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Psalm 119:97-104: Loving God’s Word 
6/5/22 

 

Introduction to Psalm 119 and our section tonight:  

 

Theme: The psalmist declares that he loves God’s Word and then goes on to show what it 

means to love it. 

Key verse/phrase: Psalm 119:97 Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.   

This word LOVE is used how we use it in English…  

 

Question to ask yourself as we begin our study: Do you LOVE God’s Word?  

 

I. The proof of his love for the Word of God.  

Psalm 119:97 Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. 

a. The word MEDITATION literally speaks of talking with yourself…thoughtful 

contemplation… 

 

b. Questions to ask as you meditate: 

i. What does this verse this mean?  

ii. What would it look like if I live the way this passage teaches?  

iii. How does this portion of God’s Word speak into my current situation?  

iv. What does this verse teach me about God?  

v. What does this word mean, what does it mean in the context of this 

verse?  

vi. What does this phrase mean?  

vii. How is this word or phrase used in other portions of the Bible?  

 

c. Illustration: ringing out a wet rag 

 

d. When?   

Psalm 119:97 Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. 
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e. Here the psalmist is giving proof of his love.  

Psalm 119:97 Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. 

 

What do you usually do when you love something???  

 

 

f. Application: Is the Word of God on your mind?  

 

 

II. The outcome of his love for the Word of God.  

Psalm 119:98-100 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies,  

for it is ever with me.  

99       I have more understanding than all my teachers,  

for your testimonies are my meditation.  

100       I understand more than the aged,  

for I keep your precepts.  

a. In these three verses we find they are all trying to get the same thing across and 

that is to show that the psalmist has gained godly wisdom from God’s Word.  

 

b. Three similarities:  

 

i. The words that are used.  

Psalm 119:98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 

for it is ever with me. 

Psalm 119:99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, for 

your testimonies are my meditation.  

Psalm 119:100 I understand more than the aged, for I keep your 

precepts.  
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ii. How the Word of God is mentioned.  

Psalm 119:98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 

for it is ever with me. 

Psalm 119:99 he shows this wisdom has come from the Word… I have 

more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are 

my meditation. 

Psalm 119:100 I understand more than the aged, for I keep your 

precepts.  

iii. How the psalmist makes a comparison.   

 

1. His persecutors.  

Psalm 119:98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my 

enemies, for it is ever with me.  

2. His instructors.  

Psalm 119:99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, for 

your testimonies are my meditation.  

3. Those who have experience.  

Psalm 119:100 I understand more than the aged, for I keep your 

precepts.  

 

Application: 

 

III. The full picture of his love for the Word of God. Psalm 119:101-102 

*A love for God’s Word means that we have a desire to and seek to obey His Word. That 

is what is meant by ‘the full picture’.  

a. His desire and seeking to obey God’s Word cause him not to sin.  

Psalm 119:101 I hold back my feet from every evil way,  

in order to keep your word.  
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i. I hold back my feet… 

 

Application:  

 

Though it was a broad way, a green way, a pleasant way, and 

a way that many walked in, yet, being a sinful way, it was an 

evil way, and he refrained his feet from it, foreseeing the end 

of that way.  

Henry, Matthew. Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole 

Bible: Complete and Unabridged in One Volume. Peabody: 

Hendrickson, 1994. Print. 

 

ii. …from every evil way 

 

Application: Don’t we often hold our feet back from some evil 

ways… 

 

iii. The purpose is given. 

Psalm 119:101 I hold back my feet from every evil way,  

in order to keep your word.  

 

Application: If you follow the Word of God, why do you do it???  

 

b. His desire and seeking to obey God’s Word comes from God teaching him.  

Psalm 119:102 I do not turn aside from your rules,  

for you have taught me.  
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i. Application: Questions to consider: 

1. When God teaches you, are you led to obey? 

2. When you read your Bible in the morning, do you walk away 

seeking to obey God more?  

3. When you sit under the teaching and preaching of God’s Word, do 

you walk away from that message seeking to follow God’s Word 

in your life?  

4. When God opens your eyes to a certain truth found in His Word, 

are you led to keep His Word more?  

 

IV. A summary of the section and additional points on what it looks like to love God’s 

Word.  

Psalm 119:103-104 How sweet are your words to my taste,  

sweeter than honey to my mouth!  

104 Through your precepts I get understanding;  

therefore I hate every false way.  

a. These last two verses summarize this section: 

i. Verse 103 = verse 97 

ii. Verse 104a = verse 98-100 

iii. Verse 104b = verse 101-102 

 

b. Additional points these last two verses give us: 

 

i. The psalmist gives us an additional way to think about loving God’s Word 

with verse 103. 

Psalm 119:103 How sweet are your words to my taste,  

      sweeter than honey to my mouth!  

Application:  

 

ii. The one who loves the Word hates the way contrary to the Word.  

Psalm 119:104 Through your precepts I get understanding;  

therefore I hate every false way.  

Application: Do you HATE sin?  
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We began with: Do you LOVE God’s Word?  

 

Can you say then that you LOVE God’s Word?  

What needs to change based off this section of Psalm 119 if not?  

 

 


