
Ephesians 4:28

Introduction:

The very essence of the Christian life is one of giving as opposed to taking.

Jesus taught that to give is more blessed than to take.

Acts 20:35 (ESV) In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way
we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.

We are also taught that we are to follow Jesus’s example.

Ephesians 5:1 (ESV) Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 
Ephesians 5:2 (ESV) And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God

Jesus is the supreme example of one who gave supremely for the benefit of others.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV) For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that
you by his poverty might become rich.

Stealing is the epitome of selfishly taking from others and is a stark contrast to giving.  

This evening we examine the transforming change that is to take place in the life of the
believer as he/she no longer takes but rather gives.

Key verse: Ephesians 4:28 (ESV) Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him
labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have
something to share with anyone in need.

I. The negative command - The way that we are no longer to live.

Ephesians 4:28 (ESV) Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing
honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with
anyone in need.

A. Once again stealing is viewed as typical of the old way of life before we came to
Christ.
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Mark 10:19 (ESV) You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not
commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud,
Honor your father and mother.’ ”

However, knowing the commandments and doing them are quite a different
matter.

Romans 2:21 (ESV) you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself?
While you preach against stealing, do you steal?

B. As believers, we should no longer continue to steal.

Ephesians 4:28 (ESV) Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor,
doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share
with anyone in need.

1. It must be remember that we can defraud or take from others what does not
belong to us in a myriad of ways.

2. It is not to be limited to robbing a bank or breaking and entering a home.

3. Stealing is simply depriving others of rightfully belongs to them.

C. Stealing can be prompted by many different motivations.

1. It can be prompted by severe poverty.

Proverbs 30:8 (ESV) Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me
neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, 
Proverbs 30:9 (ESV) lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?”
or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.

It is not excusable but it is at least understandable why someone who is in
dire straits would resort to stealing.

2. However, it is not simply the poor who steal.  Even the rich are tempted to
steal. But why? No matter how much they have it is not enough.

1 Timothy 6:10 (ESV) For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.
It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many pangs.
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Ecclesiastes 5:10 (ESV) He who loves money will not be satisfied with
money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity.

Bernard Lawrence Madoff  April 29, 1938 – April 14, 2021) was an American
fraudster and financier who ran the largest Ponzi scheme in history, worth
about $64.8 billion.

a. He defrauded investors of 65 billion dollars over 15 years

b. Prior to his arrest Madoff’s net worth was approximately 17 billion dollars.

c. Why would a man worth 17 billion dollars risk reputation and everything
he held dear to steal money?

d. The absurdity of Madoff’s stealing is the primary reason that he went so
long without being caught.

3. The scripture teaches us that we are to have a different mind set concerning
wealth.  We should focus not on what we don’t have but rather we should
focus upon what we do have.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV) For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his
poverty might become rich. 
2 Corinthians 8:10 (ESV) And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits
you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do
it. 
2 Corinthians 8:11 (ESV) So now finish doing it as well, so that your
readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what
you have. 
2 Corinthians 8:12 (ESV) For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable
according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have.

4. In our text the emphasis appears that stealing is motivated by an
unwillingness to work.  This is one aspect of laziness.

a. Thus staling is the easy way out.

b. It is a way to obtain without working to put forth personal effort.

c. Our culture is all about enjoying life and not wanting to work hard or take
responsibility for difficult challenges.
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II. The positive command.   Rather than to steal we should be prepared to work hard.

Ephesians 4:28 (ESV) Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing
honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with
anyone in need.

A. Each person is to work as opposed to living off of others.

Ephesians 4:28 (ESV) Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor,
doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share
with anyone in need.

1. We are to be willing to do toilsome, tedious work.

2. As Christians our goal should not be to do nothing and just take life easy.

3. Many are looking forward to retirement with a view of just doing what one
enjoys.

4. In this instance laboring is to be contrasted with a life of ease.  The world’s
concept of the good life is to live a life of ease.

5. However, each person is responsible for taking care of their own needs.  We
are not to live off the hard work of others while we do nothing.

2 Thessalonians 3:10 (ESV) For even when we were with you, we would give
you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 
2 Thessalonians 3:11 (ESV) For we hear that some among you walk in
idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 
2 Thessalonians 3:12 (ESV) Now such persons we command and encourage
in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living.

B. We are to busy ourselves with doing something that is useful.

Ephesians 4:28 (ESV) Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor,
doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to
share with anyone in need.

1. To do what is honest is more than simply doing that which is legal.

2. It has the connotation of doing that which is useful or helpful to others.
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3. We are not to waste our lives in meaningless pursuits and activities.

4. One can make a living at doing almost anything.

5. There is a  difference between an occupation and a vocation.

a. It is not necessarily the type of work but the attitude towards work that
makes the difference.

b. An occupation is that which “occupies” your time.

c. A vocation is a “calling.” it is the use of one’s time that is in keeping with a
sense of duty before God.

6. This understanding has given birth to a Christian work ethic.

“The Protestant work ethic, also known as the Calvinist work ethic[1] or the
Puritan work ethic,[2] is a work ethic concept in theology, sociology,
economics and history which emphasizes that diligence, discipline, and
frugality[3] are a result of a person's subscription to the values espoused by
the Protestant faith, particularly Calvinism.”

“For Protestants, salvation was a gift from God; this is the Protestant
distinction of sola gratia. In light of salvation being a gift of grace, Protestants
viewed work as a stewardship given to them. Thus Protestants were not
working in order to achieve salvation, but viewed work as the means by
which they could be a blessing to others. Hard work and frugality were
thought to be two important applications of being a steward of what God had
given them. Protestants were thus attracted to these qualities and supposed
to strive for reaching them.”

Wikipedia.

III. The motivation of the command to work hard.

Ephesians 4:28 (ESV) Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing
honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with
anyone in need.

A. Our work is to be more than just about earning a living or meeting our needs.

B. Our work is even more than simply doing something that is useful or beneficial.
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C. There is the added dimension of working so that we can share the fruits of our
labor with others.

Ephesians 4:28 (ESV) Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing
honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with
anyone in need.

D. We are to be concerned about the poor and needy.

Ephesians 4:28 (ESV) Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing
honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with
anyone in need.

1. There are a host of reasons why a person can be legitimately in need.

2. Again our goal is not to save just so that we can sit back and enjoy life.

Ezekiel 16:49 (ESV) Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she
and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did
not aid the poor and needy. 

3. We should save in order to have resources with which to help others.

Ezekiel 16:49 (ESV) Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and
her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not
aid the poor and needy. 

E. Robin hood is not the ideal role model.

1. To steal from the rich to give to the poor is not aceeptable to God either.

2. The scripture does not teach that there must be a redistribution of wealth so
that everyone is equal in their possessions.

3. We should not be forced to share with others.  We should want to share with
others to their benefit and to the glory of God.

4. We are to work in order to be able to help provide for the poor.

IV. Conclusion:

We are to be part of the solution not a part of the problem.
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