
Perhaps if we are unsettled or angry or feel like our lives are lacking something, it might be an indication that 
we have let something or someone other than God be our shepherd – someone without credentials. We all 
have one we turn to for guidance, care, and advice -- whatever or whomever we are trusting our lives to.  
Maybe the shepherd we are following is our own inner voice.  If so, maybe we are struggling and can’t get out 
of our own heads because we are telling ourselves that things are never going to get better.  People who have 
no ownership in our situation may disappoint us like all of those idols we depend on.  None of them ever died 
for our sins or was resurrected from the dead so we could be reconciled with our Father in heaven as Jesus 
did.  They will always fail us.    
QUESTION:  What is causing your discontentment today? 
QUESTION:  Who is your shepherd -- who or what are you trusting your future to?  Why?  What do they 
have that rises to the Person of Jesus? 
Jesus referred to many of the Jewish leaders as bad shepherds because they led the people astray.  They were 
only concerned with protecting their power and status and did not care for the people as God intended.  They 
were shepherds who were like the hired hands and had no vested interest in the sheep and abandoned them 
at the first sign of danger.  Jesus wanted them and us to know the difference between His shepherding skills 
and theirs when He says, “I am the Good Shepherd and I know My sheep and they know Me.”  It means we are 
individuals in unique relationships with our Savior Shepherd and no longer need to try and control our lives. 
QUESTION:  When have you encountered someone who was a bad shepherd?  How did you cope in that 
situation?  What did you do to make it better? 
QUESTION:  When has your ability to control something failed you?  Why do you continue to think that 
control will make you safe and content? 
Some of us have never surrendered our lives to Jesus.  For others of us, we have followed Him for many years, 
but may have wandered away.  It isn’t too late to move forward with Him now by praying for forgiveness of 
sins and asking Him into our hearts and lives.  He has been standing at our doors knocking for a long time. 
QUESTION:  What are you continuing to withhold from God because you don’t really believe or live your life 
like He can provide for you? 
On Monday, August 10th, we are beginning our annual 21 Days of Prayer event at The Crossing.  Pastor Shane 
will be sharing a daily devotional and some prayer initiatives with us.  Also, we are preparing our first drive-in 
gathering called Converge on Sunday evening, August 16.  We will be able to drive into our parking lot for 25 
minutes of worship and special teaching.  There will also be baptisms after this service for anyone who is ready 
for this step of faith. 
QUESTION: What would prevent you from joining us in these opportunities for fellowship and worship? 
 
 



 
PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we so desperately need your shepherding wisdom, care and protection.  The world is getting 
more frightening by the moment as so much we have depended on is changing around us.  God, pour out Your 
Spirit’s power and wisdom among us as we walk forward into each day.  Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
                                                                          QUESTIONS 
 
QUESTION:  When have you read about David’s life in 2 Samuel?  Why did God say of him, “David has a 
heart for Me?”  What does God see in you that He would say the same about you? 
 
QUESTION:  David wrote Psalm 51 in repentance for all of his many sins against God and others.  If you have 
read it, how did it touch your heart? 
 
QUESTION:  God is telling us that we have sheep-like characteristics so how do you demonstrate them in 
your life? 
 
QUESTION:  What is causing your discontentment today? 
 
QUESTION:  Who is your shepherd -- who or what are you trusting your future to?  Why?  What do they 
have that rises to the Person of Jesus? 
 
QUESTION:  When have you encountered someone who was a bad shepherd?  How did you cope in that 
situation?  What did you do to make the situation better? 
 
QUESTION:  When has your ability to control something failed you?  Why do you continue to think that 
control will make you safe and content?  
 
QUESTION:  What are you continuing to withhold from God because you don’t really believe or live your life 
like He can provide for you? 
 
QUESTION: What would prevent you from joining us in these opportunities for fellowship and worship? 
 


