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Trinity

I love reading stories about people and their generosity.
Trinity’s congregation and community have historically been
overwhelmingly generous. We have so many touching
stories of how God has moved His followers to give
generously of their time, talents and treasures. We are very
thankful and blessed that this continues and has continued
even through our current pandemic and economic crisis.
Because of the tremendous generosity, Trinity is able to
carry on its ministries and make it through this
unprecedented time.

To [RE]FOCUS is to make an adjustment. Over
Trinity’s history God has enabled us to make
adjustments in how we live out His mission of
making disciples who share Christ’s story with
love, but certainly most recently we know
many adjustments have had to be made.
We have [RE]FOCUSED from the beginning of
the pandemic that God has not changed, the
Gospel has not changed, and the mission has
not changed. However, what we know is that
all of our lives have been changed. For many
of us our faith in Jesus has been adjusted, our
understanding of the Gospel has been
adjusted and also our view of the mission of
God has been adjusted.
What we see even more clearly now is that
what Jesus said recorded for us in John’s
Gospel, “In this world you will have trouble, but
take heart for I have overcome this world,” is
true. In this world there is trouble, yet God is
still God.
He is still good.
He is still
omnipotent,
omniscient,
and
omnipresent. What we see even more clearly
now is that the Good News of Jesus is still the
main thing. Namely we are forgiven and
reconciled with God through what Jesus did on
the cross for us. We have the certainty of
heaven, not because of our good works, but
because of HIS.
The Good News of the
resurrected, crucified One is THE Good
News. We know with even more clarity that
forgiveness is still the main message of our
faith. Yes the wages of sin is death, but thanks
be to God because He has given us the victory
in Jesus. What we see even more clearly now
is that the mission of God will not be overcome
by the gates of hell.
God’s mission will
continue to move forward even when we are
limited with our capacity to be present with
others. God will always make a way for His
Gospel to be proclaimed.

As we [RE]FOCUS together I am reminded of
the words spoken through Hebrews to those
who have gone before us: “Fixate your eyes on
Jesus the author and perfecter of our
faith.” We are [RE]FOCUSED in our:
•

Worship

•

Social Ministry

•

Family Life Ministries

•

Bible Studies

•

School

•

Pastoral Care

As you read through Trinity Matters I pray that
you are able to [RE]FOCUS as you read about
the adjustments we have made and are
making for the fall of 2020.
From my seat as your Senior Pastor let me say
how proud I am of not just our staff, but you
all. Trinity has not lost our focus. We have
continued to [RE]FOCUS over the course of the
last seven months.
May God’s promise spoken through Jeremiah
continue to be our promise: “For I know the
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future
and a hope. Then you will call upon me and
come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You
will seek me and find me, when you seek
me with all your heart.” – Jeremiah 29:11-13
You matter, we matter, and Trinity matters. ■

2019-2020 Year End Financial Report
The financial report for the year end summary is attached
for your reference. The 2019-2020 budget originally passed by
the voter’s assembly this past June included an estimated
$185K deficit. We are happy to announce that even with
white envelope and general giving down last year, and the
added global pandemic and economic crisis…we finished
the year with only a deficit of $82k. You may be asking
yourself, how does the Church make up or pay for that loss?
Typically, we would use our cash reserves we have saved but
this year we were blessed to receive funding through the
When I started reading some stories about people in the Paycheck Protection Plan program through the CARES ACT,
Bible and their generosity, they really aren’t much different also known as the PPP loan.
than stories of people today who are generous and inspired
in different ways to give. The stories in the Bible help teach This loan which was provided by the Small Business
that generosity isn’t just something that comes only after a Association, through the CARES ACT, was intended to help
period of time in your life when you have a certain income or businesses during the COVID-19 shut down, and to help keep
when/if you become wealthy. It is something you live out at least 75% of their staff employed. The loan was only
wherever and at whatever stage of life you’re in. Generous allowed to be used for salaries and health insurance costs
people today are very similar to people mentioned in the for our staff. The PPP totaled $720k. The amazing part of this
loan is that it was designed to also be forgiven and turn into
Bible.
a Grant through a loan forgiveness application process. This
As we wrap up and close the 2019-2020 fiscal year and [RE] was an amazing blessing since within a few days notice
FOCUS on the challenges ahead, let’s examine and reflect on Trinity had to quickly close our school and church doors and
all the different ways God’s work will be done through our start up remote school and put all worship online
generosity. God gives us some classic Biblical stories that are immediately. Praise God for his continued provision!
inspiring examples of generosity.
It is important to know that when you read our financials,
1) In Exodus 36:1-7, we see God’s people bringing more than this is only listed in our balance sheet for last year. This Loan
enough to meet the need — to the point that Moses must tell will turn into income and be reported as such in the 20202021 Fiscal Year financials once the loan is approved to be
them to stop!
forgiven. The deficit from last year will be covered by the
PPP funds in addition to our staffing costs incurred
2) In 2 Corinthians 8-9, we see the Corinthian church giving
throughout the shut down months of April - August.
faithfully to help a community of people whom they have
never met!
Congregation June Monthly Financial Report
3). In Luke 21:1-4, Jesus compares the widow’s mite to the rich
man’s gifts — demonstrating that the gifts of all are needed
and used in God’s economy.
4. In Luke 10:25-37, Jesus tells the classic story of the Good
Samaritan — one who gave time, resources, and skill to meet
the need of a man who had been left for dead at the side of
the road. The Samaritan makes himself vulnerable and
available — the very definition of hospitality.
5. In Genesis 45, we find Joseph responding graciously and
generously to his family, even when logic would tell him not
to.
May God continue to inspire our generosity, as His church, to
give of our times, talents and treasures. Together we will
continue to keep making disciples who share Christ’s story
with love and building the Kingdom of Heaven. Trinity has
many ways you can help by using the following giving
methods:
mail
in
your
offering,
give
online
at
trinityutica.com, give on our Church Center app, or text “$__
white envelope” to 84321.

Month Actual

YTD Actual

Church & School Income:

$ 221,035.98

$ 4,334,508.08

Church & School Expenses:

$ 373,227.55

$ 4,416,706.36

Congregation July Monthly Financial Report
Month Actual

YTD Actual

Church & School Income:

$ 292,999.00

$ 292,999.00

Church & School Expenses:

$ 382,155.14

$ 382,155.14

Thank you for your contributions. Please continue to give
your first fruits and keep Trinity in your ongoing prayers
during this pandemic. We pray all our ministries will
continue to be blessed with your help as we work together
on building the kingdom of heaven and making disciples
who share Christ's story with love.

TriniTy’s FaciliTies
As we [RE]FOCUS our attention on returning to Trinity’s facilities
please continue to be respectful and honor universally accepted
health and safety precautions. If you or your household
members exhibit any of the following symptoms, we respectfully
ask that you self quarantine for 14 days and be free of these
symptoms before returning to Trinity. We are eager to welcome
you back, but we also want you to remain healthy.
COVID-19 symptoms:
•
Cough
•
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
•
Fever
•
Chills
•
Muscle aches/pains
•
Sore throat
•
New loss of taste or smell
•
Or; have recently been exposed to someone who has
tested positive for COVID-19
All guests are expected to participate in the following for the
health and safety of others:
•
Take your own temperature before arriving at Trinity’s
facilities. If a fever is cited (100.4F or higher), please do not
enter Trinity’s facilities and self quarantine for 14 days before
returning to Trinity.
•
Wear nose and mouth covering while in public areas or
working with others where 6’ social distancing cannot be
adhered to (Please supply your own covering as most people
find some facial coverings to be more comfortable than
others)
•
Refrain from gathering with others
•
Cover coughs and sneezes
•
Avoid touching eyes, nose, and mouth
•
Practice 6’ social distancing
Social Events at Trinity
We understand that many people are anxious to return to our
facilities and resume their social events such Bible studies,
men’s and women’s groups, and others. Unfortunately, at the
time of writing this article we are limiting Trinity’s social events
to our ministries, the number of attendees, building hours and
rooms available. Please continue to request a room reservation
through the church receptionist, Cori Ford, as we will be
evaluating each reservation request on a case-by-case basis.
Please understand, we want you and your social events to
resume here at Trinity, but we also have to abide by guidelines
set by our local and state government.

designs and decisions without input from the congregation.
During the shut-down period Trinity was awarded a grant from
LCMS Michigan District for $125,000
for technology
enhancements. Since many of the audio and visual systems
were in the design process, we were able to put out that portion
of the system for bidding. We are currently evaluating
contractors and hope to install the audio and visual components
before the fall/winter holiday sanctuary services and utilizing
the grant money before year’s end. As for the sanctuary designs,
the forced shut-down of worship that occurred in the spring
accelerated Trinity’s on-line worship services quicker than we
expected. We have been blessed with many talented staff and
volunteers that made our online worship possible. In the spring
as we were able to welcome people back into live worship in the
sanctuary while also continuing online worship, we realized
several important discoveries that we otherwise may have
missed. For instance, it was discovered that while filming
worship from the rear of the sanctuary, when the congregation
would stand, the pastor and altar area were blocked from view.
This caused us to install the temporary chancel stage often used
during the Christmas season to elevate the pastor above the
congregation. Another discovery was when we moved the
media controls and technicians into the storage room off the
balcony to make room for other media equipment in the
balcony. This move immediately made us realize that the
storage room does not have air conditioning and is not sound
proofed to the congregation. There were other similar
discoveries that the renovation committee will be giving special
attention to as well. So on a positive note; we are discovering
some important items that will need to be addressed as a part
of the anticipated sanctuary renovations. We are eager to
resume our conversations with the congregation about what
exactly the sanctuary renovations should be.

Latchkey, Children’s Ministry & Youth Room Renovations
For some time Trinity has been working toward renovating the
rooms shared by the school Latchkey and Children’s Ministry.
These rooms are challenging because they are used daily and
shared by different ministries. On the latchkey side they need
an atmosphere that is calming where they get homework done,
play board games with friends, do crafts or just relax from the
school day. As for the Children’s Ministry (Kid’s Connection), they
would like a lively atmosphere where kids can be loud, sing and
dance praising Jesus. We have been working with an interior
designer to refine these commonly used rooms and make them
conducive to both environments. These renovations are not a
part of the previous building campaign or sanctuary
Sanctuary Renovations
renovations. There have been separate monetary gifts given for
Our last formal discussions about the sanctuary renovations
the purpose of these renovations by several sources. If you wish
were last November. We had conversations and shared early
to contribute to these renovations we welcome your donations.
sketches of what the sanctuary renovations might be. Last
winter we were just beginning to build some momentum with
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Room Renovations
the designs for the sanctuary renovations. The sanctuary
Similar to the latchkey and children’s ministry rooms, Trinity’s
renovation committee was working with the interior designer to
Youth rooms (located on the third floor of the school), have fallen
refine the sketches and include some of the ideas that the
short of decorations and furnishings needed for these ministries.
congregation had suggested. The campaign contributions were
In recent years Trinity has made good progress in engaging our
steadily coming in. We were off to a good start; then the news of
youth. The current rooms, while functional are in need of some
COVID-19 starting disrupting our routine lives. Well, like
attention in the areas of sound abatement, furnishings and
everything else over the past 6 months, the sanctuary
décor. We have engaged an interior designer to help us rethink
renovations were no exception. Although, the committee did
these rooms and make them more welcoming and engaging for
continue to meet and make progress, they were hampered by
our youth. These renovations are not a part of the previous
not being able to share and get feedback from the
building campaign or sanctuary renovations. There have been
congregation. They did make progress with the audio, visual
separate monetary gifts given for the purpose of these
and lighting consultant to refine the needs of these multi-media
renovations by several sources. If you wish to contribute to these
platforms, but nothing more could be done on the sanctuary
renovations we welcome your donations. ■

GOD HAS NOT
CHANGED, THE
GOSPEL HAS NOT
CHANGED, AND THE
MISSION HAS NOT
CHANGED.

Maybe some of you can relate, but lately I feel as
though I don’t really know a lot right now, or like I
have a lot to offer as there are so many unknowns
about what lies ahead. But what better time than
now to choose to [RE]FOCUS on the One who is
known and who always remains the same,
regardless of the insanity we face.
Just as much as the world around us has changed,
shifted, been upheaved, so have the ways we have
strived to stay on pace with the needs of this church
and those around us in our community. We have
sought to utilize the resources God has put at our
fingertips to seek to worship together, regardless of
the confines and new “norms” we have had to
adapt to. Through all of the changes that have
happened together so far in worship, Jesus has
been in every single one of them, and He will
continue to be. It would be hard to miss the
evidence of Jesus in our midst here at Trinity lately
because He has been overwhelmingly present
through every step and every detail of how we have
sought to stay connected through an isolating time.
After all, togetherness is a big part of who we are
and what we are committed to here at Trinity, Jesus
and one another.

That commitment won’t waver or change as we
head into the fall because no matter what, our
mission doesn’t change. We will still worship. We
will still gather around the Word. We will still be the
church who is bent on making more disciples who
share Christ’s story with love. That is who we are. To
wrap this all up, I will let Carla, my wonderful
teammate that we all know and love sum it up: “As I
write a few thoughts about the Music Ministry at
Trinity for the fall – the governor has again closed
down businesses and forbidden large groups to
meet. Another step backwards. SO – how can we
say that we will have a full music program in the
fall? How can we say that there will be a rousing
Reformation Worship service with brass and choirs,
that there will be meaningful Thanksgiving worship,
that there will be joyful Christmas concerts and
festival services? We can’t. So what shall we
do? PRAY – PRAY – PRAY. God is in control; He
knows what we need and what we want. He knows
that we can still worship Him fully without fancy
music, choirs, instrumental groups.
HE always
knows and HE loves us – HE will see us
through. “And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.” Matthew 28:20b

WHAT BETTER TIME THAN
NOW TO CHOOSE TO
[RE]FOCUS ON THE ONE
WHO IS KNOWN AND WHO
ALWAYS REMAINS THE
SAME, REGARDLESS OF THE
INSANITY WE FACE.

FULLY

“Let the children come to me… ok that’s close enough. The Confirmation Program will have to adjust a bit as
Gotta maintain that 6 feet distance.”

Trying to imagine what youth group or Bible studies
might look like while implementing appropriate social
distancing and applying all sorts of new safety
measures feels more like some odd final paper for a
fourth year Youth Ministry Class. Extra credit if you can
explain how you’re going to get the teens to properly
wash their hands for the full 30 seconds every time.
But instead, this isn't a final paper, it’s just life as we
know it. Not that I’m complaining (too much), I know
we are still so fortunate to be able to do anything at all
with our teens and that their want and willingness to
keep pushing forward is a blessing that not everyone
has. I love our kids here at Trinity. SO even if we can’t
keep going about as we always have - playing circle
games, huddling around a TV for video games, or even
breaking into tight knit small groups on couches, we
will find new ways to both build relationships with
each other and grow our faith by learning more about
our God. Youth groups will look different, even if just
for a bit, but our [RE]FOCUS on God will not change. If
nothing else, this pandemic has stretched us church
workers (especially the youth leaders) to remember
and learn how to show that the Bible is engaging,
exciting, and worth showing up for. Even if we can’t
have all of the fun and comforts that we’re used to, our
faith drives us back to Him.

well. The purpose of our Confirmation program has
always been to teach the kids about the faith that God
has given them and to provide a foundation for their
future faith walk - starting routines now so that they
are a normal part of their lives even postConfirmation. The adjustments that we are making
now are not intended to be permanent changes; we
only hope to be flexible and understanding as even the
basics of the kids’ lives are being shifted. We don’t
want what is supposed to be a faith building
experience to become an overwhelming, stress filled
to-do. Our students’ faith lives are not confined to this
program either - so we are looking at how to be
intentional in the areas that may be different even as
they go into high school. So, onto the adjustments. For
at least the start of the year, we will not be meeting
weekly in the Jr. High Room for Bible study on Sunday
mornings. Even if the room was twice as big, we don’t
think it’d be possible to maintain safe practices with
up to 50 or more kids. Instead, we will be producing
Bible study material that can be done at home. The
first goal and focus of our Bible studies are to get kids
into His Word and to apply what He has to say into our
lives. As soon as we believe it’s possible and smart, we
will get back together to hit our second goal surrounding ourselves with each other to build each
other up and so that we can know that we’re not
alone in our faith. We are looking into offering an
optional, perhaps monthly, in depth Bible study for
those interested. Until worship can come back fully we
will also be putting a pause on our acolyting
requirement. Our at home video programming will not
change, there will still be weekly videos to be watched
and discussed with a parent - we are fortunate to have
a lot of the teaching already being done in the home
with great success! Our hope is that we will be able to
move closer to our normal programming by January,
even if they are small steps at first. We know that no
two families are the same and no two confirmation
students learn the best in the same way - if there’s
anything we can do to supplement or adjust for your
family, I definitely want to talk about it.

July 13—17, 2020

Throughout the summer, our Sr. High Youth group has
been meeting outside for youth group. We have been
able to use Grant Park as a chance to have some fun,
play some games, keep some space between us and
still have a gathering time for Bible studies and
devotions. As we head into the fall, we will continue to
use the outdoor resources and activities that we have
available - Grant Park, our playground, bike nights,
etc. We’ve also used this time to get more intentional
about reaching out to individuals within the youth
group to have one on one, personal conversations
about things that matter. As we settle into the school
year we will assess how soon we’ll be able to get back
into the youth room. It would be great to be able to
move back inside before the snow comes, but we are
going to move forward intelligently and when we
think we can do so safely, not just when we’re tired of
doing things differently!
To you teens reading this: If you’re wrestling with
something or know someone who is, I would love to
hear what’s on your heart - shoot me a text, call, email,
or whatever. If you follow our youth Instagram
account @TrinityUticaYouth, I see and respond to all
messages. I want you to know that even if we aren’t
getting as much face to face time in the youth room,
you are still very much on my heart and mind every
day and I’ve been praying for you!

Things are going to be a little different for a while. That
doesn’t mean things are going to be bad. Our kids will
still be taught about Jesus. Faith will still be lived out.
Our relationship with Jesus has such an opportunity to
be strengthened. With so many distractions (perhaps
unwillingly) out of our way, we have a chance to [RE]
FOCUS on Him. So be encouraged! Our all knowing, all
powerful God is with us, is fighting for us, and will be
leading us into and through these next months. Jesus
is alive! Death couldn’t hold Him down, and neither
will this. ■

TOGETHER
In these unprecedented times we are eagerly moving
forward as we establish our best practices to continue
stepping up our Children’s Ministry offerings, sharing
Christ’s story with love to our youngest members.
During this fall relaunch, we are excited to implement
our ideas for continually sharing Christ’s story with
love in the safest way
possible! These practices
will
be
implemented
beginning the weekend of
WE CAN
CONTINUALLY
September
12,
as
we
COME TOGETHER
continue in 'Stage 4' our
BENEATH THE
state’s reopening plan.
CROSS TO
WORSHIP OUR
FAITHFUL GOD.

For families worshiping
with us remotely, we will
continue to provide a Kids'
Connection
Children's
Message incorporated into
every livestream! We have
seen a lot of success and
engagement in the last few months incorporating
Kids’ Connection into the online Worship service. All of
our Children’s Ministry content created over the past
few months is available on our YouTube page, and we
will continue to upload material for families to
engage with.
Moving forward, we are looking forward to adding an
'in-person' Kids’ Connection opportunity to feature a
children's message, in addition to continually offering
an online option. Each weekend, we will have a live
Kids’ Connection message incorporated into our
sanctuary services. Although children will not be
invited forward due to social distancing, we are
excited to provide an engaging message for the
whole congregation to listen in on! As we make
lemonade out of lemons, this gives us the unique
opportunity to do Family Ministry in a way we have
not been able to in the past with Kids’ Connection

FOR YOU

traditionally happening on a different floor of the
Church building. The whole family can be a part of
our Kids' Connection time and will hopefully spur
more family conversation regarding the lesson after
church is over!
For families wishing to worship in-person with us
during weekend services, we are excited to offer a
‘Cry Room’ open to families with children ages three
and under. Unfortunately the staffed Nursery will
continue to be closed, but we are confident that we
can provide a space for nursing moms and young
families that can be a blessing to them while on
campus. We are working to modify Room 143-The
Meeting Lounge, a spacious room on the first floor
near the elevator, into a comfortable space that will
be cleaned and sanitized after each use for nursing
moms and parents with young children to utilize. This
space will have a limited capacity of four adults and
we are asking for only one adult from each family to
accompany children. Audio and visual of the
broadcast service will be available in that room so
parents can stay engaged in worship while providing
a quiet space for your children.
We are excited for the future of our Children’s Ministry
as we move forward together! As we hopefully press
forward towards the post-pandemic phase, I will also
be seeking to expand our Children’s Ministry
volunteer team as our programing shifts. Over the last
few months, things have looked so differently for us
all, but especially for our children. As consistency in
our programming grows, I hope to find a few more
positive and friendly faces from Trinity to help
encourage and engage with our Kids’ Connection in
person. As we all know, it literally takes a village! We
pray, with these modifications, we can continually
come together beneath the cross to worship our
faithful God and continue to be a part of your
family! ■

Family Life Live: Marriage Night! Friday, October 2nd at 7:00-8:00 PM
Drive Thru Trunk or Treat: Friday, October 30 from 6:30-8:30 PM

Pastor Justin, Pastor Lew, Pastor Chris, and Pastor
Chad are all here for you and your family –
especially during these uncertain times! Here are
just a few of the ways they want to support you and
your family:
Hospital Visits: Local hospitals (including all
Beaumont Hospitals, Ascension Providence Rochester, and Henry Ford - Macomb) are back to
allowing pastoral visits for patients. Our pastors
would love to visit you or your loved one!
Pre-Surgery Calls: Do you have an upcoming surgery
or outpatient procedure? Let us know! One of our
pastors will give you a call prior to your
appointment to pray with you and offer words of
comfort.
Shut-In Visits & House Calls: Are you homebound or
unable to come to church for an extended period of
time due to illness or other medical concern? Our
pastors and lay ministers make monthly visits to
offer prayer and give communion.
Funerals & Memorials: Our pastors are ready to
support you when a loved one passes away. We are
currently offering on-site and off-site funeral,
memorial, and graveside services.

Grief Support: If you are experiencing grief due to
the loss of a loved one, Trinity is now offering on-site
Grief Share classes. To find out more information
and to register, visit our website.

Pastoral Counseling: Pastor Chad offers support
with Scriptural and evidence-based counseling for
individuals, couples, and families.
Weddings: Our pastors would love to officiate your
wedding! Trinity offers on-site weddings in the
Sanctuary, Good Shepherd Chapel, and even in the
Children’s Garden! The pastors are also available for
off-site weddings and vow renewals.
Financial Hardships: You never know when you may
experience a financial hardship and need a handup. Pastor Lew is here to help! Our food ministry is
thriving and you may qualify for financial
assistance.
For assistance with the items listed above and for
all other Pastoral inquiries, please call the church
office at 586-731-4490, ext. 122. Our Pastors are here
for YOU!

ONE ANOTHER
The theme of this issue of Trinity Matters is designed
to let you, the membership of Trinity, in on our
ministry’s idea of [RE]FOCUSING for our life together
for the rest of this year and beyond. Usually our
Human Care Ministry and Social Outreach Team
would be telling you what WE would be doing or at
least planning to do the coming months.
But my feeling is our Ministry Team really does not
have to [RE]FOCUS our ministry efforts—because I
believe we have been doing exactly what has been
needed for the circumstances we are experiencing
due to this COVID-19 epidemic (feeding people 3 times
a week) and we are doing what is needed now (back
to feeding once a week since restrictions have been
lifted) until it subsides. But, I do feel we have an issue
that certainly needs all of our [RE]FOCUSING
attention.
The issue is the social unrest and growing racial
tensions we are witnessing all over our country. This
IS definitely a Social Ministry Issue—because it is first
and foremost a Spiritual Issue; it is a matter of the
heart and soul and the Church has to take the lead in
addressing it.
There is a lot of talk these days about which lives or
whose lives matter and most of that talk is politically
motivated because it serves a specific political
agenda. Yet, the discussion is so very important at
this time but the discussion also must not be
motivated by political beliefs or the color of our
skin. It must be motivated by Christian spiritual
beliefs and the right condition of the heart.
Specifically, the talk today is focusing on just how
much the lives of our black brothers and sisters
matter to the rest of the country. This is still an issue
today because of what we know about the
discriminatory and brutal history of our country when
it comes to relating to people whose skin is black in
color.
The problem is the country is never going to be able
to rectify the racial tension Issues—past and

present. The country can make or change laws to try
to protect individuals or entire races but it cannot do
anything to change the sinful hearts of men, women,
and children. Only the Holy Spirit can do that and the
Holy Spirit works through the Word as it is taught by
The Holy Christian Church on earth.
This is why I say the Church has to take the lead. The
Church must try to get people to [RE]FOCUS on this
issue in order to be able to see it clearly from the
point of God’s Holy Word.

For me this is a Trinity Matter. As The Church, Trinity
needs to be speaking out and Trinity needs to be the
catalyst to foster the Love Jesus commanded us to
have when He said: “love one another as I have loved
you” (John 13:34). This kind of love will right the
wrongs of the past.
Further, as Paul put it to the Philippians: “Do nothing
out of vain conceit, but in humility consider others
BETTER THAN YOURSELVES. Each of you should not
only look after your own interests, but also the
interests of others” (Phil. 2:3-4). When the day comes
by the working of the Holy Spirit we can look at others
who do not look like us and treat them BETTER than
we treat ourselves then we will know what really
matters.
Now since I believe the Church must lead in this
matter, Trinity is attempting do something about it—
to make it Matter. Our Human Care and Outreach
Ministry has sponsored a forum to discuss Racial
Tensions in our community. We have three white
pastors and three black pastors meeting together to
ask questions so we can listen, learn, and understand
the issues from both points of view. The sessions have
been recorded and will be available online for your
viewing.
The intended result is for us as pastors to be able to
explain and teach our congregations, it is good for
the Church to address the issues and it is good for
society to [RE]FOCUS on God’s Word in order to
promote repentance, reconciliation, and healing. ■

James and Christel to
come to teach at the
facility. They were well received and given
permission by the administration to begin a
ministry there. A core member of a government
agency reported people coming to their offices
requesting Bibles. Surrounding communities also
asked for Bibles. At a Sunday service a lady walked
off the street and said she had a feeling she was to
be there. She came again the next Sunday and
committed to come for confirmation class.
GOOD NEWS!
The LCMS allocated funds to
purchase property for a permanent church
complex in December 2019. A beautiful site in the
center of the city with a building suitable for a
worship center and another building to house a
fellowship-mercy meeting place surrounded by a
spacious parking area was purchased. But early in
January the earth shook from a quake and cracks
wide enough to allow light to show through from
top to bottom damaged the worship building. So
instead of engaging a renovation team a
demolition crew was called to dismantle the
crumbling structure.
Church members and
neighbors also had property damage. Continuing
tremors gave way to fear and uncertainty. Yet the
Neuendorfs could see how God used the disaster to
pave the way for Gospel outreach. They report,
"Our tiny church with less than 20 people played a
central role in the first spiritual response for the
entire city.
We provided pastoral care and
counseling for our leaders from the mayor to the
justice department, and Pastor James became the
chaplain of the Ponce police force. Instead of
preaching in one location we are now sharing
Christ in five locations. More than 1,000 people

have heard the Gospel. Some have inquired about
confirmation; others about baptism. Let us be
grateful for a Kingdom 'that cannot be shaken.' "
Barely had they recovered from the shock of the
earthquake when the Covid-19 hit. "Needless to
say," the Neuendorfs report, "the quarantine has
been discouraging. We can't make visits. We can't
be out in the streets. Our fragile congregation is
scattered, most don't have access
to the
internet. Increased poverty and depression are
grave concerns."
Yet the Neuendorfs are
continuing their ministry. Relief bags have been
distributed to people in need. 500 new people from
Ponce have been following their Facebook page
receiving devotions. 40 families have requested
Sunday School materials by mail.
Missionaries are not superhuman. The Neuendorfs
admit growing weary - even too tired at night to
end the day with prayer. Fellow workers noting
their exhaustion insisted they take a weekend off
and go to the other side of the island for rest,
renewal, and restoration. (Even Jesus while on
earth felt the need to be alone and rest. But when
the crowds followed him he had compassion on
them and taught them and fed them with 5 loaves
and 2 small fish).
Pastor James and Christel, after being renewed,
were eager to return to the mission field with
freshness and zeal. For the Easter story of VICTORY
is still relevant and the Pentecost story of the
Spirit's POWER to convert sinners to faith in Christ
gives them Hope and Joyful Expectation. ■

Provide for their needs.
Protect them from all danger.
Give them support and encouragement.
Guide them and strengthen them for each task before them.
Whether they are called to "sow, nourish, or reap," let them
always remember that You give the harvest.
We pray that your Spirit might lead many to believe and be
saved.
In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen!

NEUENDORFS
Trinity LWML (Lutheran Women's Missionary League)
met Christel Neuendorf at the MI LWML convention in
June 2018 and invited her to speak to their LWML
members the following November. At the meeting she
related that James, her husband, had graduated from
the seminary at Ft. Wayne and they had been called
by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) as
missionary and deaconess to plant a church in
Ponce, Puerto Rico.

to receive the "water of life" from their pulpit that
week. How appropriate was the invitation as they
named their small congregation the "Fountain of Life."

As
a
church
planter,
James
believes
that
strengthening the Biblical core of the congregation is
crucial. "The weekly Bible study is the 'kindling' of our
church plant," he states. As core members come to
know the
depth of the Scriptures the whole
congregation is 'ignited.' "Every page points to Christ,"
Arriving early in 2019 they began to make plans to one member beautifully expressed as he faithfully
interest
people
in
coming
to
a
worship studied God's Word.
service. The Ponce Carnival (similar to the Mardi
Gras) featured a parade that passed by their rented The appetite for THE WORD spread like wildfire. A
worship facility. They came up with the idea of visitor showed up at the weekly Bible class. He was a
handing out bottled water and inviting the recipients resident of a home for the elderly. He invited Pastor

Due to the pandemic, we were not able to receive our new members in April when we had first planned.
Thankfully, we had the very special privilege of welcoming our newest family members to Trinity at a special
worship service on Saturday, June 27 in the sanctuary. Pastor Chris led the service and we were very grateful
for the ones who were able to attend.
Our newest members are as follows:
Adult Confirmation – Ashley Ackerman, Theresa Foss, Tiffany Niedzwiecki, Matthew Goldsworthy, and Jennifer
Parison
Reaffirmation – Marilyn Boyd, Phillip Foss, Jacques Gagnon, Daniel Posner, Darline White
Transfer Members – Marilyn Holladay; Jeremy and Catherine Kleino and family; Robert and Harriett Lindsay,
and Robert, II; Matthew Munyan; James and Karen Peckham; Carol Phillips; Karl and Dana Resch and family;
Carol Reschke and family; Keith Swistock; Larry and Laura Wille; Pastor Chad and Shanna Wright.
Please extend a warm and heartfelt welcome to our newest members! ■

STRETCHING
Do you remember the classic toy Stretch
Armstrong? Although I never had one, there were
always a few kids who would bring their toy to
school. The full elasticity of ‘ol Stretch Armstrong
would be put to the ultimate test at recess. The
demeanor
on
Stretch’s
face
was
that
of
determination
and
confidence,
but
not
happiness. This was whether he was simply minding
his own business or if his limbs were being stressed
beyond the laws of physics.
As preparations are being made for the 137th
academic year at Trinity Lutheran School we felt a
little like Stretch Armstrong. God is stretching us in
ways that were not anticipated. It is important for us
to remain flexible in the fluid COVID situation. We
have to wrap our minds around different ways to
insure that an education based on the Gospel of Jesus
begins yet another year.
Our teachers hit it out of the ballpark in the spring
when responding in just days to a school closure that
ended up lasting the rest of the school year. The
building was closed, but school remained open. The
next task before us was making plans for an
uncertain fall. The picture was not completely in
focus as we moved into August. The summer had
been filled with review, study, receiving input and
drafting plans for the fall – sometimes with changes
as we went. As we are stretched, our talented staff
has been blessed with resources from others
including the Michigan Association of Non-public
Schools, our own Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
District office as well as collaborating with our fellow
Lutheran schools in our area. We have surveyed our
school families on several occasions to receive their
feedback. A dedicated “Reopen Task Force” has
invested many hours into creating a plan for our
school this fall. The Basic Return to Learning Plan
was
posted
on
Trinity’s
website
under
“School.”
Updates of the plan with more
comprehensive details and an FAQ sheet were also
posted there. The Task Force gathered questions
from our stakeholders. We looked for feedback and

CARE

great ideas from the parents who partner with us to
make a Christian education possible for our students.
Trinity is planning to offer two options for learning for
our families. A good number of parents preferred to
have their children in the building for in-person
education five days a week. We looked forward to
welcoming the students back to campus. Learning
will look different as mitigation measures will be in
place to keep our students and faculty safe and
healthy. Some of our students rejoined us in our
Virtual Learning environment. We have a method so
that students can be in their classroom via video
conferencing. All core classes and our “specials” will
be
available
to
our
in-person
and
virtual
students. We are blessed that we are able to meet
the needs of our families. Our plans are not ideal –
ideal would be no concerns with the pandemic. We
continue to pray for wisdom and knowledge.
I do recall that every once in a while some innocent
kid’s Stretch Armstrong was given a bit too much
pressure at recess and he burst (Stretch Armstrong –
not the kid)! Now, in retrospect, I feel sorry for that
poor teacher who had to work out the ensuing
relational
conflict
caused
by
a
classmate’s
overzealous stretching of a man made toy. Being
stretched can be uncomfortable. However, stretching
can allow great growth. Our stretching is being
overseen by a caring Heavenly Father. As we turn to
Him for guidance and strength we pray that we
become stronger as a Christian school. The faculty
and staff at Trinity have been able to flex new
muscles since the beginning of the COVID
experience.
We have learned techniques and
practiced new methods that can enhance the
learning for our students in the years to come. Please
include our staff, our students and our families as we
are stretched into the new school year. Like Stretch,
we are determined and confident in what God has in
store for us. Like Stretch, I would not say we are
“happy” – however, we are JOYful to be in service as
we [RE]FOCUS on Him! ■

AND

“How are you doing through all of this?” We usually
hear this question when we have been through
something traumatic, had some emergency health
issue, or experienced a sudden loss. I have noticed
people asking this question a lot more in recent
months. The cause is the pandemic and all the
change it has caused in our daily lives.
As we start this Fall, I have been [RE]FOCUSING on my
call as the pastor of Christian care and counseling. I
have been writing devotions to encourage members
during this difficult time.
These devotions have
looked at the titles we enjoy as believers and the
comfort that brings us. Currently, I am writing two
devotions per week on the names of God which
Scripture uses. These are meant to help you know
God more fully and connect with Him more deeply.
You may receive these devotions via email or text on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you would like to sign up,
you can go to the Pastoral Counseling page of
trinityutica.com and fill out the form on the link listed
there.

Directed by Pastor Justin, I will continue to champion
mental health in our faith community. I will be
focusing on
the Monday blog, sharing timely
resources and writing on ways to improve and
sustain mental health, not only in this time of
pandemic, but in the face of many of the changes
that life thrusts upon us unexpectedly. You can find a
new post every Monday. These blogs offer practical
suggestions for living out the Christian faith even
when times are difficult. You can find it by clicking
on the word "CHURCH” and then “RESOURCES FOR
YOU” to read it.
I welcome any feedback or ideas you have for my role
as the associate pastor of Christian care and
counseling.
You
can
reach
me
at
cwright@trinityutica.com
or
at
586-731-4490,
extension 102. I pray you stay safe and healthy. ■

