
Praying for Spiritual Enlightenment 

Introduction: 

There is a great need on our part for spiritual understanding and or discernment. 
Metaphorically, the Bible speaks of having our eyes opened to the truth. 

Key Verses 

Ephesians 1 :15 (ESV) For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in 
the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
Ephesians 1 :16 (ESV) I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 
Ephesians 1 :17 (ESV) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 
him, 
Ephesians 1: 18 (ESV) having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, 

Theme: Praying for Spiritual Enlightenment 

I. Who is it that stands in need of spiritual enlightenment? 

A. Answer: it is those who have already believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 1 :15 (ESV) For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in 
the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 

B. Answer: it is those who already are living godly lives. 

Ephesians 1 :15 (ESV) For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 

II. How is spiritual enlightenment to be obtained? 

A. Answer: spiritual enlightenment is a result of prayer. 

Ephesians 1 :16 (ESV) I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you 
in my prayers 



B. Answer: spiritual enlightenment comes from God the Father. 

Ephesians 1 : 17 (ESV) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 
him, 

C. Answer: spiritual enlightenment comes through the instrumentality of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Ephesians 1: 17 (ESV) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 

1. It is the Holy Spirit who is the source of understanding of the Scriptures. 

Ephesians 1 :17 (ESV) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge 
of him, 

2. It is the Holy Spirit who is the very author of the Scriptures 

Ephesians 1: 17 (ESV) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge 
of him, 

2 Peter 1 :20 (ESV) knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
comes from someone's own interpretation. 
2 Peter 1 :21 (ESV) For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

Ill. What is the goal of spiritual enlightenment? 

Ephesians 1 :18 (ESV) having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, 

A. The goal is greater spiritual understanding, awareness and experience of God 's 
truth. 

B. Paul is praying that the Ephesians would have spiritual understanding of the 
doctrinal truths that he is sharing with them. 
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Ephesians 1 :18 (ESV) having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints 

Ephesians 1 :18 (ESV) having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints 

Ephesians 1 :19 (ESV) and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 
toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 

IV. What does it mean to be spiritually enlightened? 

Ephesians 1 : 18 (ESV) having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, 

To have one's eyes opened is to see what one cannot see by the natural eye, 

A consideration of the Informing theology of having one's eyes opened. 

A. Lessons from Adam and Eve. 

1 . God had told Adam that he was not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. 

Genesis 2:17 (ESV) but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." 

2. Satan had deceived Eve. 

Genesis 3:4 (ESV) But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 
Genesis 3:5 (ESV) For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

3. Eve was deceived in believing that which was evil was actually good. 

Genesis 3:6 (ESV) So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 
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4. The Bible warns against the perverse thinking of the natural mind that rejects 
God 's appraisal upon life. 

Isaiah 5:20 (ESV) Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put 
darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet 
for bitter! 
Isaiah 5:21 (ESV) Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd 
in their own sight! 

B. God opened the eyes of Hagar 

Genesis 21: 14 (ESV) So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a 
skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, 
and sent her away. And she departed and wandered in the wilderness of 
Beersheba. 
Genesis 21 :15 (ESV) When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child 
under one of the bushes. 
Genesis 21: 16 (ESV) Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, 
about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, "Let me not look on the death of 
the child." And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 
Genesis 21: 17 (ESV) And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God 
called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What troubles you , Hagar? Fear 
not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 
Genesis 21 :18 (ESV) Up! Lift up the boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for I 
will make him into a great nation. " 
Genesis 21: 19 (ESV) Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. 
And she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 
Genesis 21 :20 (ESV) And God was with the boy, and he grew up. He lived in the 
wilderness and became an expert with the bow. 

C. God opened the eyes of Elisha's servant. 

2 Kings 6: 15 (ESV) When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning 
and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the 
city. And the servant said , "Alas, my master! What shall we do?" 
2 Kings 6: 16 (ESV) He said, "Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are 
more than those who are with them." 
2 Kings 6:17 (ESV) Then Elisha prayed and said, "O LORD, please open his 
eyes that he may see." So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and 
he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha. 

D. On the road to Emmaus the Lord Jesus opened the eyes of the disciples. 
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Luke 24:13 (ESV) That very day two of them were going to a village named 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 
Luke 24:14 (ESV) and they were talking with each other about all these things 
that had happened. 
Luke 24: 15 (ESV) While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself 
drew near and went with them. 
Luke 24:16 (ESV) But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
Luke 24: 17 (ESV) And he said to them, "What is this conversation that you are 
holding with each other as you walk?" And they stood still, looking sad. 
Luke 24:18 (ESV) Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, "Are you 
the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened 
there in these days?" 
Luke 24:19 (ESV) And he said to them, "What things?" And they said to him, 
"Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people, 
Luke 24:20 (ESV) and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be 
condemned to death, and crucified him. 
Luke 24:21 (ESV) But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, 
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 
Luke 24:22 (ESV) Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They 
were at the tomb early in the morning, 
Luke 24:23 (ESV) and when they did not find his body, they came back saying 
that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 
Luke 24:24 (ESV) Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said, but him they did not see." 
Luke 24:25 (ESV) And he said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken! 
Luke 24:26 (ESV) Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things 
and enter into his glory?" 
Luke 24:27 (ESV) And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
Luke 24:28 (ESV) So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He 
acted as if he were going farther, 
Luke 24:29 (ESV) but they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, for it is 
toward evening and the day is now far spent." So he went in to stay with them. 
Luke 24:30 (ESV) When he was at table with them, he took the bread and 
blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 
Luke 24:31 (ESV) And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And 
he vanished from their sight. 
Luke 24:32 (ESV) They said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn within us 
while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?" 
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E. Jesus opened the eyes of the eleven disciples. 

Luke 24:33 (ESV) And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And 
they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 
Luke 24:34 (ESV) saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to 
Simon!" 
Luke 24:35 (ESV) Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 
was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
Luke 24:36 (ESV) As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood 
among them, and said to them, "Peace to you!" 
Luke 24:37 (ESV) But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a 
spirit. 
Luke 24:38 (ESV) And he said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? 
Luke 24:39 (ESV) See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and 
see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." 
Luke 24:40 (ESV) And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 
Luke 24:41 (ESV) And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he 
said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?" 
Luke 24:42 (ESV) They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
Luke 24:43 (ESV) and he took it and ate before them. 
Luke 24:44 (ESV) Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled." 
Luke 24:45 (ESV) Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 

F. Jesus uses the opening of the physical eyes of the physically blind so that they 
can see, to illustrate the opening of the spiritual eyes of the spiritually blind so 
that they can see. 

John 9:13 (ESV) They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. 
John 9: 14 (ESV) Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 
opened his eyes. 
John 9:15 (ESV) So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his 
sight. And he said to them, "He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see." 
John 9:16 (ESV) Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he 
does not keep the Sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do 
such signs?" And there was a division among them. 
John 9: 17 (ESV) So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about 
him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet. " 
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John 9: 18 (ESV) The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 
received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 
John 9:19 (ESV) and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?" 
John 9:20 (ESV) His parents answered, "We know that this is our son and that 
he was born blind. 
John 9:21 (ESV) But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." 

John 9:26 (ESV) They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?" 
John 9:27 (ESV) He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?" 
John 9:28 (ESV) And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. 
John 9:29 (ESV) We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 
do not know where he comes from." 
John 9:30 (ESV) The man answered, "Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not 
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 
John 9:31 (ESV) We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a 
worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 
John 9:32 (ESV) Never since the world began has it peen heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a man born blind. 
John 9:33 (ESV) If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 
John 9:34 (ESV) They answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you 
teach us?" And they cast him out. 

John 9:39 (ESV) Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, that those 
who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind." 
John 9:40 (ESV) Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to 
him, "Are we also blind?" 
John 9:41 (ESV) Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no 
guilt; but now that you say, 'We see,' your guilt remains. 

V. Conclusion : 

We all stand in need of greater spiritual insight. 

Psalm 119:18 (ESV) Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your 
law. 
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