
The Book of 1 Thessalonians

I. Introduction:

A. Today we begin a new study.   The book of I Thessalonians.

Thessalonians is a wonderful book filled with comfort and instruction.

It is written to encourage a church that was going through very hard and
difficult times.

The message is a pleasant one to consider.

II. Today we begin with a background to the book and the occasion for its being
written. To whom is the book being written and why?

A. Background of the city

Thessalonica was in the first century a large and flourishing city. It had a
population of over 100,000 people.  It was the capital of Macedeonia and
it’s  most prominent and important city.  As the capital of the province, it
enjoyed numerous civic and commercial privileges, including the right to
mint its own coins. In 42 B.C. it became a free city governed by its own
rulers.

B. Background to the  establishment of the church.

As we consider the church at Thessalonica we would do well to consider
its founding as recorded in Acts 17.

1. The religious background of the Thessalonians.

a. There was a large Jewish population present in
Thessalonica.

Acts 17:1 (ESV) Now when they had passed through
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a synagogue of the Jews.

b. It was to this Jewish population that Paul began to minister
in Thessalonica.
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Acts 17:2 (ESV) And Paul went in, as was his custom, and
on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the
Scriptures,

Romans 1:16 (ESV) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for
it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

c. Paul ministered in the synagogue  for a rather brief period of
time.

Acts 17:2 (ESV) And Paul went in, as was his custom, and
on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the
Scriptures,

d. Paul expounded the scriptures to them.

Acts 17:2 (ESV) And Paul went in, as was his custom, and
on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the
Scriptures,

e. Paul gave proof from the word of God that Christ’s death
and resurrection were in keeping with that which was
prophesied in the Old Testament.

Acts 17:3 (ESV) explaining and proving that it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the
dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is
the Christ.”

f. Paul's ministry focused on the message that Jesus was the
promised Messiah.

Acts 17:3 (ESV) explaining and proving that it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead,
and saying, "This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the
Christ."

2. The result was quite impressive.

a. A number of the Jews believed.
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Acts 17:4 (ESV) And some of them were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout
Greeks and not a few of the leading women.

b. A large portion of the Gentiles who were followers of
Judaism believed.

Acts 17:4 (ESV) And some of them were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout
Greeks and not a few of the leading women.

God fearers was a technical term for gentiles who had
adopted the Jewish religion along with its practices.

Acts 17:4 (NASB)  And some of them were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas, along with a great multitude of the
God-fearing Greeks and a number of the leading women.

c. A number of the prominent women in Thessalonica believed
also.

Acts 17:4 (ESV) And some of them were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout
Greeks and not a few of the leading women.

3. As a result of so many coming to faith, a severe persecution
begins.

a. The persecution was not motivated out of a concern for truth
but rather by envy on the part of the Jewish leaders.

Acts 17:5 (ESV) But the Jews were jealous, and taking
some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the
city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking
to bring them out to the crowd.

And so there is a contrast drawn with respect to the people
of the synagogue in Berea and Thessalonica

b. Then Paul and Silas were sent to Berea.
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Acts 17:10 (ESV) The brothers immediately sent Paul and
Silas away by night to Berea, and when they arrived they
went into the Jewish synagogue. 

c. Next the Bereans are contrasted to the Thessalonians.

(1) The Bereans were more respectable than the
Thessalonians.

Acts 17:11 (ESV) Now these Jews were more noble
than those in Thessalonica; they received the word
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to
see if these things were so.

Thus they were worthy of emulation.

(2) The Bereans were eager to learn and study the word.

Acts 17:11 (ESV) Now these Jews were more noble
than those in Thessalonica; they received the word
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to
see if these things were so.

(3) The Bereans  allowed the scriptures to govern their
thoughts. They allowed their preconceived ideas to
be challenged and simply did not dismiss out of hand
what they had heard.

Acts 17:11 (ESV) Now these Jews were more noble
than those in Thessalonica; they received the word
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily
to see if these things were so.

(4) Application:

d. The persecution brought together some strange bedfellows.

Acts 17:5 (ESV) But the Jews were jealous, and taking
some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set
the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason,
seeking to bring them out to the crowd.

Application:
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e. They created a climate where it was impossible to reason
from the scriptures any longer.

Acts 17:5 (ESV) But the Jews were jealous, and taking some
wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in
an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to
bring them out to the crowd

4. The persecution was first directed at Paul and Silas.

Acts 17:5 (ESV) But the Jews were jealous, and taking some
wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an
uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them
out to the crowd

5. The persecution then flowed over to the new converts in
Thessalonica.

Acts 17:6 (ESV) And when they could not find them, they
dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world
upside down have come here also,
Acts 17:7 (ESV) and Jason has received them, and they are all
acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another
king, Jesus.”

6. Jason and the others enter into some kind of deal

Acts 17:9 (ESV) And when they had taken money as security
from Jason and the rest, they let them go.

7. In addition the believers ushered Paul and Silas out of the city in
order to protect them.

Acts 17:10 (ESV) The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas
away by night to Berea, and when they arrived they went into the
Jewish synagogue.

C. Application: One can readily see how this situation would breed
uncertainty in the mind of Paul concerning what would become of the
converts.
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1. How would this "security” that Jason and others had given affect
the spread of the gospel?

2. How would Paul's fleeing the city be perceived by the remaining
Thessalonian believers?

3. How would Paul's actions be perceived relevant to the
Thessalonians own persecution?

4. How could Paul minister to these many believers who were left
behind?

III. Occasion for the writing of I Thessalonians.

A. Paul writes to explain the reasons that he has not yet returned to
Thessalonica.

1 Thessalonians 2:17 (ESV) But since we were torn away from you,
brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the more
eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face, 
1 Thessalonians 2:18 (ESV) because we wanted to come to you—I,
Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered us.

1. It is good to seek to be aware of  how our words or actions could
be misunderstood or misread.

2. Paul often had to deal with the misconceptions as to why he had
not yet visited or returned to visit a particular church.

Romans 1:9 (ESV) For God is my witness, whom I serve with my
spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 
Romans 1:10 (ESV) always in my prayers, asking that somehow by
God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 
Romans 1:11 (ESV) For I long to see you, that I may impart to you
some spiritual gift to strengthen you—

B. Paul had been deeply concerned about how the Thessalonians were
bearing up under the persecution that they were suffering.

1 Thessalonians 3:5 (ESV) For this reason, when I could bear it no
longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the
tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.
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C. Therefore, Paul dispatched Timothy to visit the Thessalonians, see how
they were doing, and to encourage them in their faith.

1 Thessalonians 3:1 (ESV) Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we
were willing to be left behind at Athens alone, 
1 Thessalonians 3:2 (ESV) and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s
coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your
faith, 

In sending them Timothy, Paul was in fact providing the Thessalonians
the help that they needed and which he himself could not provide.

1 Thessalonians 3:2 (ESV) and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's
coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your
faith

D. Paul writes to provide the Thessalonians with further instruction that is
needed before he comes.

1. It would appear that the Thessalonians were beginning to question
their salvation and God’s love for them in light of the persecution
they were undergoing.

1 Thessalonians 3:3 (ESV) that no one be moved by these
afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are destined for this. 
1 Thessalonians 3:4 (ESV) For when we were with you, we kept
telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has
come to pass, and just as you know.

2. Even further they feared that the deaths that they were undergoing
was a sign of God’s disapproval of their new found faith.

3. So Paul begins the letter by assuring them of two things.

a. That God loves them.

1 Thessalonians 1:4 (ESV) For we know, brothers loved by
God, that he has chosen you,

b. That the Thessalonians are a part of God’s elect.

1 Thessalonians 1:4 (ESV) For we know, brothers loved by
God, that he has chosen you,
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How does Paul know that?   We will save that question when
we take a deeper look.

4. As a part of God’s elect they will experience God’s love and be
spared from God’s wrath.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (ESV) and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come.

1 Thessalonians 5:9 (ESV) For God has not destined us for
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
1 Thessalonians 5:10 (ESV) who died for us so that whether we are
awake or asleep we might live with him.

5. The wrath spoken here is of God’s eternal judgment.

1 Thessalonians 2:16 (ESV) by hindering us from speaking to the
Gentiles that they might be saved—so as always to fill up the
measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last!

6. It is the persecutors who will be experiencing God’s wrath.

 Thessalonians 2:16 (ESV) by hindering us from speaking to the
Gentiles that they might be saved—so as always to fill up the
measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last!

7. Paul writes to the Thessalonians to comfort them concerning those
who apparently died in the persecution.

1 Thessalonians 4:13 (ESV) But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope.

8. Would these dead saints miss out on the blessings associated with
the Lord’s return?

1 Thessalonians 4:14 (ESV) For since we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him
those who have fallen asleep.

9. Don’t let the present persecution shake you.
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1 Thessalonians 3:3 (ESV) that no one be moved by these
afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are destined for this. 
1 Thessalonians 3:4 (ESV) For when we were with you, we kept
telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as
it has come to pass, and just as you know.

E. Paul is writing the Thessalonians to let them know what was contained in
Timothy's report.

Timothy had brought good news to Paul concerning the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 3:6 (ESV) But now that Timothy has come to us from
you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love and
reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as
we long to see you—

IV. Conclusion:

A. Persecution is consistent with being a Child of God and loved by God.

B. We must understand that trials and difficulties are not signs of God’s lack
of love for us.

C. Rather, persecution should be a reassurance that our faith is genuine.

D. God is able to keep us and cause us to stand in the midst of great
difficulty.

E. Even in the times of death there is a cause of rejoicing as we think of our
loved ones being in the presence of Christ.

F. We learn that there is great comfort in looking beyond this life in
anticipation of the life to come.
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