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Thanksgiving has always been one of my favorite holidays. I believe it was genius to set
aside a day where we would recognize the blessings we have been given by God. Especially
because I don’t believe we are naturally bent toward thanksgiving. I think there is a reason
a commandment says you should not covet. Our hearts, left to their worldly nature, shy
away from recognizing blessings, let alone giving thanks for them, and seek to be
fulfilled with things not in our possession, seemingly always unsatisfied. Most of us had to
be taught to say thank you. We also had to be taught to share the things with which we
have been blessed and not to just take the things we wanted. I believe having thankful
hearts is something that must be taught and learned.
As Christians, we should be the most thankful people on the earth. We have received so
many blessings in life, a Savior who has saved us from our sin, and the hope we will spend
all eternity in heaven with God. There are so many wonders in this life for which to be
thankful. We are also instructed and challenged in Scripture to be a thankful people.
“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; the shout aloud to the rock of our
salvation. But us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with
music and song.” Psalm 95:1 – 2
“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to
him and praise his name.” Psalm 100:4
“But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or any
kind of impurity, or greed, as these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor
should there be any obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out
of place, but rather thanksgiving.” Ephesians 5:3 – 4
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” First Thessalonians 5:16 – 18
There are so many places in Scripture where we are encouraged to give thanks or to offer
thanksgiving. Did you know there was even a fellowship offering of thanksgiving. Time and
time again God reminds us to be people who give thanks. Paul in his letter to the
Philippians reminds the church to be content.
“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to the content
whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know
what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secrets of being content in any
and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or
in want.” Philippians 4:11 – 12
Paul writes in this passage that he has “learned” to be content. Like with anything, I believe
we get better at giving thanks when we practice being thankful. I am thankful we have a
day set aside for us to practice and be reminded of how good our God has been. I hope you
will take the time, not just to eat your fill, watch football, and nap, but to remember as a
family to give thanks to the One who supplied it all. Happy Thanksgiving!
In God’s Love
Craig
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2020 has been an interesting year to say the least. For many Americans it has been an exceptionally difficult year. Millions have lost their
jobs and don’t know how they will pay for their homes. We’ve been quarantined and heard confusing information concerning Covid-19.
Many have had family get sick and many feel as though they’ve been lied to by those meant to protect and lead us. And for more still this is
the first time in memory your child’s ability to go to school has been in jeopardy by things completely beyond your control. Throw on top of
this the fact it’s an election year, which carries it’s own frustrations and a mountain of stresses. It can go without saying for many 2020 has
been just a terrible, no good year. And yet, for many, it’s been a year of celebration. Many have grown closer to their families, started their
own family, or maybe rediscovered the deep, meaningful relationships they have with their friends. God has reminded us He is in control
and just how deeply and profoundly good He is.
As Thanksgiving approaches, I believe we have a unique opportunity to teach our kids what it means to be thankful in all circumstances. In
1 Thessalonians 5: 18 Paul tells us, “ give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” This year really brings
a new appreciation of this verse. Your kids may be wondering how to be thankful in the face of difficult times. This year, we are uniquely
positioned to be able to remind our kids of God’s faithfulness and help them learn to experience His presence in “all circumstances.”
Paul gives us an incredible guide on being thankful no matter what’s happening in Philippians 4:8, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” Paul reminds us our Father gives us good gifts and He is always with us, we only need
to look for Him. Often we allow ourselves to be distracted from what God’s doing and who He is by things going on around us. We allow
busyness and difficult situations to distract us from what really matters. But in this verse Paul reminds us to slow down and look for what
God’s doing today. As you prepare for this Thanksgiving, I encourage you to spend time with your kids talking about ways you’ve been truly
blessed this year. Take time to turn the constant barrage of how bad 2020 is off, and discuss how good God is. Doing this will help your kids
learn to see what God is doing. It will help them learn to be thankful. If we don’t intentionally point our kids to God’s goodness now, then
the world will point them away from it. This year is the best we’ve had in a long time to see just how profoundly good God is.
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BE PREPARED
Fall is one of my favorite seasons (spring is my favorite) with the changing color in leaves, pumpkin patches and pumpkin pie. I love waking
up to be greeted by the crisp morning air while sipping my coffee. Every day you are greeted by combines active in the fields reaping the
harvest of months prior labor. There is much anticipation in the air as you dream about the harvest, that elusive monster buck and is your
football team finally going to turn things around. Fall brings cooler weather and slowly prepares us for the icy blast of winter. This season
helps us prepare for what is to come in the winter, it is a time of preparation.
Fall also means shorter days with cool mornings and warm afternoons. The day begins in the dark and ends in darkness as daylight shrinks
and shrinks. This is a time of year I enjoy thoroughly, but is also one of preparation because I know what it means. I know this means
pre-teens and teens are going to be inside more and will not be outside enjoying themselves. They will not be able to soak up the sunshine
as they go to school in the dark and return in the dark. Fall is my preparation time for what I am certain winter will bring.
Teenagers are unpredictable at times and difficult to understand. They make decisions that seem to be made with no forethought of the
possible outcomes or consequences of their action. This is true for perfectly normal teenagers who are not experiencing anxiety or
depression. So how do you know when your teenager is not acting normal and may need some help? What do you need to be aware of as
you prepare for the shorter days of winter and possible isolation because of the pandemic?
The winter months are an emotionally draining time as teenagers come in stressed out, anxious and not sure how to process what they are
feeling or why they are feeling it. Some feel completely powerless to anxiety and desperately wish they could be happy. I see this often in
the winter months with teens because of the short days and extra periods of darkness.
This winter we will need to be prepared and vigilant as it is not a normal year at all. From civil unrest, to wildfires and a pandemic;
teenagers are especially anxious. They may have to go back to remote learning, lose more extra-curricular activities and events that have
traditionally defined school. It is always a great idea to engage them every day in conversation to see what is happening in their world.
This is a great time to prepare for what is coming. Your teen may be experiencing anxiety or depression right now and you have not noticed
it. Pay attention to them and schedule time out of every day to have intentional conversations that center on them and what they are
experiencing. Ask lots of questions to understand what they think is happening in our country, the world, at school, and our community.
Listen to their answers, validate what they are feeling and seek to understand, not to be understood. You might be able to have weekly
family-check-ins at mealtime at night where everyone in the family is able to share honestly and openly about themselves (be prepared for
what they say and do not overreact). Take time to pray together, sing together and do fun activities together. Stay involved with your
regular rhythms of work, worship, rest.
FCC Student ministries is here to partner with you as you train your teens to live and love like Jesus.

MISSION EMPHASIS
Our Golden Bowl Thanksgiving offering on Sunday, November 22, will be dedicated to our local school backpack
program. Through our donations, we provide weekend meals to 75 school children who have a limited food supply
at home. Our school educators have recognized the importance the school plays in providing meals to children
while school is in session. Our program, which started 9 years ago, has shown the love of Jesus to children and their
families.
Backpacks go home with the student each Friday with food such as cereal, canned meals
(Ex. Spaghettios, ravioli) snacks, milk, canned fruit, and juice. The backpacks are delivered to North Side, Center
Street, New Hope, and Geff schools for the recipients. The cost of weekend meals per child is $5.65 per week. If you
do the math, that is over $1600 per month to feed 75 kids. While it is somewhat costly to run this program, we are
thrilled to be able to feed kids in the community who may otherwise spend their weekends without enough food.
Prayerfully consider your support and label your Golden Bowl offering to “Backpack Program” so your funds are
directed to the children’s food backpack program.

NURSERY SCHEDULE
9:00 am

10:30 am

Week 1

Barbara Bozarth / Elizabeth Long

Cindy Hayes / Diana Higginbotham

Week 2

Fran Carter / Amy Doty

Laura Simpson / Kelly Scott

Week 3

Matta Gray / Drew Vaupel

Jackie Grepares / Jodi Poole

Week 4

Connie Mitchell / Toby Hucker

Bob & Dena Hall

Week 5

Diana Higginbotham / Toby Hucker

Heather Neuman / Caleb Higginbotham

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
November 2
Jim Gifford
Hazel Mitchell
November 3
Robert Bruce
Julie Aman
November 4
Brantley Wright
November 5
Joan Wallace

November 6
Evelyn Doty
Bentley Baker
Nicholas Courtright

November 11
Trevor Hall
November 12
MacKenzie Billington

November 7
Elizabeth Long
Landen Keck

November 13
Bernadine Obrecht
Carolyn Griffith
Linda Hodges
Dennis Mitchell

November 8
Morgan Duckworth
November 10
Elisa Taylor

November 14
Jess Duckworth

November 15
Louisa Blessing
November 16
JoAn Sons
Haylee Neuman
November 17
Emersyn Robbins
November 18
Arminta Overbee
Mike Duckworth

November 19
Laura Ethridge
Tyler Koker
November 20
Ian Puckett
Kathy VanTassel

November 24
Terry Hall
November 25
David Read
Debbie Legg
Knox Carter
Sally Lee

November 22
Ruth Braddock
Ryleigh Taylor

November 27
Robyn Anderson

November 23
Keegan Jordan

November 30
Barkley Barnard

SEPTEMBER 2020
Fund

Beginning Balance

Income

Expense

Ending Balance

General

251,569

46,741

45,377

252,933

Mission

149,354

19,196

58,143

110,407

Totals

400,923

65,937

103,520

363,340
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