
Experiencing the Time of Your  Life

Introduction:

God has given us life to enjoy

Ecclesiastes 3:12 (ESV) I perceived that there is nothing better for them
than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; 
Ecclesiastes 3:13 (ESV) also that everyone should eat and drink and take
pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man.

What is unique to Ecclesiastes and separates it from a hedonistic world view is
its focus upon God.

Enjoying life is not simply the greedy consumption of life’s pleasures, like
a beer commercial, before death overtakes us.  Rather, it is the patient,
grateful and joyful acceptance of the circumstances of daily life as coming
to us as a gift from God.

Ecclesiastes 3:13 (ESV) also that everyone should eat and drink and take
pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man. 

That right ethics is an important part of enjoying life as a gift from God is clear
from 3:12.

Ecclesiastes 3:12 (ESV) I perceived that there is nothing better for them
than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; 

Thus, for the child of God  life is not  driven solely by selfish interest, but
rather is a life that finds pleasure in serving God and others.  It is a
wholesome understanding that pleasure is found in association with doing
good and not in doing evil.  It is learning to be thankful for the events of
one’s life as coming from a gracious and benevolent God.   Life’s
pleasures are to be enjoyed as coming from God’s hand.

To seize the day then, is not a self centered absorption with life’s
pleasures, but rather a joyful recognition of God’s providential care and a
desire to fulfill His purposes.
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Seeking pleasure is not be to be contrasted with seeking God.  Rather, in
seeking God we are to see His providential care in supplying abundantly
for us the pleasures that we enjoy.

Theme: Seizing the day is an activity of faith in which the individual joyfully
submits to the design and  will of God concerning life’s events  and
experiences great pleasure in so doing.

Key Verse: Ecclesiastes 3:1 (ESV) For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven: 

I. There is an appropriate time in the design of God  for all the events
associated with human existence.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 (ESV) For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven: 

A. There are stages of  life in which we can expect to experience
certain events as illustrated by the word season.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 (ESV) For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven: 

The stages of life could be childhood, teenage years, young adults,
middle age and old age.

B. Within those stages of life God has designed a specific time for the
events to transpire as illustrated by the words a "time for every
matter."

Ecclesiastes 3:1 (ESV) For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven: 

1. A series of 28 opposites demonstrates that there is indeed a
proper time for everything.

Ecclesiastes 3:2 (ESV) a time to be born, and a time to die; a
time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
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Ecclesiastes 3:3 (ESV) a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time
to break down, and a time to build up; 

Ecclesiastes 3:4 (ESV) a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a
time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

Ecclesiastes 3:5 (ESV) a time to cast away stones, and a time
to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to
refrain from embracing; 

Ecclesiastes 3:6 (ESV) a time to seek, and a time to lose; a
time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

Ecclesiastes 3:7 (ESV) a time to tear, and a time to sew; a
time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

Ecclesiastes 3:8 (ESV) a time to love, and a time to hate; a
time for war, and a time for peace. 

2. Real wisdom and happiness  is to be found in experiencing 
everything at the right time.

a. It is our responsibility to make wise decisions so that
we experience the circumstances of life at the right time
resulting in joy.

Eccl 7:17 (NASB)  Do not be excessively wicked, and
do not be a fool. Why should you die before your
time?

b. Wisdom is to be found in doing the right thing at the
right time.

Ecclesiastes 3:4 (ESV) a time to weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

Romans 12:15 (ESV) Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep.
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Ecclesiastes 3:7 (ESV) a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

Proverbs 26:4 (ESV) Answer not a fool according to his
folly, lest you be like him yourself. 

Proverbs 26:5 (ESV) Answer a fool according to his
folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes.

II. In order to enjoy life we need to learn to appreciate God’s design for life.

A. There is a beauty to life that is found in experiencing everything at
the right time.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (ESV) He has made everything beautiful in its
time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he
cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 

B. Happiness is experienced when life’s events are experienced in the
normal design of God as illustrated by death.

Ecclesiastes 3:2 (ESV) a time to be born, and a time to die; a time
to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 

1. Death in old age is cause of rejoicing.

a. Death in old age is in keeping with God’s overall
design.

Psalm 90:10 (ESV) The years of our life are seventy, or
even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but
toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.

b. Death in old age means that we have lived a “full life.”

Gen 35:28 (NIV)  Isaac lived a hundred and eighty
years.
Gen 35:29 (NIV)  Then he breathed his last and died
and was gathered to his people, old and full of years.
And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.
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2. Death in young age is cause for sadness.

a. Death in young age is not contrary to God’s will but it is
contrary to God’s design.

b. Thus, the death of any young person is a cause for
sadness in a way that the death of an elderly person is
not.

C. Happiness is diminished when we experience life’s events at a time
that is contrary to God’s design.

Ecclesiastes 3:2 (ESV) a time to be born, and a time to die; a time
to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

Happiness associated with childbirth is diminished when it comes at
the wrong time in one’s life.

D. Application:

1. To really enjoy life we need to appreciate the events that are
unique to the stage of life that we are in.

Ecclesiastes 11:8 (ESV) So if a person lives many years, let
him rejoice in them all; but let him remember that the days
of darkness will be many. All that comes is vanity.

a. All too often young people wish that they were older. 
They can’t wait to experience that which belongs to
another stage of life.

Ecclesiastes 11:9 (ESV) Rejoice, O young man, in your
youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your
youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of
your eyes. But know that for all these things God will
bring you into judgment.
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b. All too often older people wish that they were younger
so that they can experience the events that are
associated with that stage of life.  They feel that they
have “missed out” on life.

Ecclesiastes 7:10 (ESV) Say not, “Why were the former
days better than these?” For it is not from wisdom that
you ask this.

c. Enjoy and appreciate the season of life that you are in.

d. Don’t miss out on life’s joys by living in the past or
longing for  the future.

e. Enjoy the present.

f. Don’t try to grow up too fast or to stay young forever.

2. To really enjoy life we need to submit to God’s time table for
life.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (ESV) He has made everything beautiful in
its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that
he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to
the end.

Eccl 3:11 (NASB)  He has made everything appropriate in its
time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man
will not find out the work which God has done from the
beginning even to the end.

We must not run ahead of God. Rather, we are to wait for
God’s secret and revealed timing in the experiencing of life’s
events.

III. We can rest assured that there is an appropriate time for everything;
including a future  time for God’s judgment.

Ecclesiastes 3:17 (ESV) I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous
and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter and for every work. 
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A. In this life there is injustice because now is not the time of God’s
judgement.

Ecclesiastes 3:16 (ESV) Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the
place of justice, even there was wickedness, and in the place of
righteousness, even there was wickedness. 

B. However, the day of judgement will come.

Ecclesiastes 3:17 (ESV) I said in my heart, God will judge the
righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter and for
every work. 

IV. God tests us and humbles us by bringing events into our lives that are
beyond our control. These events seem to be at the “wrong time” or at a
“bad time”. 

A. In the lack of control that we have over our lives, we have much
more in common with the animal world than we do with God.

Ecclesiastes 3:18 (ESV) I said in my heart with regard to the children
of man that God is testing them that they may see that they
themselves are but beasts. 

B. We have much more in common with the beast than we do with
God, in that like beasts we have no real control over our death.

Ecclesiastes 3:19 (ESV) For what happens to the children of man
and what happens to the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies
the other. They all have the same breath, and man has no
advantage over the beasts, for all is vanity. 

C. Solomon recognizes that there are uncertainties associated with life
and death.

Ecclesiastes 3:20 (ESV) All go to one place. All are from the dust,
and to dust all return. 
Ecclesiastes 3:21 (ESV) Who knows whether the spirit of man goes
upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the earth?
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However, there are truths of which Solomon is certain.

Ecclesiastes 12:7 (ESV) and the dust returns to the earth as it was,
and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

D. While we need to make wise choices we must understand we have
limited control over the events of our lives.

Ecclesiastes 9:11 (ESV) Again I saw that under the sun the race is
not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise,
nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but
time and chance happen to them all.

While it may be “wise” to eat healthy, we cannot guarantee
ourselves long life by what we eat.

Ecclesiastes 9:12 (ESV) For man does not know his time. Like fish
that are taken in an evil net, and like birds that are caught in a snare,
so the children of man are snared at an evil time, when it suddenly
falls upon them.

E. We need to enjoy ourselves and accept what God gives us
presently to do and experience.

Ecclesiastes 3:22 (ESV) So I saw that there is nothing better than
that a man should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot. Who can
bring him to see what will be after him?

Eccl 3:22 (NASB)  And I have seen that nothing is better than that
man should be happy in his activities, for that is his lot. For who will
bring him to see what will occur after him?

F. The “test” is whether or not we joyfully submit ourselves to God’s
design and God’s will in the course of our lives.

Ecclesiastes 3:18 (ESV) I said in my heart with regard to the children
of man that God is testing them that they may see that they
themselves are but beasts. 
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1. We need to submit to God’s design for the season of life that
we are in.

2. We need to submit to the will of God in His sovereign
oversight of the events of our lives.

Ecclesiastes 3:18 (ESV) I said in my heart with regard to the
children of man that God is testing them that they may see
that they themselves are but beasts.

V. Conclusion:

A. Let us rejoice in this time in our life.

B. Let us have the “time” of our lives by submitting to God’s design
and sovereign administration of the events in our lives.
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