
1 Thessalonians 
1:1-10

Introduction:

The first section of Thessalonians is introduced by a great many introductory
remarks.

It is like an onion with many layers.

Theme: Paul is thankful to God for the Thesallonians belief in and commitment to
the gospel of Christ.’

Key Verses:

1 Thessalonians 1:2 (ESV) We give thanks to God always for all of you,
constantly mentioning you in our prayers,

1 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV) And we also thank God constantly for this,
that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you
accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of
God, which is at work in you believers.

Why is Paul thankful to God for the Thesaalonian believers for their beilief in and
commitment to the gospel fo Christ?

Paul is thankful to God for the Thessalonians belief in and commitment
to the gosel for Paul knows their belief is a result of God’s love for them,
and having chosen them to salvation 

1 Thessalonians 1:4 (ESV) For we know, brothers loved by God, that he
has chosen you,

Paul is absolutely convinced that the Thessalonian believers are part of the elect.

1 Thessalonians 1:4 (ESV) For we know, brothers loved by God, that he
has chosen you,
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What is it that convinced Paul that the Thessalonians were part of of the elect?

First, Paul is conviced that the Thessalonians are part of the elect because
he sees the power of God at work in their lives.

1 Thessalonians 1:5 (ESV) because our gospel came to you not
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among
you for your sake.

Secondly, Paul is convinced that the Thessalonians are part of the elect
because of the manner in which Paul presented the gospel to them.

1 Thessalonians 1:5 (ESV) because our gospel came to you not
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among
you for your sake.

He relied solely on the power of God and not human
trickery.

1 Thessalonians 2:3 (ESV) For our appeal does not spring
from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, 

Therefore, their faith was a result of the power of God and not mere
human manipulation.

1 Corinthians 2:3 (ESV) And I was with you in weakness and
in fear and much trembling, 
1 Corinthians 2:4 (ESV) and my speech and my message
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
1 Corinthians 2:5 (ESV) so that your faith might not rest in
the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

What was it about the Thesaalonians that convinced Paul that their commitment
to the gospel was genuine?

The gospel had a powerful effect upon the Thessalonians.
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The Thessalonians faith in the gospel resulted in deeds and actions.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

James 2:14 (ESV) What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he
has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?

James 2:17 (ESV) So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is
dead.

The Thessalonians love produced by the gospel resulted in their ardous
and toilsmoe commitent to Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Thessalonians hope (confident assurance that all that the gospel
promises will come to pass) resulted in an unshakeable commitment to
Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

The reason that Paul is thankful to God is that the Thessalonians’ belief and
commitment to the gospel is proof of God’s electing grace.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) remembering before our God and Father your
work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. 
1 Thessalonians 1:4 (ESV) For we know, brothers loved by God, that he
has chosen you,

How does Paul know that the Thessalonians are part of the elect?

Anser:
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1 Thessalonians 1:5 (ESV) because our gospel came to you not only in
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.
You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.

The Thessalonians are living proof of God’s power at work in them in
producing faith and commitment to the gospel of Christ.

I. The power of God is displayed in the Thessalonian response of faith in the
gospel because they received it joyfully despite the adversity that was
associated with their commitment to the gospel.

1 Thessalonians 1:6 (ESV) And you became imitators of us and of the
Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the
Holy Spirit,

A. This was all the work of the Holy Spirit.

1 Thessalonians 1:6 (ESV) And you became imitators of us and of
the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy
of the Holy Spirit,

B. In embracing the word of God, despite the hardships that
accompanied it, they evidenced a faith like that of the apostle Paul.

1 Thessalonians 1:6 (ESV) And you became imitators of us and of
the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of
the Holy Spirit,

C. In embracing the word of God, despite the hardships that
accompanied it, they evidenced a faith like that of Christ Himself.

1 Thessalonians 1:6 (ESV) And you became imitators of us and of
the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of
the Holy Spirit,

D. In embracing the word fo God, despite the hardships that
accompanied it, they evidenced a faith that was an example and
encouragement to others.
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1 Thessalonians 1:7 (ESV) so that you became an example to all
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
1 Thessalonians 1:8 (ESV) For not only has the word of the Lord
sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in
God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say
anything.

E. This was the work that their faith had produced.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

II. The power of God is displayed in the Thessalonian response to the gospel
because it rebutted in their complete rejection of their former beliefs and
practices and to their  toilsome commitment to Christ.

A. The power of God is displayed in the Thessalonian response to the
gospel because it rebutted in their complete rejection of their former
beliefs and practices 

1 Thessalonians 1:9 (ESV) For they themselves report concerning
us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to
God from idols to serve the living and true God,

B. The power of God is displayed in the Thessalonian response to the
gospel because it rebutted in their toilsome commitment to Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:9 (ESV) For they themselves report concerning
us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to
God from idols to serve the living and true God,

C. This was the labor that their love of God produced.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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III. The power of God is displayed in the Thessalonian response to the gospel
because it rebutted in their patient endurance for all the gospel promises
to be fulfilled.

A. The Thessalonians were confidently expecting and thus anticipating
the fulfillment of all the gospel promises.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (ESV) and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come.

B. The Thessalonians were anticipating the fulfillment of all the gospel
promises when the Lord Jesus Christ returned.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (ESV) and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come.

C. The Thessalonians were basing their expectation of the fulfillment of
all the gospel promises on the death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (ESV) and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come.

D. The Thessalonians were expecting that the gospel promises would
result in their having complete peace with God.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (ESV) and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come.

E. Herein is the steadfastness of hope that was mentioned earlier.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

IV. Conclusion:
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A. We cannot have any way of knowing who is part of the elect prior to
his/her conversion

1. There is no one so evil that they are beyond the saving grace
of God.

2. There is no one who is so good that they are without the need
of the saving grace of God.

3. Thus the gospel must be presented to all.

B. We can have full assurance that we are a part of God’s elect as a
result of our conversion.

1 John 5:13 (ESV) I write these things to you who believe in the
name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal
life.

C. The assurance that we have that we are a part of God’s elect is the
activity of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

D. The transformation that takes place in the life of the individual ,who
has heard and believed the gospel as a result of the power of the
Holy Spirit, is the ultimate evidence that one belongs to God.

E. Such an assurance in our own lives as well in the lives of others
should result in great thanksgiving to God.

7


