
Zechariah 4:6

Zechariah 4:6 (ESV) Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel:
Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.

Introduction: 

The book of Zechariah contains many fascinating prophecies.  In addition the message
of Zechariah is one of encouragement to Zerubbabel to continue the work of rebuilding
the temple.

The book of Zechariah has much in common with the book of Haggai.

Both books deal with the same issue - the need to rebuild the temple.

However there are nuances of differences between the two books.

The book of Haggai is primarily addressed to the people.

Haggai 1:2 (ESV) “Thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time has
not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.”

Haggai 1:13 (ESV) Then Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, spoke to the
people with the Lord’s message, “I am with you, declares the Lord.”

Haggai 2:2 (ESV) “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the
remnant of the people, and say,

The book of Zechariah is primarily addressed to Zerubbabel

Zechariah 4:6 (ESV) Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of
hosts.

The primary audience for Haggai is the people, and  for Zechariah it is the leadership.

The purpose of the book of Haggai is to stress to the people the value and  importance
of rebuilding the temple. It is worth building it.

The purpose of the book of Zechariah is to stress to Zerubbabel the feasibility of
rebuilding the temple. It can be done.
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Theme: How can God's work be accomplished?

Key Verse: Zechariah 4:6 (ESV) Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the
Lord of hosts.

Transitional Statement:  Why did Zerubbabel need this encouragement?  Why was he
discouraged?

I. Historical background

A. Zerubbabel had come out of the Babylonian captivity.

Ezra 2:1 (ESV) Now these were the people of the province who came up
out of the captivity of those exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon had carried captive to Babylonia. They returned to Jerusalem
and Judah, each to his own town. 
Ezra 2:2 (ESV) They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah,
Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah. The
number of the men of the people of Israel:

B. Zerubbabel and others instituted the worship of the true and living God
after the Babylonian captivity in the city of Jerusalem.

Ezra 3:2 (ESV) Then arose Jeshua the son of Jozadak, with his fellow
priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel with his kinsmen, and they
built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is
written in the Law of Moses the man of God.

C. As time passed, plans for rebuilding the temple had begun.

Ezra 3:8 (ESV) Now in the second year after their coming to the house of
God at Jerusalem, in the second month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak made a beginning, together with the rest
of their kinsmen, the priests and the Levites and all who had come to
Jerusalem from the captivity. They appointed the Levites, from twenty
years old and upward, to supervise the work of the house of the Lord.

D. The  foreign leaders of the country, wanted to join in the building of the
temple in order to slow  its progress.
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Ezra 4:1 (ESV) Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin
heard that the returned exiles were building a temple to the Lord, the
God of Israel, 
Ezra 4:2 (ESV) they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of fathers’
houses and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we worship your God
as you do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of
Esarhaddon king of Assyria who brought us here.” 
Ezra 4:3 (ESV) But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of
fathers’ houses in Israel said to them, “You have nothing to do with
us in building a house to our God; but we alone will build to the Lord,
the God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded
us.”

E. When that plan to hinder the Israelites did not work, a letter by Israel's
adversaries was sent to the king Artaxerxes. 

Ezra 4:7 (ESV) In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam and Mithredath and
Tabeel and the rest of their associates wrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia.
The letter was written in Aramaic and translated.

Ezra 4:11 (ESV) (This is a copy of the letter that they sent.) “To
Artaxerxes the king: Your servants, the men of the province Beyond the
River, send greeting. And now 
Ezra 4:12 (ESV) be it known to the king that the Jews who came up from
you to us have gone to Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious and
wicked city. They are finishing the walls and repairing the foundations. 
Ezra 4:13 (ESV) Now be it known to the king that if this city is rebuilt
and the walls finished, they will not pay tribute, custom, or toll, and
the royal revenue will be impaired. 
Ezra 4:14 (ESV) Now because we eat the salt of the palace and it is not
fitting for us to witness the king’s dishonor, therefore we send and inform
the king,

F.  Then the work on the temple was halted.

Ezra 4:17 (ESV) The king sent an answer: “To Rehum the commander
and Shimshai the scribe and the rest of their associates who live in
Samaria and in the rest of the province Beyond the River, greeting. And
now

3



Ezra 4:21 (ESV) Therefore make a decree that these men be made to
cease, and that this city be not rebuilt, until a decree is made by me. 
Ezra 4:22 (ESV) And take care not to be slack in this matter. Why should
damage grow to the hurt of the king?” 
Ezra 4:23 (ESV) Then, when the copy of King Artaxerxes’ letter was read
before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their associates, they went in
haste to the Jews at Jerusalem and by force and power made them
cease. 
Ezra 4:24 (ESV) Then the work on the house of God that is in
Jerusalem stopped, and it ceased until the second year of the reign of
Darius king of Persia.

G. However, at the prophesying of Haggai and Zechariah the work is begun
again some 16 years later.

Ezra 5:1 (ESV) Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of
Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in
the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 
Ezra 5:2 (ESV) Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the
son of Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God that is
in Jerusalem, and the prophets of God were with them, supporting them.

H. Once again the work was opposed by Israel's old enemies.

Ezra 5:3 (ESV) At the same time Tattenai the governor of the province
Beyond the River and Shethar-bozenai and their associates came to them
and spoke to them thus: “Who gave you a decree to build this house
and to finish this structure?”

I. Once again they sent a letter to the king who now was Darius not
Artaxerxes.

Ezra 5:4 (ESV) They also asked them this: “What are the names of the
men who are building this building?”

Ezra 5:6 (ESV) This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai the governor of the
province Beyond the River and Shethar-bozenai and his associates, the
governors who were in the province Beyond the River, sent to Darius the
king. 
Ezra 5:7 (ESV) They sent him a report, in which was written as follows:
“To Darius the king, all peace. 
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Ezra 5:8 (ESV) Be it known to the king that we went to the province of
Judah, to the house of the great God. It is being built with huge stones,
and timber is laid in the walls. This work goes on diligently and prospers
in their hands. 
Ezra 5:9 (ESV) Then we asked those elders and spoke to them thus:
‘Who gave you a decree to build this house and to finish this
structure?’

J. The opposition tried to intimidate Zerubbabel and others.

Ezra 5:10 (ESV) We also asked them their names, for your information,
that we might write down the names of their leaders.

K. However by God’s grace, the work went on as they were awaiting a reply.

Ezra 5:5 (ESV) But the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews,
and they did not stop them until the report should reach Darius and then
an answer be returned by letter concerning it.

II. The present situation:

Now comes the message of encouragement to Zerubbabel as they are awaiting
the king's reply.

Zechariah 1:1 (ESV) In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the
word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, son of
Iddo, saying,

Zechariah 4:6 (ESV) Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of
hosts.

A. God's work is not accomplished by might! 

1. Originally the work had been stopped by force.

Ezra 4:23 (ESV) Then, when the copy of King Artaxerxes’ letter was
read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their associates,
they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem and by force and
power made them cease.

2. However Zerubbabel was not to fight.
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Zechariah 4:6 (ESV) Then he said to me, "This is the word of the
Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
says the Lord of hosts.

a. The word might is literally by one's right arm.

b. It was not to be accomplished through their own strength.

c. Zerubbabel had seen the Lord's work frustrated and come to
a halt because of the force that had been exhibited against
them.

d. One could see how Zerubbabel would think that you have to
overcome force by force.

B. God's work is not accomplished by power. 

Zec 4:6  Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word
of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

1. It was not to be accomplished by Israel's abilities or resources.

2. Zerubbabel's resources were paltry.

3. He had little money,  few people, and  no status

4. What hope was there in completing the temple?

C. God's work is accomplished by His Spirit (By His working)

Zec 4:6  Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word
of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by
my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

1. The work will be completed by Zerubbabel.

Zechariah 4:8 (ESV) Then the word of the LORD came to me,
saying, 
Zechariah 4:9 (ESV) “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the
foundation of this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then
you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.
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2. The people will be amazed at what God does.

Zechariah 4:9 (ESV) “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the
foundation of this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then
you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.

III. The fulfillment of  Zechariah's prophesy.

A. God frustrates the activities of the opposing officials.

Ezra 5:6  This is the copy of the letter which Tattenai, the governor of
the province beyond the River, and Shethar-bozenai and his
colleagues the officials, who were beyond the River, sent to Darius
the king.
Ezra 5:7  They sent a report to him in which it was written thus: "To
Darius the king, all peace.
Ezra 5:8  "Let it be known to the king, that we have gone to the province
of Judah, to the house of the great God, which is being built with huge
stones, and beams are being laid in the walls; and this work is going on
with great care and is succeeding in their hands.
Ezra 5:9  "Then we asked those elders and said to them thus, Who
issued you a decree to rebuild this temple and to finish this
structure?'
Ezra 5:10  "We also asked them their names so as to inform you, and
that we might write down the names of the men who were at their
head.
Ezra 5:11  "And thus they answered us, saying, 'We are the servants of the
God of heaven and earth and are rebuilding the temple that was built
many years ago, which a great king of Israel built and finished.
Ezra 5:12  'But because our fathers had provoked the God of heaven to
wrath, He gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
the Chaldean, who destroyed this temple and deported the people to
Babylon.

B. The former decree by king Cyrus is alluded to in the letter.

Ezra 5:13  'However, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, King
Cyrus issued a decree to rebuild this house of God.

1. Background to King Cyrus,  We need to remember God’s work in
the life of Cyrus that caused Cyrus to issue the decree for the
temple to be rebuilt in the first place.
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a. God had made Cyrus king.

Isaiah 45:1 (ESV) Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to
Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations
before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors
before him that gates may not be closed: 
Isaiah 45:2 (ESV) “I will go before you and level the exalted
places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut
through the bars of iron, 
Isaiah 45:3 (ESV) I will give you the treasures of darkness
and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it
is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your
name. 

b. Isaiah makes this prophecy even before Cyrus is on the
scene.

Isaiah 45:4 (ESV) For the sake of my servant Jacob, and
Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you,
though you do not know me. 

c. Cyrus did not have a saving relationship to God.

Isaiah 45:4 (ESV) For the sake of my servant Jacob, and
Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you,
though you do not know me. 
Isaiah 45:5 (ESV) I am the LORD, and there is no other,
besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do
not know me, 

d. However, by God’s sovereignty His will would be done.

Isaiah 45:6 (ESV) that people may know, from the rising
of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides
me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
Isaiah 45:7 (ESV) I form light and create darkness; I make
well-being and create calamity; I am the LORD, who
does all these things.

2. King Cyrus’ decree is explained in the letter.

Ezra 5:14 (ESV) And the gold and silver vessels of the house of
God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple that was
in Jerusalem and brought into the temple of Babylon, these Cyrus
the king took out of the temple of Babylon, and they were
delivered to one whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had
made governor; 
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Ezra 5:15 (ESV) and he said to him, “Take these vessels, go and
put them in the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house
of God be rebuilt on its site.” 
Ezra 5:16 (ESV) Then this Sheshbazzar came and laid the
foundations of the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and from that
time until now it has been in building, and it is not yet finished.’ 

3. An appeal is made to Darius to do research on Cyrus’ decree.

Ezra 5:17 (ESV) Therefore, if it seems good to the king, let
search be made in the royal archives there in Babylon, to see
whether a decree was issued by Cyrus the king for the
rebuilding of this house of God in Jerusalem. And let the king
send us his pleasure in this matter.”

4. Darius goes along with the request and a search is made.

Ezra 6:1 (ESV) Then Darius the king made a decree, and search
was made in Babylonia, in the house of the archives where the
documents were stored. 

5. Cyrus’ decree is disovered.

Ezra 6:2 (ESV) And in Ecbatana, the citadel that is in the province
of Media, a scroll was found on which this was written: “A record. 
Ezra 6:3 (ESV) In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king
issued a decree: Concerning the house of God at Jerusalem,
let the house be rebuilt, the place where sacrifices were offered,
and let its foundations be retained. Its height shall be sixty cubits
and its breadth sixty cubits, 
Ezra 6:4 (ESV) with three layers of great stones and one layer of
timber. Let the cost be paid from the royal treasury. 
Ezra 6:5 (ESV) And also let the gold and silver vessels of the
house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple
that is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and
brought back to the temple that is in Jerusalem, each to its
place. You shall put them in the house of God.”

C. As a result, Darius issues a series of decrees.

1. Darius decrees that the officials should not hinder the work of
rebuilding the temple.

Ezra 6:6 (ESV) “Now therefore, Tattenai, governor of the province
Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and your associates the
governors who are in the province Beyond the River, keep away. 
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Ezra 6:7 (ESV) Let the work on this house of God alone. Let the
governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews rebuild this
house of God on its site.

2. Furthermore, Darius decrees that the officials are to finance the
work.

Ezra 6:8 (ESV) Moreover, I make a decree regarding what you
shall do for these elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of this
house of God. The cost is to be paid to these men in full and
without delay from the royal revenue, the tribute of the
province from Beyond the River. 
Ezra 6:9 (ESV) And whatever is needed—bulls, rams, or sheep for
burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, or oil, as
the priests at Jerusalem require—let that be given to them day by
day without fail, 
Ezra 6:10 (ESV) that they may offer pleasing sacrifices to the God
of heaven and pray for the life of the king and his sons.

3. Darius issues a decree containing a final warning.

Ezra 6:11 (ESV) Also I make a decree that if anyone alters this
edict, a beam shall be pulled out of his house, and he shall be
impaled on it, and his house shall be made a dunghill. 

4. Darius invokes the name of God.

Ezra 6:12 (ESV) May the God who has caused his name to dwell
there overthrow any king or people who shall put out a hand to
alter this, or to destroy this house of God that is in Jerusalem. I
Darius make a decree; let it be done with all diligence.”

D. The temple is eventually completed,

Ezra 6:14 (ESV) And the elders of the Jews built and prospered
through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the
son of Iddo. They finished their building by decree of the God of Israel
and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; 

IV. The temple is completed by the Spirit of God enabiing the work to be done,.

Zechariah 4:6 (ESV) Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of
hosts.

A. It is God’s decree that brings the work to completion.
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Ezra 6:14 (ESV) And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through
the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.
They finished their building by decree of the God of Israel and by
decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; 

B. It is God’s decree that governs the decrees in which He Sovereignly uses
thee foreign  kings fulfill His purpose.

Ezra 6:14 (ESV) And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through
the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.
They finished their building by decree of the God of Israel and by decree
of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; 

C. Zerubbabel could not have done all this, only God could.

Zechariah 4:6 (ESV) Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the
Lord of hosts.

V. Conclusion:

A. God’s work is accomplished by God’s enablement and strength.

B. God works through a variety of means to accomplish his purpose(s).

C. The people of God need to be faithful in following God’s instructions on
how we are to live our lives.

D. We are not worry about the outcome but simply respond to God’s
commands in simple obedient trust.

E. Our question needs to be, “What does God want me/us to do?”

F. The question is not, “Can we do what God wants me/us to do?”

G. In looking at fulfilling God’s commands, we are not simply to take into
account our resources, but rather take into account God’s ability to
supply.

H. We need need to understand that God is still ruling over the nations.
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