
I Thessalonians 2:17-3:5

Introduction:

Paul had a great concern for the churches.

That concerned proved to be a great weight for the apostle Paul to bear.

The general oversight of the churches was a great weight that Paul had to bear.

We can see how great a weight it is, when we compare it to the other pressures that
Paul had encountered.

2 Corinthians 11:24 (ESV) Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty
lashes less one. 
2 Corinthians 11:25 (ESV) Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was
stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 
2 Corinthians 11:26 (ESV) on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger
from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the
city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 
2 Corinthians 11:27 (ESV) in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night,
in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 
2 Corinthians 11:28 (ESV) And, apart from other things, there is the daily
pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.

One of the causes for great concern was Paul’s inability to be at each church all the
time.

Paul could not be in two places at the same time.

Theme: Paul seeks to communicate his concern for the Thessalonian believers
even though he is not there. It is not to be out of sight is to be out of mind.

I. Paul expresses his desire to return to Thessalonica.

1 Thessalonians 2:17 (ESV) But since we were torn away from you, brothers,
for a short time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly
and with great desire to see you face to face,

A. Paul had not left the Thessalonians  on his own volition in the first place.
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1 Thessalonians 2:17 (ESV) But since we were torn away from you,
brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the more
eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face,

B. Paul anticipates that he will not be away from too long.

1 Thessalonians 2:17 (ESV) But since we were torn away from you,
brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the
more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face,

C. Paul expresses in emphatic terms a strong desire to return to them.

1 Thessalonians 2:17 (ESV) But since we were torn away from you,
brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the
more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face,
1 Thessalonians 2:18 (ESV) because we wanted to come to you—I,
Paul, again and again— but Satan hindered us.

1. Paul emphasizes that he in particular wanted to come to them.

1 Thessalonians 2:18 (ESV) because we wanted to come to you—
I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered us.

2. Paul had repeatedly planned to come to them.

1 Thessalonians 2:18 (ESV) because we wanted to come to you—I,
Paul, again and again—,but Satan hindered us.

D. Paul had intended to return to Thessalonica more than once but was
prevented by Satan in doing so.

1 Thessalonians 2:18 (ESV) because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul,
again and again— but Satan hindered us.

1. The statement that Paul is being hindered by Satan is key to this
passage.

2. Paul does not see his return being hindered as fulfilling the
purpose of God.

An aside
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Paul routinely ran into situations in which he desired to visit various churches but was
prevented in doing so for various reasons.

Paul had never visited the chruch at Rome but wanted to do so when God willed it.

Romans 1:8 (ESV) First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you,
because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 
Romans 1:9 (ESV) For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 
Romans 1:10 (ESV) always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will
I may now at last succeed in coming to you.
Romans 1:11 (ESV) For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some
spiritual gift to strengthen you—

Paul had planned to come to the Romans on numerous occasions but was prevented
in doing so.

Romans 1:13 (ESV) I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often
intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented, in order that I
may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles.

Paul wanted the Romans to understand that it his failure to come to them was not
because he was reluctant to preach the gospel at Rom.

Romans 1:15 (ESV) So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are
in Rome.

It isn’t until chapter 15 that Paul gets around to telling the Romans why he hadn’t come
yet.

It is because that he had set a priority to go to places that had not yet had the gospel.

Romans 15:20 (ESV) and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel,
not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else’s
foundation, 
Romans 15:21 (ESV) but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of him
will see, and those who have never heard will understand.” 
Romans 15:22 (ESV) This is the reason why I have so often been hindered
from coming to you. 

However, things were changing.  His work was about completed. So he anticipated that
he would come to Rome eventually.
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Romans 15:23 (ESV) But now, since I no longer have any room for work in
these regions, and since I have longed for many years to come to you, 
Romans 15:24 (ESV) I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be
helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a
while. 
Romans 15:25 (ESV) At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing
aid to the saints.

However, the situation with the Thessalonians is far different. For on this occasion he
attributes the hindrance to be the opposition of Satan.

1 Thessalonians 2:18 (ESV) because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, again and
again— but Satan hindered us.

So, Paul is wondering how effective Satan’s activity was in undermining the faith of the
Thessalonians.

II. Paul sends Timothy to minister to the Thessalonians in his absence.

A. Paul is becoming undone in his concern for the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 3:1 (ESV) Therefore when we could bear it no longer,
we were willing to be left behind at Athens alone,

B. Paul is making a personal sacrifice in sending Timothy to the
Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 3:1 (ESV) Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we
were willing to be left behind at Athens alone,

C. Timothy is being dispatched with authority to Thessalonica.

1 Thessalonians 3:2 (ESV) and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s
coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith,

D. Timothy is well qualified to minister to the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 3:2 (ESV) and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's
coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your
faith,

E. Timothy is being sent to ground them and encourage them in their faith.
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1 Thessalonians 3:2 (ESV) and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s
coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your
faith,

F. The goal is that the Thessalonians will not depart from the faith as a result
of the hardships that are coming upon them due to their faith.

1 Thessalonians 3:3 (ESV) that no one be moved by these afflictions.
For you yourselves know that we are destined for this.

 
G. Such hardships were to be expected.

1 Thessalonians 3:3 (ESV) that no one be moved by these afflictions. For
you yourselves know that we are destined for this.

 
H. Paul had already warned the Thessalonians that the hardships would

come.

1. Paul had already told them that they would encounter difficulties
right along with the apostle Paul.

1 Thessalonians 3:4 (ESV) For when we were with you, we kept
telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it
has come to pass, and just as you know.

2. Paul had repeatedly warned them concerning the afflictions that
they would under go.

1 Thessalonians 3:4 (ESV) For when we were with you, we kept
telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it
has come to pass, and just as you know.

3. Paul told them these things before it happened.

1 Thessalonians 3:4 (ESV) For when we were with you, we kept
telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it
has come to pass, and just as you know.

4. He reminds the Thessalonians that they are to be fully aware of
these things.
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1 Thessalonians 3:4 (ESV) For when we were with you, we kept
telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it
has come to pass, and just as you know

III. The ultimate motivation in Paul’s sending Timothy to the Thessalonians was to
alleviate Paul’s fears.

A. Paul clearly states an ultimate reason in sending Timothy.

1 Thessalonians 3:5 (ESV) For this reason, when I could bear it no
longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter
had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

B. Paul could not put up with uncertainty of knowing the Thessalonians’
situation  any longer.

1 Thessalonians 3:1 (ESV) Therefore when we could bear it no longer,
we were willing to be left behind at Athens alone,

1 Thessalonians 3:5 (ESV) For this reason, when I could bear it no
longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter
had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

C. Paul had to know wether or not the Thessalonians had remained true to
their profession of faith.

1 Thessalonians 3:5 (ESV) For this reason, when I could bear it no longer,
I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had
tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

D. Paul was afraid that the evil one had undermined their faith.

1 Thessalonians 3:5 (ESV) For this reason, when I could bear it no longer,
I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had
tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

E. Paul was afraid that all of his efforts in preaching the gospel were for
naught.

1 Thessalonians 3:5 (ESV) For this reason, when I could bear it no longer,
I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had
tempted you and our labor would be in vain.
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IV. Observations:

A. Christians, both small and great, experience hardships.

B. Hardships that are a result of Satan’s activities are the most difficult to
bear.

C. The pressures of leadership can be more difficult to bear than many
physical dangers.

D. What is it that makes the pressures of leadership more difficult to bear
than even physical dangers?

E. It is the fear that one has wasted one’s life in that one’s ministry may have
been in vain.

F. We all want our lives to count for something.

G. Paul’s life was not lived in vain nor were the lives of the Thessalonians
who had even died for their faith.

1 Thessalonians 2:1 (ESV) For you yourselves know, brothers, that our
coming to you was not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the
Lord your labor is not in vain.

H. We all stand in need of being reminded of the great truth that lives
committed to the gospel are not lived in vain.
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