
Barnabas
The Model of an Encourager

Part 2

Introduction;

As we saw last week, Barnabas was a great encourager.

Tonight we see how Barnabas was a great encourager to Saul as an individual and to
the church as a whole.

Barnabas was a source of great encouragement and help for Saul.

Barnabas was instrumental in Saul’s spiritual development.

In turn, Saul became very helpful to the church.

Theme: Since Barnabas was a person who believed in God's ability to change a
life, he was an effective encourager and helper to others.

I. Background

A. Initially the believers at Jerusalem, doubted Saul’s conversion.

Acts 9:23 (ESV) When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill
him, 
Acts 9:24 (ESV) but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching
the gates day and night in order to kill him, 
Acts 9:25 (ESV) but his disciples took him by night and let him down
through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket. 
Acts 9:26 (ESV) And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to
join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe
that he was a disciple.

B. One can readily understand why the believers would have doubts
concerning Saul’s conversion.

1. They would have reason to doubt Saul’s conversion and to be
afraid of him because of Saul’s support of putting Stephen to death
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Acts 7:58 (ESV) Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him.
And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young
man named Saul. 
Acts 7:59 (ESV) And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
Acts 7:60 (ESV) And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had
said this, he fell asleep. 
Acts 8:1 (ESV) And Saul approved of his execution. And there
arose on that day a great persecution against the church in
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.

2. They would have reason to doubt Saul’s conversion and to be
afraid of him due to his active involvement in the persecution of the
church.

Acts 8:3 (ESV) But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering
house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed
them to prison.

3. They would have reason to doubt Saul’s conversion and to be
afraid of him due to his  ever increasing opposition to the church.

Acts 9:1 (ESV) But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against
the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 
Acts 9:2 (ESV) and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

Matters were getting worse not better.

4. Was it likely that such a person would come to faith?

5. Was it not more likely that such a person would feign faith in order
to get a sinister inroad into the church?

C. Those doubts resulted in the believers being afraid of Saul.

Acts 9:26 (ESV) And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to
join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not
believe that he was a disciple.
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Because the believers doubted Saul’s conversion and were afraid of him
they would not accept Saul.

Acts 9:26 (ESV) And when he had come to Jerusalem he attempted to
join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe
that he was a disciple.

D. Despite all of this Barnabas, in contrast, believed that Saul had
experienced a true conversion and thus was not afraid of him.

Acts 9:27 (ESV) But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles
and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke
to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of
Jesus

1. Barnabas believed that Saul had seen the Lord.

Acts 9:27 (ESV) But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the
Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached
boldly in the name of Jesus

2. Barnabas believed that God had spoken to Saul.

Acts 9:27 (ESV) But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the
Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached
boldly in the name of Jesus

3. Barnabas believed that Saul was a changed man.

Acts 9:27 (ESV) But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the
Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached
boldly in the name of Jesus

II. Barnabas, unlike the other believers, was willing to take took risks in helping
Saul.

Acts 9:27 (ESV) But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and
declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and
how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus.
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What risks did Barnabas take in accepting Saul?

A. Barnabas risked his own personal safety.

B. Barnabas risked the safety of his family if he had any.

C. Barnabas risked the safety of the apostles.

D. Barnabas risked his own standing in the Christian community.

1. Barnabas was going against the tide of public opinion.

2. In addition,  How would the disciples feel about a person who
befriended an individual who was responsible for the death and
imprisonment of their loved ones?

E. Barnabas risked his own future reputation.

How would Barnabas be viewed if after a period of time Saul's profession
of faith had proven to be false?

F. Application:

1. Encouraging and helping others is a risky business.

2. One must believe in the power of the gospel to change a person’s
life in order to be an effectual encourager.

III. The benefits of Barnabas encouraging Saul.

A. Saul was accepted by the church.

Acts 9:28 (ESV) So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem,
preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.

B. Saul was able to preach at Jerusalem

Acts 9:28 (ESV) So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem,
preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 

C. Saul especially reached out to Greek speaking Jews.
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Acts 9:29 (ESV) And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But
they were seeking to kill him. 

D. Saul was persecuted as a result.

Acts 9:29 (ESV) And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But
they were seeking to kill him. 

E. Saul then returns home to Tarsus.

Acts 9:30 (ESV) And when the brothers learned this, they brought him
down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.

IV. Barnabas and Saul  became effective encouragers of the Greek speaking Jews
who came to faith at Antioch.

A. Barnabas became an effective encourager to the Greek speaking Jews
who became Christians at Antioch.

1. The gospel came to the Greek speaking Jews at Antioch.

Acts 11:19 (ESV) Now those who were scattered because of the
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia
and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except
Jews. 
Acts 11:20 (ESV) But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also,
preaching the Lord Jesus. 

2. A large number of Greek speaking Jews came to faith.

Acts 11:21 (ESV) And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a
great number who believed turned to the Lord. 

3. Word came to Jerusalem of the converts at Antioch

Acts 11:22 (ESV) The report of this came to the ears of the
church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 

4. Barnabas was just the person to help such people.

Acts 11:22 (ESV) The report of this came to the ears of the church
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 
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5. Barnabas was delighted that these Greek speaking Jews had
come to faith.

Acts 11:23 (ESV) When he came and saw the grace of God, he
was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord
with steadfast purpose, 

6. Barnabas was glad because of the spiritually mature Christian that
he was. 

Acts 11:24 (ESV) for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit
and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 

Acts 11:24 (ESV) for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit
and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.

Acts 11:24 (ESV) for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and
of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.

B. Barnabas as a great encourager, continued to encourage not only the
Greek speaking Jews at Antioch but Saul as well.

1. The work had become too great for Barnabas to do alone.

Acts 11:25 (ESV) So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 

2. Barnabas introduced Saul to the ministry at Antioch.

Acts 11:26 (ESV) and when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a
great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called
Christians. 

3. Together, Barnabas and Saul  ministered side by side.

Acts 11:26 (ESV) and when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a
great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called
Christians. 

4. Together, Barnabas and Saul had an effective ministry of making
disciples of Christ.
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Acts 11:26 (ESV) and when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a
great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first
called Christians. 

V. Conclusion:

A. Barnabas took a person who initially was not able to be a part of the
church and transform him into a useful servant of the church.

B. This useful servant of the church would eventually become a great leader
in the church.

C. Therefore, Barnabas, through his ministry of encouragement,  was a great
blessing to Saul and the church as whole
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