
Barnabas a Model Encourager Part 3

Introduction

Theme:  Barnabas is a great encourager for he develops, promotes and continues
to work with others.

I. Barnabas and Saul are commissioned to go out as a team to serve the Lord.

A. God revealed to the church at Antioch that Barnabas and Saul were to be
sent out to do God’s work.

Acts 13:1 (ESV) Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and
teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,
Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
Acts 13:2 (ESV) While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which
I have called them.” 

B. The church at Antioch obeyed the word of the Lord and sent Barnabas
and Saul out with the church’s blessings.

Acts 13:3 (ESV) Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on
them and sent them off.

C. Barnabas and Saul did do the work of God.

Acts 13:4 (ESV) So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down
to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 
Acts 13:5 (ESV) When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word
of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist
them.

D. As an aside, they had John Mark to help them in the work.

Acts 13:4 (ESV) So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to
Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 
Acts 13:5 (ESV) When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word
of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist
them.
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1. John is also known as Mark.

Acts 12:12 (ESV) When he realized this, he went to the house of
Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where
many were gathered together and were praying.

2. Eventually an issue will arise which is probably why John’s name is
introduced here.

Acts 13:13 (ESV) Now Paul and his companions set sail from
Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and
returned to Jerusalem,

3. John’s leaving the group will be an issue that is addressed later in
Acts. 

Acts 15:37 (ESV) Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John
called Mark. 
Acts 15:38 (ESV) But Paul thought best not to take with them one
who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with
them to the work. 
Acts 15:39 (ESV) And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that
they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and
sailed away to Cyprus,

We will look at this issue in depth in another message.

II. Next comes a turning point in the life and  ministry of Barnabas and Saul.

A. Up until this point the Scriptures have been referring to Barnabas and
Saul.

Acts 13:6 (ESV) When they had gone through the whole island as far as
Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet
named Bar-Jesus. 
Acts 13:7 (ESV) He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of
intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear
the word of God. 
Acts 13:8 (ESV) But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his
name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 

B. The first turning point is that Saul is now referred to as Paul.
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Acts 13:9 (ESV) But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy
Spirit, looked intently at him 

1. Saul of course is a Jewish name with a great heritage.  It means
desire. Saul was of the tribe of Benjamen and thus a descendant of
the most famous Saul who was king over Israel.

Acts 13:9 (ESV) But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the
Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 

2. Paul is a Roman name and it means little. A name that was quite
suitable to be ministering to the Gentiles.

Acts 13:9 (ESV) But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the
Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 

1 Corinthians 9:20 (ESV) To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order
to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law
(though not being myself under the law) that I might win those
under the law. 
1 Corinthians 9:21 (ESV) To those outside the law I became as
one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but
under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 
1 Corinthians 9:22 (ESV) To the weak I became weak, that I might
win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all
means I might save some.

3. Now throughout the rest of the New Testament Saul is referred to
as Paul except when Paul refers back to his conversion experience.

C. There is a change in the leadership structure. Now it is no longer
Barnabas and Saul but it will be primarily Paul and Barnabas.

Acts 13:13 (ESV) Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos
and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and returned to
Jerusalem,

Acts 13:44 (ESV) The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to
hear the word of the Lord. 
Acts 13:45 (ESV) But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with
jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling him. 
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Acts 13:46 (ESV) And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It
was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you
thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we
are turning to the Gentiles.

Acts 13:49 (ESV) And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the
whole region. 
Acts 13:50 (ESV) But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing
and the leading men of the city, stirred up persecution against Paul and
Barnabas, and drove them out of their district.

D. There is also a change in the teaching ministry of Paul and Barnabas.

1. Initially Barnabas had been the primary teacher with Saul has his
helper.

Acts 11:22 (ESV) The report of this came to the ears of the church
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 
Acts 11:23 (ESV) When he came and saw the grace of God, he
was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the
Lord with steadfast purpose, 

a. Barnabas was quite capable.

Acts 11:24 (ESV) for he was a good man, full of the Holy
Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to
the Lord. 

b. But because so many people came to faith he needed help.

Acts 11:25 (ESV) So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for
Saul, 
Acts 11:26 (ESV) and when he had found him, he brought
him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church
and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the
disciples were first called Christians.

2. Later  Barnabas and Saul became equals in teaching the ministry.

Acts 14:1 (ESV) Now at Iconium they entered together into the
Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of
both Jews and Greeks believed.
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3. Eventually Paul becomes the primary teacher of the word of God.

Acts 14:9 (ESV) He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking
intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well, 
Acts 14:10 (ESV) said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.”
And he sprang up and began walking. 
Acts 14:11 (ESV) And when the crowds saw what Paul had done,
they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have
come down to us in the likeness of men!” 
Acts 14:12 (ESV) Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes,
because he was the chief speaker.

4. Nevertheless, Barnabas is still viewed with great honor and
distinction.

Acts 14:14 (ESV) But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul
heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd,
crying out,

E. Paul as the new leader and primary spokesman of the group will also
encounter the greatest opposition.

Acts 14:19 (ESV) But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having
persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the
city, supposing that he was dead. 
Acts 14:20 (ESV) But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up
and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to
Derbe. 

III. Paul and Barnabas continue to minister together as a team quite effectively.

A. They are both preaching.

Acts 14:21 (ESV) When they had preached the gospel to that city and
had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to
Antioch, 
Acts 14:22 (ESV) strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging
them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations
we must enter the kingdom of God. 

B. They are both exercising authority over the church.
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Acts 14:23 (ESV) And when they had appointed elders for them in every
church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom
they had believed.

C. They are both giving a report to the church at Antioch.

Acts 14:24 (ESV) Then they passed through Pisidia and came to
Pamphylia. 
Acts 14:25 (ESV) And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they
went down to Attalia, 
Acts 14:26 (ESV) and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had
been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had
fulfilled. 
Acts 14:27 (ESV) And when they arrived and gathered the church
together, they declared all that God had done with them, and how he
had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 
Acts 14:28 (ESV) And they remained no little time with the disciples.

Acts 15:1 (ESV) But some men came down from Judea and were
teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
Acts 15:2 (ESV) And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension
and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were
appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this
question. 
Acts 15:3 (ESV) So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed
through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion
of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers. 
Acts 15:4 (ESV) When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by
the church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that
God had done with them. 

IV. Conclusion:

A. A great encourager ministers both to groups and to individuals.

B. A great encourager continues to develop, promote and work with others.

C. A great encourager embraces change,

D. A great encourager recognizes and rejoices in all that God is doing,

E. A great encourager perseveres through opposition.
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