
Experiencing The Forgiveness of God
Psalm 51

Introduction:

Background

Psalm 51 is a Psalm written out of David’s experience of  seeking God’s forgiveness after
his sin with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband.

51:title       to the choirmaster. a Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet went to him,
after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 
.
Theme:  This evening we are going to consider the forgiveness one receives when one is
already a child of God.

On what basis can I appeal to God to forgive me?

What is forgiveness?

What condition or conditions must I meet to be forgiven?

How can forgiveness be mine?

I. Question:  On what basis did David appeal to God to forgive him?
Answer: David appealed to God's unfailing love and mercy.

Psalm 51:1 (ESV) Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

A. When David seeks God's forgiveness he appeals to God's love and mercy
not to God's justice.

1. The word mercy means pity - have pity upon me o God.

2. Pity that is in keeping with God's loving kindness, and that is keeping
with the abundance of His benevolent acts and unfailing love.

B. David  does not view himself as meriting forgiveness.

1. David could have viewed himself of meritorious of forgiveness.

a. He had done and suffered much
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(1) As a lad he was extremely faithful.

(2) He conquered Goliath with an unshakable faith in God.

(3) He endured the threats of Saul.

(4) He was a man after God's own heart.

1 Samuel 13:14 (ESV) But now your kingdom shall not
continue. The LORD has sought out a man after his
own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be
prince over his people, because you have not kept what
the LORD commanded you.”

Acts 13:22 (ESV) And when he had removed him, he
raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified
and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a
man after my heart, who will do all my will.’

b. He does not appeal to any of those things in seeking God's
forgiveness.

(1) For they would be of no avail

(2) He is guilty

(3) His only hope is to be found in a merciful God.

C. Nor does David view himself as being beyond hope of obtaining forgiveness
despite what he has done.

51:title       to the choirmaster. a Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet
went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 

D. Application

1. We must guard against the thinking that God will forgive me because
of the good that I have done.

2. Likewise we must guard against the thinking that God will never
forgive me because of the evil that I have done.

3. No one is ever worthy of being forgiven. God forgives us not out of his
justice towards us , but rather out of his mercy.. 
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II. Question: What is forgiveness?

What did David really want from God when he wanted forgiveness?  Of what does
forgiveness consist?  What does it mean to be forgiven?

There are three pictures that are used in describing forgiveness.  Each picture
illustrates a different aspect of forgiveness.

A. The first picture is one of erasing a debt from a ledger book -  And it speaks
of the removal of a debt. "blot out my transgressions" 1b  

Psalm 51:1 (ESV) Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

1. Transgressions are violations of God’s commandments.

a. David speaks here of violating God's commands.

b. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife - Bathsheba

c. Thou shalt not kill - the murder of her husband.

2. David is seen as a debtor to the law of God, in not keeping the law he
has incurred a debt of punishment that needs to be paid.

A fine is due -- namely his life

3. The figure of blotting out is employed as one of an accountant’s
ledger book where the debt is entered and then canceled out.

David wants his debt to be removed.

Numbers 5:23 (KJV 1900) And the priest shall write these curses in
a book, and he shall blot them out with the bitter water:

B. The second picture of forgiveness is that of washing filthy garments and
speaks of the removal of moral corruption - "wash me thoroughly from my
iniquity" 2a

Psalm 51:2 (ESV) Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin!

1. Iniquity is the corruption or sense of being dirty, the stain which sin
brings.
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2. Washing - the word used to tread or beat filthy garments.

C. The third picture of forgiveness is that of a leper’s cleaning and speaks of the
removal of all stigma and separation due to sin - "cleanse me from my sin" 
2b 

Psalm 51:2 (ESV) Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin!

1. Sin is missing the mark or falling short of God's righteous standard.

The figure that is being used here is that sin is like leprosy.

2. There are 15 different Hebrew words for cleanse

3. The word cleanse used here is the one that is also used of a priest
pronouncing a leper to be cured of his leprosy - he is said to be clean

Leviticus 13:34 (ESV) And on the seventh day the priest shall
examine the itch, and if the itch has not spread in the skin and it
appears to be no deeper than the skin, then the priest shall
pronounce him clean. And he shall wash his clothes and be clean.

4. The leper who was unclean had to be separated from others.

Leviticus 13:45 (ESV) “The leprous person who has the disease shall
wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall
cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ 
Leviticus 13:46 (ESV) He shall remain unclean as long as he has the
disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be
outside the camp.

D. Conclusion: In seeking forgiveness of his sin David wanted

1. To be absolved of the penalty of his sin

2. To be free from the filth and moral corruption that results from sin

3. To be free from the alienation from God and others that results from
sin.

III. What condition did David meet in order to be forgiven?
Answer: David confessed his sin
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The condition of forgiveness is the confession of sin - to say the same thing about
sin that God says

Confession includes 7 things in this Psalm

A. Confession includes the conviction of sin - vs 3 "For I know my
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me."

1. Literally - I know my transgressions and sin is always in my sight.

Psalm 51:3 (ESV) For I know my transgressions, and my sin is
ever before me.

Here is a constant awareness of his sin and a sense of guilt.

2. David knows that he has done wrong and he can't get it out of his
mind.

B. Confession includes complete acceptance for the responsibility of sin - vs 4
"I sinned and done what is evil in your sight "

1. Note the personal pronouns that David uses to take responsibility for
what he has done.

Psalm 51:4 (ESV) Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be
justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.

Psalm 51:3 (ESV) For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever
before me.

2. There is no rationalization here.

a. David does not blame his circumstances

b. David does not blame social conditions

c. Nor does David attempt to shift blame or to minimize his wrong
doing by blaming Bathsheba.

3. Here is a key factor in confession of sin -- taking responsibility for the
sinful act.

C. Confession includes the acknowledgment of the nature of sin. "Sin is evil in
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your sight " vs 4

Psalm 51:4 (ESV) Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is
evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and
blameless in your judgment.

1. Sin is evil

2. God views the actions of David as evil, abhorrent, and so does
David.

3. David does not minimize his sin by calling it a mistake, bad choice,
a problem, a slip up, or one of those things that just happened.

D. Confession includes the acknowledgment of the essence of sin -  sin is
against God.

Psalm 51:4 (ESV) Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what
is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and
blameless in your judgment.

1. This is a rather a striking statement in view of what David's sins
were.

a. David took and committed adultery with Bathsheba.

b. David arranged the murder of Uriah.

c. David involved Joab in the coverup.

d. David caused the death of innocent troops.

2. In the statement that he sinned only against God, we have a great
lesson in the nature of sin.

a. Others, may have been wronged, mistreated, taken
advantage of, used, and terribly affected because of our sin

(1) But in the strictest sense - it is only God who can be
sinned against, for it is His law that is disobeyed, His
holy character which has been violated.

(2) It is God to whom we are ultimately accountable
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(3) To commit adultery is a violation of God's law

(4) To murder is to break His commandment.

b. When we fail to see sin as a violation of God’s law and  an
offense primarily against Him, we weaken our concept of sin.

c. Herein is the fallacy of thinking, “As long as I don't hurt
anyone else there is nothing wrong with it.”

d. So too, “As long as there are two consenting mature adults,
it is alright.”

e. When we view sin as an offense against God, and we are
concerned with our relationship to God, we have a greater
deterrent for sin.

Genesis 39:7 (ESV) And after a time his master’s wife cast
her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 
Genesis 39:8 (ESV) But he refused and said to his master’s
wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no concern
about anything in the house, and he has put everything that
he has in my charge. 
Genesis 39:9 (ESV) He is not greater in this house than I
am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you,
because you are his wife. How then can I do this great
wickedness and sin against God?”

E. Confession includes an acknowledgment of one's own rightful
condemnation.

Psalm 51:4 (ESV) Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is
evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and
blameless in your judgment.

1. You have said it is evil

2. I have sinned against you

3. You have pronounced judgment and rightly so.

2 Samuel 12:7 (ESV) Nathan said to David, “You are the man!
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Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over
Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 
2 Samuel 12:8 (ESV) And I gave you your master’s house and your
master’s wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and
of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as much
more. 
2 Samuel 12:9 (ESV) Why have you despised the word of the
LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah
the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife
and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 
2 Samuel 12:10 (ESV) Now therefore the sword shall never
depart from your house, because you have despised me and
have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 
2 Samuel 12:11 (ESV) Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise
up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your
wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he
shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 
2 Samuel 12:12 (ESV) For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing
before all Israel and before the sun.’ ” 
2 Samuel 12:13 (ESV) David said to Nathan, “I have sinned
against the LORD.” And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also
has put away your sin; you shall not die.

F. Confession includes the acknowledgment of the source of one's
sinfulness - our own sinful nature 

Psalm 51:5 (ESV) Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my
mother conceive me.

1. This is not a statement concerning the sinfulness of David’s
mother.

2. This is a statement that David was born with a sinful nature as we
all are.

G. Confession includes an acknowledgment of the extent of one's sinfulness,
it reaches to the very heart.

Psalm 51:6 (ESV) Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you
teach me wisdom in the secret heart.

It was not just the act that was sinful, it was the lust and hatred that were
sinful.
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IV. How is forgiveness appropriated? Forgiveness is appropriated by the application
of the sin offering. Vs 7

Psa 51:7 purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow. 

Purge - This word means to cleanse or purify by the means of a sin offering
Hyssop - Is a plant that grows virtually anywhere and everywhere in the

areas of Palestine.

A. Hyssop  was a plant that was used to apply the blood of the sacrifice to
that which was to be cleansed or atoned for.

B. Hyssop was first used in connection with the application of the blood in
connection with the Passover.

Exodus 12:21 (ESV) Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to
them, “Go and select lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and
kill the Passover lamb. 
Exodus 12:22 (ESV) Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood
that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the
blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his
house until the morning. 
Exodus 12:23 (ESV) For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians,
and when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the
Lord will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your
houses to strike you.

C. The hyssop plant was also used in the ceremonial cleansing of a leper.

Leviticus 14:4 (ESV) the priest shall command them to take for him who is
to be cleansed two live clean birds and cedarwood and scarlet yarn and
hyssop. 
Leviticus 14:5 (ESV) And the priest shall command them to kill one of the
birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water. 
Leviticus 14:6 (ESV) He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood
and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in
the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water. 
Leviticus 14:7 (ESV) And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to
be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall pronounce him clean
and shall let the living bird go into the open field.

Note the significance of the imagery here.
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1. The shed blood of a dead bird is needed

2. A live bird is needed to represent the resurrection.

3. The one who was to be cleansed experienced the benefits of both
the dead bird and the live bird.

4. This ultimately speaks of the cleansing that we receive through the
application of Christ’s sed blood and resurrection to us. 

V. What are benefits of being forgiven?

A. We have a sense of joy.

Psalm 51:8 (ESV) Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you
have broken rejoice.

B. We are no longer under a state of conviction.

Psalm 51:8 (ESV) Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you
have broken rejoice.
Psalm 32:1 (ESV) Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered. 
Psalm 32:2 (ESV) Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
Psalm 32:3 (ESV) For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long. 
Psalm 32:4 (ESV) For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my
strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah

C. The debt of sin has been removed.

Psalm 51:9 (ESV) Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my
iniquities.

VI. Conclusion:
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