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PALM SUNDAY

MIXED

EMOTIONS

Pastor Sam Marchant

READ / LUKE 19:35-38 & LEVITICUS 1:3-4, 2:1, 3:1, 4:20, 5:16

VERSE / He replied, “If they
kept quiet, the stones along the
road would burst into cheers!” -
Luke 19:40

Alright, I'm gonna start off the
devotionals with a heated topic,
the new Dana Point Harbor.
Right now we’re in the middle
of the historic harbor being torn
down and rebuilt to be more
flashy. Some people can’t stand
it, others are excited for the
change, and a few probably
haven’t even noticed yet
because they haven't driven
past it.

But that tension, different
opinions, different expectations,
that’s not new.

About 2,000 years ago, when
Jesus Christ rode in on a donkey
(on what we now call Palm

Sunday), people had mixed
emotions too. The Pharisees
hated Him and the claims

He made. The crowds were
expecting a political revolt. The
Romans didn’t care, as long as
things stayed under control and
He did not threaten Caesar’s
Power. You see, people may
have their own ideas about
Jesus, but their ideas cannot
change the truth of why He
came

Jesus wasn’t showing up to tear
things down; He came to fulfill
what had already been promised
in the Old Testament. And one
place we see that clearly is in
the book of Leviticus. We don’t
open this book as often as we
should, and it’s vital. Because
Jesus is all over it. Like He said
in Matthew 5:17, “Do not think
that | have come to abolish the

Law or the Prophets; | have not
come to abolish them but to
fulfill them.” Jesus didn’t come
to remove the Old, but to fulfill it.
You could even say Jesus is the
law in the flesh — the perfect will
of God, fully lived out.

In the first few chapters of
Leviticus, we are introduced to
five different types of sacrifices
(offerings) that Israel would
practice to be forgiven by God
and to have fellowship with God.

BURNT OFFERING -
Completely burned sacrifice on
the altar, showing total surrender
to God.

GRAIN OFFERING - flour,
oil, and incense given to God
as worship for what He has
provided.

PEACE OFFERING - shared
between God, priests, and
the person, showing restored
fellowship with God.

SIN OFFERING - given for
unintentional sin, focused on
cleansing from impurity.

GUILT OFFERING - given for
specific wrongs, emphasizing
payment for guilt.

But the problem with these, is
that they would have to be
repeated over and over again,
and they were only temporary to

allow people into His presence.
Now fast forward to Jesus, He
is those very sacrifices, but
permanent.

Hebrews 10 declares, “The

old system under the law of
Moses was only a shadow, a

dim preview of the good things
to come, not the good things
themselves. The sacrifices under
that system were repeated again
and again, year after year, but
they were never able to provide
perfect cleansing for those who
came to worship. But our High
Priest offered himself to God as
a single sacrifice for sins, good
for all time.” - Hebrews 10:1,12

When you put all of those
sacrifices together, you find
Jesus. Jesus is the provided
sacrifice who surrendered His
life, giving payment for our sin,
which brings cleansing so we
can have fellowship with God.
And this is what Jesus had

in store for us when He rode
into town on a donkey, a week
before His resurrection. This
Holy Week, may our response
not mirror the religious leaders,
the crowds, or the Romans, but
instead reflect the childlike
wonder of the Lamb who was
slain.




PRAYER /

Dear gracious Father, thank You for this
beautiful Palm Sunday — a reminder that all my
preconceived notions are drowned out by the
radical love You displayed in willingly going to
the cross. Without it, | have nothing, through
Your sacrifice, | am made whole.

Amen.




THE STATE
OF THINGS

Pastor Brick Brickley

READ / JOHN 2:13-22

VERSE / In the Temple area

he saw merchants selling cattle,
sheep, and doves for sacrifices;
he also saw dealers at tables
exchanging foreign money.
Jesus made a whip from some
ropes and chased them all out
of the Temple. He drove out the
sheep and cattle, scattered the
money changers’ coins over the

floor, and turned over their tables.

-John 2:14-15

Following Palm Sunday, the
tone of Holy Week shifts. The
celebration fades, and Jesus
begins to reveal something
deeper—something sobering.
The scriptures we associate with
this time don’t just tell us what
happened; they hold up a mirror,
revealing the true state of things.

We see the fruitless fig tree,

full of leaves, but empty of fruit.
There’s something deeper going
on. We hear the parable of the
two sons; one faithful but bitter,
one wild and lost.... Both have
something deeper going on.

We sit with Martha and Mary,
where distraction and devotion
are contrasted, revealing
something deeper going on.
And even in the question of
paying taxes to Caesar, we're
reminded that there is something
deeper going on.

Each moment points to the
same truth:

There is often a gap between
how things are and how they
ought to be. That deeper truth:

We were created for an intimate,
deep, real relationship with God;

lives marked by obedience,
fruitfulness, dependence and
intimacy with Him. Yet so often,
we settle for appearances,
partial surrender, or distracted
faith. And this is the tension Holy
Week brings into focus.

Because the reality is, we cannot
bridge that broken relational gap
on our own.

No amount of effort can produce
true spiritual fruit. No amount
of intention can fully align our
hearts. The distance between

“what is” and “what ought to be”

is too great.

But this is exactly where the
beauty of the gospel shines.

Holy Week doesn’t just expose

the gap, it reveals the solution.

Jesus Himself becomes the
bridge. Jesus leans in. Jesus
removes EVERY obstacle
preventing true intimacy

Through His death, burial,

and resurrection, He makes

a way for our hearts to be
transformed, not just behavior
modified, but lives made new.
The fruit we could never produce
on our own becomes possible
through Him. The divided heart
becomes whole.

God isn’t after surface-level
change.

He wants our hearts, fully,
completely, intimately.







TUESDAY

NOT ONE
STONE LEFT

Pastor Rod Mayer

READ / MARK 11:12-14, 20-26

VERSE / | tell you, you can pray
for anything, and if you believe
that you've received it, it will be
yours. But when you are praying,
first forgive anyone you are
holding a grudge against, so that
your Father in heaven will forgive
your sins, too. - Mark 11:24-25

As Jesus was leaving the Temple
grounds, His disciples pointed
out the massive and beautiful
buildings surrounding them.

But Jesus responded:

“Do you see all these buildings?
| tell you the truth, they will be
completely demolished. Not
one stone will be left on top of
another” - Matthew 24:1-2

The very first house our high
school ministry tried to build in
Mexico was made of plywood.

Midway through construction, a
dust devil came out of nowhere,
lifted the unfinished 8x12
structure, and slammed it 30 feet
away, leaving nothing but a pile
of rubble.

The next year... we switched to
cement blocks.

On Tuesday of Holy Week, Jesus
said something similar would
happen, but not to a small
structure in Mexico. He said it
about the Temple in Jerusalem,
the pride of the nation, the
center of worship, identity, and
hope.

To those listening, this wasn’t just
shocking; it was unthinkable.

If Jesus had been talking about
our little plywood house, that
would make sense.

But He wasn’t.

He was talking about the
Temple... and the Temple
was everything.

History tells us He was right. In
A.D. 70, Roman forces destroyed
it completely.

But Jesus wasn't just predicting
destruction — He was
revealing transformation.

The people had slowly anchored
their faith to a place... instead of
the Person standing right in front
of them.

The Temple and its rituals had
subtly become the object of
their trust.

It's easy to read that and think,
How could they miss Immanuel,
God with us?

But it's easier than we think.

We can tie our faith to a church...
a pastor... a worship leader...

a familiar seat... or even a role
we’'ve “earned”.

And when those things are
disrupted — we feel it.

When Jesus spoke about the
Temple’s destruction, He was
pointing to a greater reality.
Earlier, in John 2:19-21, He said:

“Destroy this temple, and | will

raise it again in three days.”

He was talking about Himself;
the true Temple.

No longer would God’s presence
be confined to a building.

No longer would access to God
depend on rituals and systems.

Through Jesus, God’s presence
becomes personal. Relationship
replaces ritual.

What was once hidden in plain
sight —in a building and a
system — is now revealed fully in
a Person: Jesus.

And because of what He has
done, everything changes.

Scripture says:

“Do you not know that you

are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit dwells in you?” —1
Corinthians 3:16

Yes it's easy to recognize God’s
presence in a church service, but
the deeper invitation is to live
every day aware that you are the
new temple, the dwelling place
of God.

The Temple fell. Jesus rose.

And now — He lives in you.







WEDNESDAY

HIDDEN IN
PLAIN SIGHT

Pastor Matt Whitlock

READ / MATTHEW 26:1-13

VERSE / | tell you the truth,
wherever the Good News is
preached throughout the world,
this woman’s deed will be
remembered and discussed. -
Matthew 26:13

Have you ever noticed how easy
it is to miss something important
when it's right in front of you?
Not because it's hidden but
because you're not looking for

it the right way. That’s the irony
of Holy Week. The Kingdom

of God wasn'’t far off or buried
somewhere deep. It was hidden
in plain sight; standing, speaking,
and sitting at the table with them.
And still, many missed it.

This passage shows two
responses to Jesus on that
Wednesday. Judas is looking
right at Jesus, yet he can’t

see the Kingdom. He’s been

with Him, heard His teaching,
watched His miracles but when
things start to shift and Jesus
talks about leaving, Judas
begins to look out for himself.
If this Kingdom isn’t going where
he expected, he’ll secure his
own outcome. So he conspires
to trade Jesus for silver,
missing the truth that the very
King he longed for was right in
front of him.

Then there’s Mary. She sees
what others don’t. In a room full
of people who are confused or
critical, she recognizes Jesus for
who He truly is. The King. The
Kingdom. Right there in front of
her. So she pours out her most
valuable possession on Him. To
others, it looks wasteful. To her,
it's worship. She’s not losing
anything; she’s responding to the

greatest treasure she’s
already found.

The difference? Jesus was
hidden in plain sight to both
of them. Judas missed Him.
Mary saw Him.

And the same is true for

us. Jesus is not distant or
obscure. He is present, near,
and revealing Himself; but we
can still miss Him if we’re only
focused on protecting ourselves,
controlling outcomes, or holding
tightly to what we have.

When we see Jesus for who

He really is, everything shifts.

We stop asking, “What can | get?”
and start asking, “What can

| give?” We loosen our

grip because we'’ve found
something greater.

Where might Jesus be right in
front of you today; and you're
missing Him?

What would it look like to truly
see Him... and respond?




MAUNDY THURSDAY

THE KINGDOM
ON ITS KNEES

Pastor Dan Russell

READ / JOHN 13:1-5

VERSE / A new commandment
| give to you, that you love one
another: just as | have loved you,
you also are to love one another.
-John 13:34

Maundy Thursday, sometimes
called Holy Thursday, marks a
pivotal moment in Holy Week.
On this night, Jesus reveals the
true nature of His Kingdom

Jesus knew that it was his

last night on earth and made
arrangement to share his last
meal with his disciples. He rose
from the table, removed his robe
and took the towel of a servant
to wash his disciple’s feet. What
seems humble and ordinary
(washing feet) is a window into
divine love that stoops down

to meet us where we are in our
area of need and brokenness.

Jesus humble act reveals the
heart and majesty of God’s
kingdom. He reveals greatness
that is found in lowering oneself
to serve others. The kingdom of
God does not look like earthly
power. Jesus shows that true
authority is not domination, but
sacrificial love.

The world says power rises
upward; Jesus shows that the
kingdom moves downward.

This very moment invites us to
see serving as the heartbeat
of the kingdom. The Kingdom
kneels!

HIDDEN BEGINS TO BE
REVEALED THROUGH
LOVE AND SERVING /
JOHN 13:6-11

Here Peter struggles and even

protests Jesus’ foot washing —
but Jesus tells him that being
washed by Him is integral to
belonging to His kingdom.

Like Peter, as we go about our
day the issues of life pile up and
our feet can get dirty. We need
to humble ourselves, invite the
Lord to search our hearts, that
we may release the burdens and
allow him to cleanse our walk

so we can continue to share
companionship with him.

The washing here points not
only to humility but also to
forgiveness and cleansing. It’s
symbolic of spiritual cleansing
and our need for Jesus’ grace
to be part of His kingdom. Jesus
reveals he is the one who
washes clean the burdens of
the day, heals and comforts. He
also reveals that greatness in
God’s kingdom is measured by
love and service to others. This
moment begins to break open
the mystery of His identity in a
way that words alone could not.

Unfolding to us, is an invitation
for us to be ongoingly reconciled
to God and to one another. In
the kingdom on its knees, we
first receive grace before we can
share it. We can’t give what we
don’t havel!

THE KINGDOM MANDATE /
JOHN 13:12-15

Jesus turns the act of service
into a mandate. The word
Maundy comes from the Latin
mandatum — “commandment.”
His kingdom is not a one and
done gesture; it is a way of life.
Where we serve one another in
love. Jesus told the disciples to
follow his example and to put
into practice what he had done
for them. In doing so, they would
experience God’s blessings.
The posture of kneeling before
another becomes the posture
of discipleship: to wash feet — in
whatever form that takes in our
world, that is to live as Jesus
lived. Go and do likewise!

THE NEW COMMANDMENT:
LOVE THAT REVEALS THE
KINGDOM / JOHN 13:34-35

Jesus gives a new
commandment: to love one
another as He has loved. This
love, so radical and costly, helps
lift the veil on God’s redemptive
purpose. Though still not fully
understood, the disciples now
begin to glimpse that Jesus’
path will lead to total self-giving
love revealed in suffering. God’s
hidden plan starts to be revealed
with clarity not through power
but through humble service and
sacrificial covenant love.




PRAYER /

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to see You, hidden in
plain sight. Teach us to love as You have loved. Give
us hearts that are willing to kneel beside the broken
and to serve those who know you and those whose
eyes are not open yet. Let our lives reflect Your
Kingdom, a Kingdom not built on the power of man,
but on sacrificial love wrapped in a towel.

In your name we pray Amen!




GOOD FRIDAY

RESTING

WITHIN

RED DOORS

Pastor Max Johnson

READ / LUKE 23:1-56

VERSE / The light from the
sun was gone. And suddenly,
the curtain in the sanctuary
of the Temple was torn down
the middle. Then Jesus
shouted, “Father, | entrust my
spirit into your hands!” And
with those words he breathed
his last. - Luke 23:45-46

Our high school Ministry here
at CBC is called “Red Door”.
Look for the two big red doors
on the corner of Victoria and

Sepulveda Ave,, you can’t miss it.

The doors of our building are not
red because we wanted a stylish
exterior, nor because we want
to grab the attention of any high
school student passing by, our
doors are red for a much more

powerful reason than that.

Our doors are red because of
the incredible story in Exodus 12
where the LORD God executed
judgment on all of Egypt for their
wicked deeds and how they had
enslaved God’s people, refusing
to let them go. God said that He
would pass through the land
and strike down the firstborn

of every man and beast. To be
protected from this righteous
judgement, God told His people
to sacrifice an innocent lamb
and put the blood of the lamb
on the doorposts of the house.
Anyone within those doorposts
coated with blood would be
protected from all wrath and
judgment. Exodus 12:13 “Now the

blood shall be a sign for you on
the houses where you are. And
when | see the blood, | will pass
over you; and the plague shall
not be on you to destroy you
when | strike the land of Egypt.”

Have you ever been punished
for something you were
completely innocent of?

| sure have. When | was on my
8th grade Washington, DC trip,
my friends bought cheap laser
pointers from a gift shop. One
night as we were staying across
the street from the U.S. Capitol
building, they pointed the laser
pointers out the window of

our hotel at random civilians
passing by. | was preoccupied
in the shower trying to scrub off
poison oak that | had gotten on
a hike the week before. Before
| entered the shower they were
rolling on the floor laughing at
people becoming terrified
when they saw a laser land on
their chest, but when | got out of
the shower all the lights were
off and everyone was in bed
totally silent.

| looked out the window to

see two police cars and police
officers pointing up at our room.

| had not touched a laser pointer
that night, although | did think it
was a hilarious prank haha. Our
principal was not very happy with
us when news of the situation
came to his attention.

And because | was in their room,
| was counted just as guilty as
the rest of the boys. | remember
complaining so much about
being grouped in with the

rest of the boys and trying to
explain myself as innocent,

but to no avail.

If you've ever been punished for
something you were innocent
of, you know how deeply it can
wound your heart and how much
passion it can create for justice.
It reminds me of that Passover
lamb, totally innocent, white

as snow, yet slain for God’s
people to protect them from
judgment. This was only a mere
foreshadowing of the ultimate
sacrifice that Jesus would

make in order to save us from
judgment of sins we were truly
guilty of.

Jesus of Nazareth, kind,
compassionate, selfless, and
innocent, yet treated as if He
was a capital offender. He did
not complain, He did not try to
explain His innocence. His goal
was not to save Himself, His goal
was to save us. Isaiah 53:7 says
He was oppressed and He was
afflicted, yet He opened not His
mouth; He was led as a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep
before its shearers is silent, so
He opened not His mouth.

Jesus came to earth for this
very mission: to lay down His




innocent life, allow His blood
to be spilled, and offer it to us
to apply to the doorposts of
our hearts. We apply this blood
through placing our faith in the
Savior Himself.

This Good Friday, let us
acknowledge the unshakable
safety our Savior has purchased
for us through His blood. Not
only are we protected from
judgment but our guilt is taken
away and what remains is pure
spotless innocence, that of an
innocent young lamb. Isaiah 1:18

Though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson,

they shall become like wool.”

When we place our entire
identity in the power of this
sacrifice, we find freedom.
Freedom from guilt and shame,

freedom from a mindset of
knowing we are saved, despite
our lack of innocence. This
intense, raw, sacrificial love of
our Savior has purchased us
FREEDOM! And in freedom we
live, every single day. Every
believer, whether in our high
school ministry or not, finds rest
within a red door, covered by the
sign of the New Covenant, the
blood of the Lamb — safe from
judgment forever.

PRAYER /

Lord Jesus, | acknowledge
today your sacrifice made for
me. | receive afresh the reality
of freedom that you bought for
me at such a high price. | choose
to appreciate this sacrifice by
walking every single day in the
freedom you have freely given
me. Amen.




SATURDAY

SILENT

SATURDAY

Pastor J.C. Gutierrez-Villafan

THE DAY BETWEEN THE CROSS AND THE RESURRECTION

VERSE / Then they went

home and prepared spices and
perfumes. But they rested on
the Sabbath in obedience to the
commandment. - Luke 23:56

REFLECTION / Silent Saturday
is the quietest day in the entire
Easter story. The crowds are
gone. The cross stands empty.
Jesus lies in a sealed tomb. For
the disciples, this was a day
filled with confusion and grief.
Everything they believed about
Jesus seemed to have ended
in defeat. The One they called
Messiah had been crucified.
Their hopes, dreams, and
expectations appeared buried
behind a stone. And yet — God
was still working.

Though the world felt silent,
heaven was active. What looked
like the end was actually the

turning point of redemption. The
grave that seemed to hold Jesus
would soon become the place

where death itself was defeated.

Silent Saturday reminds us

that God is often at work in the
waiting. There are seasons in
life that feel like this day — the
space between prayer and
answer, between promise and
fulfilment, between heartbreak
and restoration. In those
moments, it can feel like God is
silent. But the silence of Saturday
is not the absence of God. It is
the preparation for resurrection.
The stone is already in place.
The guards are already posted.
The tomb is already sealed. But
heaven knows what Sunday
morning will bring.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT /

God often does His deepest
work in the unseen spaces.
When we cannot see movement,
when prayers seem unanswered,
when hope feels buried — God

is still writing the story. Silent
Saturday teaches us to trust the
God who works even in silence.

PRAYER /
Jesus,
In seasons when life feels quiet

and uncertain, help me trust
that You are still at work. When

hope feels buried and answers
seem delayed, remind me that
resurrection is coming. Teach
me to wait with faith, to trust Your
timing, and to believe that even
in silence, You are moving.

Amen.

Reflection Question

Where in your life does it feel
like you are living in a Silent
Saturday — waiting for God to

move?

What might it look like to trust
Him in the waiting?




