
I Thessalonians 2:1-10

Introduction:

Last week we considered the following:

Paul is absolutely convinced that the Thessalonian believers are part of the elect.

1 Thessalonians 1:4 (ESV) For we know, brothers loved by God, that he
has chosen you,

What is it that convinced Paul that the Thessalonians were part of the elect?

First, Paul is convinced that the Thessalonians are part of the elect
because he sees the power of God at work in their lives.

1 Thessalonians 1:5 (ESV) because our gospel came to you not
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among
you for your sake.

Secondly, Paul is convinced that the Thessalonians are part of the elect
because of the manner in which Paul presented the gospel to them.

1 Thessalonians 1:5 (ESV) because our gospel came to you not
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among
you for your sake.

Paul relied on the power of the Holy Spirit to create a response to the gospel. 
Paul did not use gimmicks in order to try to bring people to faith.

Thus, the gospel was not preached in vain.

1 Thessalonians 2:1 (ESV) For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming
to you was not in vain. 

Theme: What characterized Paul’s preaching of the gospel?
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I. Paul came preaching the gospel unreservedly.

A. Paul came to the Thessalonians preaching the gospel despite the
difficulties that he had encountered  while preaching the gospel at Philippi

1 Thessalonians 2:2 (ESV) But though we had already suffered and
been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in
our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict. 

The suffering and mistreatment at Phillipi is described in the book of Acts.

1. Paul and Silas were dragged into the public market place before
the authorities.

Acts 16:19 (ESV) But when her owners saw that their hope of gain
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace before the rulers.

a. Charges were brought against Paul and Silas for preaching
and creating a public disturbance.

Acts 16:20 (ESV) And when they had brought them to the
magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they are
disturbing our city.

b. Charges were brought against Paul and Silas for preaching
in opposition to the Roman Government..

Acts 16:21 (ESV) They advocate customs that are not lawful
for us as Romans to accept or practice.”

2. Paul and Silas were treated shamefully

1 Thessalonians 2:2 (ESV) But though we had already suffered and
been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had
boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the
midst of much conflict

Acts 16:22 (ESV) The crowd joined in attacking them, and the
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat
them with rods.
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3. They also suffered,. That is, they were afflicted with pain for having
preached the gospel.

1 Thessalonians 2:2 (ESV) But though we had already suffered
and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had
boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the
midst of much conflict.

Acts 16:22 (ESV) The crowd joined in attacking them, and the
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat
them with rods. 
Acts 16:23 (ESV) And when they had inflicted many blows upon
them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them
safely. 
Acts 16:24 (ESV) Having received this order, he put them into the
inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.

4. Their rights as Roman citizens had been violated.  Not only had
they suffered innocently, they had also suffered illegally as a result
of preaching the gospel.

Acts 16:35 (ESV) But when it was day, the magistrates sent the
police, saying, “Let those men go.” 
Acts 16:36 (ESV) And the jailer reported these words to Paul,
saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come
out now and go in peace.” 
Acts 16:37 (ESV) But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us
publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and
have thrown us into prison; and do they now throw us out
secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out.” 
Acts 16:38 (ESV) The police reported these words to the
magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they
were Roman citizens. 
Acts 16:39 (ESV) So they came and apologized to them. And they
took them out and asked them to leave the city. 
Acts 16:40 (ESV) So they went out of the prison and visited Lydia.
And when they had seen the brothers, they encouraged them and
departed. 
Acts 17:1 (ESV) Now when they had passed through Amphipolis
and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews.
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5. This was not a pleasant experience to be sure and yet it did not
deter Paul from preaching the gospel at Thessalonica.

1 Thessalonians 2:2 (ESV) But though we had already suffered
and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had
boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the
midst of much conflict.

6. Paul also encountered difficulty at Thessalonica as a result of
preaching the gospel.

1 Thessalonians 2:2 (ESV) But though we had already suffered and
been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness
in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of
much conflict.

B. Application:

1. Paul did not alter his message when he met with opposition.

2. He did not leave out references to Jesus as the Christ though that
would be offensive to the Jews.

3. He did not soft peddle the fact that Jesus was king of kings and
lord of lords though that might be misconstrued by the Romans as
treasonous.

4. There is much in our culture that runs contrary to the gospel.

5. That is true in every single age.  The sinfulness of man rejects the
truth of God.

6. Fallen mankind never welcomes the truth of God apart from God’s
grace.

7. We must always stand against the tendency to seek to
accommodate our culture in preaching and teaching the gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

8. We must avoid the temptation to leave out aspects of the gospel
that we might think would be offensive and turn people off to
receiving the gospel.
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II. Pau came preaching the gospel forthrightly.

A. Paul did not rely upon gimmicks in attracting people to the gospel.

1 Thessalonians 2:3 (ESV) For our appeal does not spring from error or
impurity or any attempt to deceive, 

B. Paul did not stray from the truth of the gospel.

1 Thessalonians 2:3 (ESV) For our appeal does not spring from error or
impurity or any attempt to deceive, 

The word error means to wander off.

C. Paul did not add anything to the gospel that did not belong there.

1 Thessalonians 2:3 (ESV) For our appeal does not spring from error or
impurity or any attempt to deceive

D. Paul did not rely on being cunning as a means to win people to Christ.

1 Thessalonians 2:3 (ESV) For our appeal does not spring from error or
impurity or any attempt to deceive.

III. Paul came preaching the gospel accountably.

1 Thessalonians 2:4 (ESV) but just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God
who tests our hearts

A. Paul did not preach in such a way as to gain people’s approval.

1 Thessalonians 2:4 (ESV) but just as we have been approved by God to
be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to
please God who tests our hearts

B. Paul preached to have God’s approval.

1 Thessalonians 2:4 (ESV) but just as we have been approved by God to
be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to
please God who tests our hearts.
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C. Paul preached with the realization that he was accountable to God for
both how he preached and why he preached.

1 Thessalonians 2:4 (ESV) but just as we have been approved by God to
be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to
please God who tests our hearts.

IV. Pau came preaching the gospel sincerely.

A. First, Paul did not preach the gospel with the wrong motives.

1. Paul did not preach out of a desire to gain people’s personal
allegiance.

1 Thessalonians 2:5 (ESV) For we never came with words of
flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness.

2. Paul not preach for the purpose of financial or material gain.

1 Thessalonians 2:5 (ESV) For we never came with words of
flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed— God is
witness.

3. Paul did not preach out of a desire for self-prommotion.

1 Thessalonians 2:6 (ESV) Nor did we seek glory from people,
whether from you or from others, though we could have made
demands as apostles of Christ. 

B. Second, Paul speaks of the proper approach that he used when
ministering to the Thessalonians.

1. Paul demonstrated a real tenderness in ministering to the
Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 2:7 (ESV) But we were gentle among you, like a
nursing mother taking care of her own children. 

2. Paul spoke out a genuine concern for the Thessalonians well
being.
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1 Thessalonians 2:8 (ESV) So, being affectionately desirous of
you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God
but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to
us

1 Thessalonians 2:9 (ESV) For you remember, brothers, our labor
and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden
to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 

1 Thessalonians 2:11 (ESV) For you know how, like a father with
his children, 

C. Third, Paul sought to live in a manner consistent with the message that he
preached.

1. Paul preached that the people conduct themselves in a manner
that would glorify God.

1 Thessalonians 2:12 (ESV) we exhorted each one of you and
encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of
God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.

a. Paul had invited them to walk in a manner worthy of God.

1 Thessalonians 2:12 (ESV) we exhorted each one of you
and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner
worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and
glory.

b. Paul had comforted them regarding walking in a manner
worthy of God. 

1 Thessalonians 2:12 (ESV) we exhorted each one of you
and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner
worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and
glory.

c. Paul had demonstrated how they were obliged to walk in a
manner worthy of God.
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1 Thessalonians 2:12 (ESV) we exhorted each one of you
and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner
worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and
glory.

2. Now we find that Paul had conducted himself in a manner that was
worthy of God.

a. Paul had demonstrated his devotion to God while he
ministered to them.

1 Thessalonians 2:10 (ESV) You are witnesses, and God
also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our
conduct toward you believers. 

b. Paul had demonstrated how uprightly or justly he acted
while he ministered to them.

1 Thessalonians 2:10 (ESV) You are witnesses, and God
also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our
conduct toward you believers.

c. Paul demonstrated how he lived in a manner that was above
reproach as he ministered to them.

1 Thessalonians 2:10 (ESV) You are witnesses, and God
also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our
conduct toward you believers.

V. Conclusion:

The gospel should always be presented faithfully.

A. We should be faithful to the gospel’s message.

B. We should be faithful to God to whom we are accountable.

C. We should be faithful to those to whom we present the gospel.

1. We should seek their well being.

2. We should be a positive example to them.

D. We should rely totally upon God for the outcome.
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