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OPENING   
This week we are continuing our study in the Book of Joshua called Strong + Courageous.  It is pretty common 
for us to get through a tough season and forget what God has done for us. Even the children of Israel were 
guilty of this.  As we are navigating this confusing season, there are some things that God is teaching us that 
we don’t want to forget. 
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Joshua 3:14-16a  So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the 
covenant went ahead of them.  Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during the harvest.  Yet as soon as the 
priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, the water from 
upstream stopped flowing. 
Joshua 3:17  The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stopped in the middle of the Jordan 
and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry 
ground. 
Joshua 4:1-7  When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, “Choose 
twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve stones from the 
middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, and carry them over with you and put them 
down at the place where you stay tonight.  So, Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from 
the Israelites, one from each tribe, and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the 
middle of the Jordan.  Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes 
of the Israelites, to serve as a sign among you.  In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these 
stones mean?’  Tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord.  
When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.  These stones are to be a memorial to the 
people of Israel forever.” 
 
OBSERVATION 
The Ark of the Covenant represented the presence of God.  The symbolism is obvious:  God is going to lead the 
way, but it isn’t going to be easy.  Forty years before this, when they were fleeing the Egyptians, God parted 
the Red Sea and their ancestors safely walked across.  But this time, instead of God parting the waters first as 
He did with the Red Sea, He tells the priests who are carrying the Ark of the Covenant to step into the rushing 
water and then the Jordan River would stop so they could cross to the other side.  The only problem was the 
river was at flood stage with the Jordan 30 feet deep and 300 feet wide.  Stepping into that raging river was 
very scary for the priests! 
QUESTION:  What items did God place in the Ark of the Covenant?2  What did those items represent?  

 
1 All scripture translation is   NIV unless otherwise indicated. 



QUESTION:  What is your Jordan River?  Where is God asking you to take the first step? 
 
APPLICATION 
Many of us are standing on the banks waiting for God to part the waters before us and then we will take the 
first step.  Fix our marriages then we will be faithful; give us lots of money, then we will be generous.  But God 
doesn’t work like that.  He wants us to take that first step because then our faith grows.  Jesus often required 
a step of faith before healing someone.3 
QUESTION:  When has God required you to take a step of faith before stepping in Himself? 
Because God knows human nature, He is asking us to do something to mark the moments when He protected, 
provided, and taught us.  But, we have a perpetual cycle going:  We get what we want and then we want 
something else.  We forget about the very thing that we wanted before -- we take it for granted -- and now we 
want something bigger and better. God told Joshua to have twelve representatives of the twelve tribes to 
gather very large stones from the river and build a monument at the beginning of the Promised Land so they 
wouldn’t forget what He had done for them.  The stones marked a miracle and they would be there for future 
generations who would look at them and say, “God did this for our ancestors – we can trust Him to be faithful 
to us and our families, too.” 
QUESTION:  Why did God select members of the twelve tribes to gather the stones?4 
There are two huge dangers to forgetting what God has done:  1)  We will take credit for what is behind us,  
and 2)  We will be afraid of what is ahead of us.  If we don’t remember what God has done miraculously in 
our past, we will not have the faith to face our giants in the future.  Marking what He has done is a crucial 
spiritual rhythm of discipleship. 
QUESTION:  When have you taken credit for something you know God did for you? 
QUESTION:  What are you not surrendering to God as you face an uncertain future?  
This is what we do every Sunday:  We take communion to remember that Jesus paid a price for our sins.  We 
sing songs together to remember that God has been faithful in our lives.  We watch baptisms and remember 
that we died to our old life and rose to a brand new one.  When we give we remember that everything we 
have belongs to God.  God gives us tangible memorials to help us remember His faithfulness to us.  They are 
reminders of what God did and what He is going to do.   A few suggestions are a memorial or a place where 
God showed up, or a verse that has given us hope, or an item or a journal or a picture or a song. 
QUESTION: When you get to the other side of the pandemic and get back to some level of normalcy, how 
are you going to remember God’s faithfulness during that season? 
We will waste this whole season if we get to the other side no different than we were before. If all we have 
are resentments and bitterness over what we’ve lost, and don’t value the divine appointment God made out 
of a  terrible tragedy, our spiritual adventure there never happened. 
QUESTION:  Is this you – bitter and angry?  What can you do to change your perspective and consider what 
spiritual gains you most certainly made during  this time.  How can you do this?  
Some moments are worth remembering through prayer and reflection and memorializing in tangible ways– 
especially when our loving Father created them uniquely for us. 
QUESTION:  What have you done to memorialize what God has done for you?  How do you answer when 
your kids ask what they mean to you? 
 
PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, help us to remember Your past moments of faithfulness to us and meditate on them as we 
build memorials to You for Your protection, provision, forgiveness, redemption, and the grace that sustains us.  
In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

 
2 Hebrews 9:4 
3 John 5:1-9, 9:1-7 
4 Genesis 49:1-28 
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QUESTION:  What items did God place in the Ark of the Covenant?  What did those items 
represent? 
 
QUESTION:  What is your Jordan River?  Where is God asking you to take the first step? 
 

QUESTION:  When has God required you to take a step of faith before stepping in Himself? 
 
QUESTION:  Why did God select members of the twelve tribes to gather the stones? 
 
QUESTION:  When have you taken credit for something you know God did for you? 
 
QUESTION:  What are you not surrendering to God as you face an uncertain future?  
 
QUESTION: When you get to the other side of the pandemic and get back to some level of 
normalcy, how are you going to remember God’s faithfulness? 
 
QUESTION:  Is this you – bitter and angry?  What can you do to change your perspective and 
consider what spiritual gains you most certainly made during this time.  How can you do 
this?  
 
QUESTION:  What have you done to memorialize what God has done for you?  How do you 
answer when your kids ask what they mean to you? 
 
 


