
Psalm 85
A Psalm for Revival

Introduction:

If we are not careful, life can become a real downer.

We can lose all sense of Joy.

Philippians 4:4 (ESV) Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.

Revival is needed when God’s people have lost their Joy in Christ.

What is in view in this Psalm is not just individuals being down, but the people of
God as a whole being down.

For example the children of Israel when they were in the wilderness
were characterized as grumbling and complaining.

Exodus 16:2 (ESV) And the whole congregation of the people of Israel
grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 
Exodus 16:3 (ESV) and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we
had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the
meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

Theme: Some questions concerning revival answered.

I. Who are the proper candidates for revival?.

A. The proper candidate for revival is one who is born again, one whose
sins have been forgiven.

Psalm 85:6 (ESV) Will you not revive us again, that your people may
rejoice in you? 

Psalm 85:1 (ESV) LORD, you were favorable to your land; you
restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

Psalm 85:2 (ESV) You forgave the iniquity of your people; you
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covered all their sin. Selah 

B. The proper candidate for revival is one who is no longer under the
wrath of God.

Psalm 85:3 (ESV) You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from
your hot anger. 

C. Revival can be both personal and corporate, but the emphasis is
upon corporate revival.

Psalm 85:6 (ESV) Will you not revive us again, that your people may
rejoice in you? 

D. Application:

1. Revival is to be distinguished from evangelism.

a. In revival the need is not to be saved.

b. In revival the need is to be spiritually renewed and
rejoicing in the Lord.

2. In some circles “revival meetings” are in fact evangelistic
meetings.

3. Again in some circles “revival meetings” are intended for those
who have lost their salvation and need to be saved again.

II. When is revival needed? When we are in need of restoration.

A. When we have fallen into a state of disrepair.

Psalm 85:4 (ESV) Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put
away your indignation toward us! 

The Hebrew word for restore means to cause to return to a former
condition.

B. Revival is needed when we sense that God is displeased with us.

Psalm 85:4 (ESV) Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put
away your indignation toward us! 
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Psalm 85:4 (NIV) Restore us again, God our Savior, and put away
your displeasure toward us.

C. Revival is needed when we have lost sight of our relationship to God.

1. The perceived condition is described.

Psalm 85:5 (ESV) Will you be angry with us forever? Will you
prolong your anger to all generations? 

2. The reality had been proclaimed.

. Psalm 85:3 (ESV) You withdrew all your wrath; you
turned from your hot anger. 

3. New testament application.

a. We are reminded that our blessings in Christ are
guaranteed.

1 Peter 1:3 (ESV) Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
1 Peter 1:4 (ESV) to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, 
1 Peter 1:5 (ESV) who by God’s power are being
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. 

b. These promised blessings are to be a cause for
rejoicing despite our present hardships.

1 Peter 1:6 (ESV) In this you rejoice, though now for
a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by
various trials,

c. However, we can become blind to these promises.

2 Peter 1:3 (ESV) His divine power has granted to us all
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
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excellence, 
2 Peter 1:4 (ESV) by which he has granted to us his
precious and very great promises, so that through
them you may become partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped from the corruption that is in the world
because of sinful desire. 

2 Peter 1:8 (ESV) For if these qualities are yours and
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Peter 1:9 (ESV) For whoever lacks these qualities
is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten
that he was cleansed from his former sins.

d. We become blind when we forget that we have been
cleansed from our sins.

2 Peter 1:9 (ESV) For whoever lacks these qualities is
so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that
he was cleansed from his former sins.

D. Revival is needed when the joy of our salvation needs to be restored.

Psalm 51:12 (ESV) Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and
uphold me with a willing spirit.

III. What is the nature or characteristic of revival?

A. The primary nature of revival is for God’s people to find joy in Him.

Psalm 85:6 (ESV) Will you not revive us again, that your people
may rejoice in you? 

B. The essence of revival is being restored to a conviction that
everything else in life pales and is of no significance in light of our
relationship to God.

Habakkuk 3:17 (ESV) Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor
fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield
no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the
stalls, 
Habakkuk 3:18 (ESV) yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy
in the God of my salvation.
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IV. Where does revival come from?

Revival comes from God alone.

Psalm 85:6 (ESV) Will you not revive us again, that your people may
rejoice in you? 

Psa 85:6 (NASB)  Wilt Thou not Thyself revive us again, That Thy people
may rejoice in Thee?

V. What is the instrument of revival?

Revival is achieved through prayer.

Psalm 85:7 (ESV) Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us
your salvation. 

A. It is a prayer for the ability to see what we have failed to see.

Psalm 85:7 (ESV) Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant
us your salvation. 

2 Peter 1:9 (ESV) For whoever lacks these qualities is
so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he
was cleansed from his former sins.

B. It is a prayer for deliverance from this ungrateful state.

Psalm 85:7 (ESV) Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant
us your salvation. 

VI. What is the result of revival?

A. Revival results in a fresh appreciation for God’s word.

Psalm 85:8 (ESV) Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for
he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn
back to folly. 

B. Revival results in fresh comfort from His word.

Psalm 85:8 (ESV) Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for
he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not
turn back to folly. 
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Note the force of the appositional phrase.

Psalm 85:8 (ESV) Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he
will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn
back to folly

C. Revival results in a fresh desire to remain committed to the Lord.

Psalm 85:8 (ESV) Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he
will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn
back to folly

D. Revival results in a fresh confidence in what God is doing.

Psalm 85:9 (ESV) Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land. 
Psalm 85:10 (ESV) Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
Psalm 85:11 (ESV) Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and
righteousness looks down from the sky. 

E. Revival results in a fresh confidence in the future.

Psalm 85:12 (ESV) Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our
land will yield its increase. 
Psalm 85:13 (ESV) Righteousness will go before him and make his
footsteps a way.

VII. Conclusion:

In short, when we are revived we see the reasons to rejoice.
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