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A s we gear up to celebrate our 141st year as a church and 
140th as a school here at Trinity, what a joy that we get 
to keep making disciples who share Christ’s story with 
love! God is so good and gracious in the ways He keeps 

blessing our congregation to be a blessing to those around us! 
 
One of the ways we get to keep making disciples who share 
Christ’s story with love is through the hospitality we show to 
those around us. Back in the summer, I wrote on different 
rhythms we rehearse in worship that inform and set us up for 
success when it comes to what is being reflected and modeled in 
our daily lives. Hospitality is a big theme we see all throughout 
Scripture as it is something near and dear to God’s heart which is 
why He proved it by sending Jesus so that the world would know 
everyone is welcome into God’s family. This is what Jesus 
accomplished through His life, death, and resurrection so that we 
would be adopted as His sons and daughters and have a place in 
his family.  
 
This message of inclusivity and our Father’s welcoming heart is so 
important and needed now more than ever in this day and age 
and especially within the culture in which we live that is so quick 
to exclude, alienate, and push people away. Hospitality is what we 
do at Trinity, it is who we are! We want to make sure there aren’t 
any worldly or social barriers when we come together in Jesus at 
Trinity. These barriers don’t exist in Christ! This is why it is a joy 
and blessing that we get to treat each other as precious and love 
our neighbors as ourselves at Trinity. 
 
So that is exactly what we are going to be focusing on and doing 

for the months to come, practicing, showing, and extending 
hospitality through worship. We want to improve in any and 
every area we can and so all of the serving areas that relate to 
worship at Trinity are now going to fall under the umbrella of 
hospitality teams. Whether it is a serving team such as an usher, 
greeter, member of the altar guild, someone who helps with 
communion, tech, musicians, etc., we are all extending and 
showing hospitality in these areas through using the gifts and 
skills and abilities God has generously poured out on us.  
 
One of the exciting ways we are seeking to better engage all ages 
and every demographic is by intentionally creating serving 
opportunities for you as families to serve together on any of these 
teams at Trinity. Our lives are busy enough and pull us in 
different and sometimes opposing directions creating and placing 
strain on our family life. So why not have the opportunity to be 
together, serve and share the gifts God has blessed you with while 
you bless someone else in the process? 
 
If you have never considered serving before or have been on the 
fence about it, that’s ok. Now is a great time to listen to and 
respond to the way the Holy Spirit has been nudging you by 
taking the first step to reach out to either myself or anyone else 
here on staff at Trinity. We would love to be able to talk to you 
and answer any questions you may have.  
 
Hospitality is one of the many ways we make the life of the church 
manifest to an unbelieving world. We invite you to join us as we 
continue to seek and grow in being hospitable  disciples who 
make more disciples who share Christ’s story with love!  ■ 

O ur lives matter. We matter. This is what we know to be 
true.  If this is true, how do we get the most out of 
life?  When I was in college my dad shared with me a 
concept that has stuck with me ever since about how to 

get the most out of life.  It was something that many refer to as 
“big rocks and little rocks.”  It goes like this.  If you have a 5 
gallon bucket and 3 ten pound rocks along with a 20 lb bag of 
little rocks how do you put the rocks in the bucket to fit them all 
in?  If you try to pack the hundreds of little rocks in first and then 
add the 3 big ones, the big rocks don’t fit, but if you put the 3 big 
rocks  in first and then pour the hundreds of little rocks in they 
all fit.  This concept has led me to align my life with prioritizing 
the big rocks so that the little rocks fall into place.   
 
For over 140 years now Trinity has embraced this concept as we 
seek to not only be disciples, but to make disciples.  We have 
been aligned by 3 big rocks.  What are they?  They are worship, 
Biblical education, and service.   Disciples are made here at 
Trinity through weekend worship, Biblical education, and 
serving.  Over the past decade we have called this concept 3-2-1.  

I am not sure where you are with all 3 rocks, and certainly there 
is much more to this discussion, but as I live out my life there are 
many times when I feel off.  Then I realize I am only functioning 
with two legs of a  three-legged stool or even  sometimes just 
one.  
 
Trinity is committed to making disciples.  We are committed to 
doing this through worship, Biblical education for all ages, and 
providing kingdom ways to serve.  We believe that if you have 
these three big rocks in your bucket each month you will become 
more like Jesus.  
 
So, you are invited to worship with us in one of our weekly five in
-person worship gatherings or in one of four online options.  You 
are invited to be part of adult Bible studies and if you have 
children to send them to our day school or children’s and youth 
ministries.  You are also invited to either serve in one of areas of 
ministries that already exist or to come up with a new way to 
engage your passion through the ministries of Trinity.  ■ 

 DISCIPLESHIP 

 

EXTENDING 

3-2-1 

SERVE 
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<<< 
W hen I was a middle schooler, I knew that there 

was no way that I’d want to work in a church. 
Faith-related things were interesting to me, and 
I cared a lot about them, but church work? Nah. 

Until I joined youth group. High school youth group changed 
my life in so many ways that it’s hard to even imagine where 
my life would be and what other paths I would have taken if 
not for youth group and all the mentors I had throughout it. 
And not just the youth leader, but all of the mentors, whether 
they knew they were mentoring me or not. Sure, I loved my 
‘main’ youth leader Chris; he definitely was a huge 
encourager and a great friend who really pushed me into 
youth ministry and studying Family Life Ministry at 
Concordia. But before him, when I first got into high school 
was Brett - an un(or barely)paid volunteer who just wanted to 
teach teens about Jesus. He was the first adult in my life who 
had no real obligation to me who really invested in my faith. 
He wasn’t a relative or family friend or anything, he just cared 
about me just because. Then my sophomore year in high 
school, another high schooler named Nathan took over the 
youth group! He was working through the struggles of being a 
teenager right alongside me all while living out his faith and 
building me, and others, up. And throughout all of those high 
school years there was Dan, Mark, Mrs. Fras, Sam’s mom, 
Josh (our very own Director of Worship!), and SO many 

others who came in and discipled, mentored, or even just 
helped guide me for a time. Sometimes in Bible study, of 
course, but often in other ways. Sometimes in working out 
together, by hosting youth stuff at their house, by making 
food for me, by goofing around with me, or generally living 
life with me. I am SO grateful that I had so many, so different 
people in my life who helped point me to Jesus.  
 
The church has never been short of the need for those willing 
to disciple others. Making disciples has always been the 
mission of the church since Jesus commanded it to his own 
disciples before ascending into heaven! I know when I was 
growing up and I read those words   “Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:19-20), I always pictured, like, being a missionary or 
something. I think when I read ‘all nations’ I got so caught up 

in how big the world is and how I need to spread out and go 
to all the far reaches of the earth to share the good news of 
Jesus. And for sure, that’s part of the calling! But really, I’ve 
found that part of this calling means not having to move very 
far at all. When I think back to all of the people I mentioned 
above, they were very much living out this command with me. 
They didn’t have to go far, I was right there! But still, they 
stepped up and met me right there.  
 
I love what I do at Trinity because it means that I get to step 
up and be a part of our teens' lives the way that I had so many 
others do for me. The thing is, I had so many people for me. I 
want the kids of our church to be able to say the same thing. I 
want you to consider stepping up and being a regular part of 
our youth groups to help mentor, disciple, and point our 
teens to Jesus. And if this sounds intimidating, remember, 
Jesus called His disciples to be His witnesses knowing full 
well that they would at times, mess up, be afraid, or really 
have no idea what they were even doing. There is a calling not 
just to look out to the ends of the earth, but to look down and 
see the youth rising up from right where we are!  ■ 

THE CALLING 

Andrew and Josh 

Andrew and Chris 

Brett, Andrew, & Nathan 
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SHARING CHRIST IN 
 

W e have all had bad days. But not all have had “death” 
days. The Apostle Paul experienced his own near-
death experience in Lystra during his first 
missionary journey. Acts 14 records, “But Jews 

came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded 
the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the 
city, supposing that he was dead. But when the disciples 
gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, 
and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to 
Derbe.” (Acts 14:19–20, ESV) 

Can you imagine that? Paul was stoned and left for dead. God 
healed him… and he got up the next day and continued his work. 
The following verses are comforting to me. Look at the strength 
God gave him: “When they had preached the gospel to 
that city and had made many disciples, they returned to 
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening 
the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue 
in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations 
we must enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:21–22, ESV) 

What Paul said to his fellow believers is still true today: 
through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom 
of God.  These are not self-imposed inflictions of fasting, 
flagellating one’s own body, or being aggressive physically with 
other people trying to force conversions on them. No, believers 
will suffer because we live in sin-sick world. We  will face disease, 

pain, loss and grief. The good news is, we do not have to be alone 
or feel alone on this journey. God gave us each other as a 
spiritual family: brothers and sisters through faith in Christ 
Jesus, the Son of God. Paul mentions that is part of God’s plan in 
2 Corinthians: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that 
we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in 
Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share 
abundantly in comfort too.” (2 Corinthians 1:3–5, ESV)  

Has God comforted you through a season of tribulation? Having 
received His comfort, have you considered how to comfort 
others? One opportunity of Christian care that Trinity has is the 
care provided to those who have lost a loved one in GriefShare. 
We have willing saints who volunteer to visit the sick and 
homebound. Congregation members help when there is a 
funeral. But what happens after that? One opportunity to help is 
the GriefShare program. It is a small group format which runs in 
13 week cycles and provides support to those who are grieving. 
See more about it at: https://www.griefshare.org/about. If 
you have received comfort through your loss or grief and feel that 
this would be an area of Trinity’s ministry that you might be able 
and willing to help with, please come talk to me or email me: 
cwright@trinityutica.com.  ■ 

COUNSELING 
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H ow does Trinity matter to you? For men, Trinity 
seeks to equip, lead, motivate men to realize and 
implement the opportunities they are presented 
with. That is, to be dads that lead their families to 

the altar of God, to be dads that lead their families to Christ 
in their homes, to be men that help sharpen the stone of faith 
with friends and colleagues.  

David Murrow in his book, Why Men Hate Going to Church 
wrote: “Christianity isn’t a religion about going to Sunday 
School, pot luck suppers, and being nice, etc. Although these 
are certainly fine things, are these the weapons we will take 
into battle against the evil foe?” He also writes, “Men do not 
realize how needed they are. Without men and their warrior 
spirit in the church, all is lost. Men need to be called into 
battle.” 

We are to love the Lord your God with all our heart and 
mind. Yes, the Holy Spirit is available through men’s Bible 
Studies, retreats, prayer breakfasts and your own personal 
prayer and Bible study time. To make this a reality, consider 
attending our men’s Bible Study “Band of Brothers” where 
men gather together to grow together in His Kingdom.  We 
meet on the second and fourth Saturdays each month at 9 
am. You were made for this. ■  

BAND OF 
 

Photo: Dave Sheldon 

WELCOME 
 

W e welcome Stephanie Davis to Trinity as our new 
Children’s Ministry and Family Life Associate.  
Stephanie grew up in Macomb and attended Immanuel 
Lutheran, Lutheran High North, and Concordia Ann 

Arbor where she earned her Family Life Education degree in 2019.  
Prior to working at Trinity, she worked at a senior living facility 
planning activities, running events, and coordinating Bible studies 
and devotions.  Stephanie is excited to run Trinity Kids, plan family 
life events, and help with the Golden Circle seniors group.  She said, 
“What I am most looking forward to is using creativity to bring new 
and exciting ideas to family ministry.”  Stephanie’s favorite Bible 
verse is Romans 15:2, "Encourage each other and build them up in 
the Lord." She said, “This verse guides me in my ministry because it 
is a reminder that we are called to serve God and others, which is 
what I aim to do everyday.”  We are thankful that the Lord has led 
Stephanie to Trinity and wish her God’s blessings as she begins her 
ministry here! If you would like to get involved in family life ministry 
as a volunteer, please visit trinityutica.com/serve or email 
Stephanie at sdavis@trinityutica.com. ■ 
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T he financial report for the year end summary is shown for your reference. The 2021-2022 budget originally passed by 
the voter’s assembly last June proposed a potential $60k loss. We are happy to announce that general fund giving and 
IRA/Stock giving continued to show a healthy increase as well as enrollment in the 2021 school year.  Even though we 
were still coming out of the pandemic …we finished the year with a surplus of $458,111. The surplus was due to 

receiving state funded grants.  The Early Learning Center received a grant for $138,000 to cover salaries, healthcare insurance, 
and retirement and disability premiums as a result of Covid.  The Trinity Lutheran Day School received a total of apx. $350,000 
in grant funding and reimbursements to support the additional costs of education needed to make up for the loss of education, 
technology improvements and structural changes implemented during Covid. We are thankful to all who have generously gifted 
their “first fruits” and look forward to seeing how God moves and continues to work in this next year. 
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T his spring and summer I have been extremely busy 
working to fill 20 open positions within the church 
and school staff. All of this activity is mainly due to 
retirements, a few resignations but most importantly, 

ministry growth. It amazes me that as we look to celebrate 
140 years of our ministry this year, we are continuing to 
expand and grow all of our ministries. God has certainly 
blessed Trinity Utica. He was very intentional when He 
picked 45160 Van Dyke Ave to plant a little church in 1882 
with only German services at first and a little school one year 
later. He grew it and multiplied it to what it is now and has 
continued blessing His people and ministries over the last 
century and a half. He faithfully continues to show us, in 
many ways, that this is STILL where He wants His people to 
build His Kingdom and fulfill His mission to “Making 
Disciples Who Share Christ’s Story with Love.” 
 
Through the entire lengthy process of recruiting and hiring, I 
work hard to make sure we hire the best qualified staff.  More 
importantly, I and everyone involved in the process, make 
sure we pray and listen to who God wants in each open 
position and who will best fulfill His Will for each and every 
role in ministry at Trinity. I lean into Jesus and trust in Him 
to lead the way through all these important phases of the 
hiring process.  I truly seek to also listen to Him.  At times I 
have grown a little weary when it has been hard to find the 
right qualified candidates or when our offers get declined. 
Then, I stop myself and I pray and reflect on how truly 
amazing it is to watch and witness how God works all things 
out for His good and does provide. He is always faithful, and 
He does make a way for His chosen people.   
 

By the time you read this, school will be back in session and 
we will again be mostly fully staffed. After going through this 
process so many times, I really enjoy being able to reflect on 
how God works to provide the abundant resources, finances 
and opportunities for Trinity to be able to continue to 
minister and grow His kingdom. It is a gift and blessing to be 
a part of helping His hands work. Please make sure to read 
about some of our most recent new hires included within this 
issue of Trinity Matters. I would also encourage you to keep 
them all in your prayers along with all our staff and 
ministries at Trinity.  
 
As we also wrap up and close the 2021-2022 fiscal year and 
focus on an exciting year for celebrating 140 years, may God 
continue to inspire our generosity as His church and to 
continue to give of our time, talents and treasures.  Together 
we will continue to not only keep “making disciples who 
share Christ’s story with love”, but will also fulfill God’s 
directions for us found in Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 
 
Trinity has many ways you can help us continue to fulfill the 
mission by using the following giving methods listed below: 
1. TEXT Text $___ White Envelope to 84321 
2. MAIL to 45160 Van Dyke, Utica, MI 48317 
3. ONLINE at https://www.trinityutica.com 
4. MOBILE APP Download the Church Center app 
5. STOCK/IRA    

MAKING DISCIPLES 
 

We would like to welcome the following individuals joining Trinity Lutheran School’s staff this year: 
 

Jim Snay, P.E. Teacher 
Robin Mueller, Kindergarten Teacher 
Page Baker, ELC Teaching Assistant 

Jolyn Felten, First Grade Teacher 
Christina Gasiewski, First Grade Aide 

Beth Helmer, Paraprofessional 
Martha Reinking, Fifth Grade Teacher 

Breanna Sheridan, Second Grade Teacher 
Zach Schafer, Latchkey 

 
As of this printing, there are still a few more open positions.   

We will update you of any additional hires in the next issue of Trinity Matters coming in November 2022. 
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I f anyone told me that I would need to keep learning 
outside of college when I was 18, I would have laughed 
in their face. I was done with school, and after I got my 
degree, school would be done with me. However, as I 

went through my continued education during college, I 
learned the importance of being a life-long learner, especially 
with my faith. Without reading the Bible, we see a steep 
decrease in connection to our faith - and a decrease in our 
feelings towards the Bible (BARNA, 2021). That’s why it is so 
important to be involved in some sort of learning opportunity 
in your home church! Some of that may seem scary, but our 
Christian Growth team got together to answer some 
frequently asked questions about the importance of learning 
here at Trinity. 

 

 
 
Q: “Why does education outside of worship matter?” 
 
A: Education matters because we grow in our head knowledge 
as well as our heart knowledge about Christ’s story, His love 
for us, and how we can use His example to “go and make 
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:16-20). 
 
Q: “What are different ways adults learn?” 
 
A: Adults can learn through lecture-based auditory classes 
(someone tells you information), transformative learning 
hands-on experiences (you get to the information through a 
prompt), visual aids (such as a class where you write your 
thoughts based on a picture), or even reading and writing 
about a book. All of these learning styles help increase 
learning especially when they’re paired with discussion 
questions and the ability to collaborate responses with the 
people around you! 
 
Q: “What if I don’t have time to attend a study in 
person?” 
 
A: We are launching a brand new platform for our community 
at Trinity to learn outside of physical class! We’ll have 2-3 
new online classes in the fall and 2-3 new classes in the 
Spring that pair with what we’re learning about in-person at 
Trinity. These will also have the brand new ability to have 
fellowship through discussion boards, visible responses, and 
more! Check out the page at www.trinityutica.thinkific.com. 
 
Q: “Is there something for people who don’t feel 
comfortable starting in a deep study?” 
 
A: Yes! We are also launching lighter devotion-based 
fellowship groups called “Connect Groups” in the fall. 
Connect Groups provide a way for people with hobbies and 
interests to meet one another, learn a little about God through 
a very brief devotion, and engage in fellowship that will make 
long-lasting friendships. View our current Connect Groups at 
www.trinityutica.com/connect-groups. 

Q: “Where can I go to learn more about what we have 
to offer at Trinity?”  

A: You can check out the upcoming Bible study dates below or 
go to www.trinityutica.com/adults to find more information! 
The website will also have information on Small Groups, 
viewing our online classes, joining a Connect Group, and 
finding demographic-specific groups such as Men’s, Women’s 
Seniors’, or Young Adult Ministries. 

 

 
 
Step 2 New Member Class 
 
· September 18 - October 30 from 9:30am-10:45am in 

Room 204 
 
“Making Disciples” Bible Studies 
 
· September 18 - October 9  
 
· Sundays 9:30am-10:45am in the Library for families 
 
· Sundays 11:00am-12:15pm in the Library for older adults 
 
· Wednesdays for older adults/seniors during the weeks of 

September 18-October 9 from 6:00pm-7:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall 

 
· Light meal served from 6:00pm-6:30pm 
 
 
Sources: 
 
BARNA (2021), State of the Bible 2021: five key findings, 
Articles in Culture & Mediain Faith & Christianity, May 19, 
2021. https://www.barna.com/research/sotb-2021/ 

LEARNING 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
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MOLLY’S NEW HOME  

I t was the day of our Toy Shop and a Mom stood before 
me, one of many that day, but this one I’ve been waiting 
to talk to all week. “I need to tell you about how God 
works.” The sentence came out of my mouth and I pause 

realizing the Holy Spirit is guiding the conversation. If I were 
to tell ten random strangers the events that led up to this 
sentence, many of them would call it a coincidence. But I 
don’t believe in coincidences. I believe in Jesus. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit. And I believe the best part of getting to work 
in Social Ministry here at Trinity is seeing God work before 
my very eyes. 
 
In Social Ministry we have the privilege of helping people in 
need get shelter or housing. We get to help make Christmas 
special for families by providing food. And we get to help 
parents celebrate the birth of Jesus by provide gifts within 
their means. We share hope, joy, peace and love. We offer 
fellowship, grace and compassion.  And when I say “we,” I 
mean Trinity. Pastor Lew, our Social Ministry Team, our 
volunteers and those who provide donations or prayers. 
 
Our Christmas Toy Shop takes place two weekends prior to 
Christmas each year.  By design, our registration is open later 
than other organizations in the area - which close as early as 
October! This allows us to fill needs and bless our neighbors 
who have missed the opportunity to receive gifts through 
other ministries or organizations. Molly and Alexis’s story is 
just ONE of the MANY instances that WE, together, get to 
share Christ Story with love through this program. 
 
Their story begins during an Advent Luncheon after our 
services; if you haven’t had the pleasure of attending, please 
join us - our Ladies Aid do a fantastic job! A member of our 
congregation came to me and asked if we had any Toy Shop 
registrants asking for an American Girl Doll. I was stunned – 
American Girl Dolls are the ULTIMATE gift for young girls. 
High in quality, demand, and price they are not an item we 
would normally have available in our Toy Shop. 
 
The member explained that this American Girl Doll, Molly, 
was deeply cared for and partook in many tea parties with her 
granddaughters. Now that her granddaughters are older, she 
is hoping Molly might find a new home with a little girl who 
will be able to enjoy her and play with her again. I replied that 
I hadn’t seen any requests yet but we were getting new 
registrations every day, and I would look to see if any might 
be interested in providing Molly with a loving new home. 
 
Later that week, I re-checked the wish-list and found a new 
registration for a girl named Alexis, age 9, asking for, you 
guessed it, an American Girl Doll! I marked her registration 
so I could be sure to talk to her Mom when she came into the 
Toy Shop. Molly wasn’t a new toy, but I had the feeling she 
had the potential to make Christmas very special for Alexis.  

The day of the Toy Shop, when Alexis’s Mom arrived, I 
mentioned the American Girl Doll on Alexis’s wish list. Mom 
immediately began apologizing, she had looked them up after 
registering and didn’t realize the cost, and she understood 
that those types of dolls wouldn’t be available at the Toy 
Shop… At this point the sentence flew out of my mouth, “I 
need to tell you about how God works.” 
 
As I told her about Molly needing a new home with a little girl 
who would love and care for her, Mom’s eyes started welling 
up. You see, Alexis’s registration came in right around the 
same time Molly was offered to us as a gift. I explained that 
Molly wasn’t brand new, but has many outfits and items that 
would come with her, and if she was open to it, we would love 
to bless Alexis with a new friend this Christmas. All Mom 
could do was nod and say thank you, that she never expected 
that but was so thankful for everything Trinity has done for 
her family. 
 
When Molly went to her new home, she had a moving box 
AND a suitcase full of her belongings. Molly even had her very 
own ice skates and Christmas stocking. A copy of Molly’s 
Book, “Molly Saves the Day” and a letter was written from her 
previous owner went with her telling Alexis all about things 
she likes to do and reminding her to always remember that 
Jesus loves her! 
 
To some people, Molly is just a doll. But to Alexis, it is a doll 
that many of her classmates have that she did not. Name 
brands set the haves apart from the have-nots and this 
Christmas blessing and connection put in place through Jesus 
allows Alexis and her family to feel the love of Christ this 
Christmas! This is a Christmas gift that Alexis will always 
remember, one brought about through our Church, our 
Ministry and our God.   

If you’d like to help bless others this Christmas, contact 
jjaroneski@trinityutica.com to get involved!  ■ 
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Y ou probably are familiar with this old saying:  “You 
are never too old to learn.”  Well, I was just on the 
“receiving end” of the saying (in other words I did 
not get to say it to someone…but I heard it in my 

mind) the week after we completed our annual MCREST 
hosting in July.   
 
It had been a tough week because of the changes they made to 
their program since MCREST now operates their own shelter 
for women and children.  The churches hosting MCREST only 
have the men on campus for the week. We have to do what we 
always have done for them (showers, laundry, breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner) but we also have to prepare and deliver 
lunches and dinner for the women and children to the shelter 
in Mt. Clemens every day before 4:00 pm. 
 
Well, we have never done it that way before (oops, another old 
saying…one we try never to say) so let’s just say it caused a lot 
of discussion because it was different from what we are used 
to.  It is part of our human nature to try to understand 
another agency’s system and when we can’t we think we have 
a better idea and therefore we need to fix their system.  And if 
we do then it will be easier for us. 
 
It turns out I had the chance to deliver the meals one day to 
the shelter and on the visit our all knowing God showed up 
and orchestrated a meeting for me and the “Food 
Coordinator” that day.  I asked a few questions and she 
explained to me the trouble they were having and the system 
they use works best for them.  I walked away with a better 
understanding and a quite different attitude. 
 
Why? “Because I will never be too old to learn” that is 
why.  What I learned was this is not about me.  It is not about 
making it easy for me.  It is not my job to “fix them.”  God 
called me to serve MCREST, and I happily answered the 
call.  To serve means to do whatever is best for the one you 
serve.  I needed to spend my time doing what they asked for 
instead of trying to find a better way to make me happy.  I 
learned when THEY are happy then I am happy!  That is what 
really matters. ■ 

THE  CALL 

OUTREACH 

 

Dawn first learned about Trinity’s food ministry program 
about five years ago when she came to volunteer. She said, “I 
was very humbled and thankful to be asked to take on a 
position to help lead the program. My hope is to see it grow as 
well as the other food ministries and continue to help those in 
need in our community as well as neighboring communities.” 

Dawn has been married to her husband Matt for 24 years, and 
they have two sons, Brandon and Joey. She has an Associate of 
Arts from Macomb Community College and a Bachelors of 
Fine and Performing Arts from Wayne State. In fact, Dawn has 
performed in many plays at MCC and Bonstelle Theater and 
worked with All The World’s A Stage Theater Company for 
many years teaching, directing, and doing makeup for the 
shows. In her prior church, Dawn volunteered as the 
Children's Ministry Director, Youth co-leader, and special 
event coordinator. In her spare time, she enjoys reading, 
swimming, snorkeling, biking, and traveling. Her favorite book 
of the Bible is James, especially the chapter on Faith &  Deeds. 

John became a member at Trinity in 1998 after moving from 
Madison Heights along with his wife of 23 years Millissa and 
daughters Amber and Mandy. Prior to Trinity, John was a 
long-time member of St. John Fraser. In his free time, John 
enjoys spending time with his family, bowling, bicycle riding 
and hiking in various parks across Michigan. John also enjoys 
competing at Trivia Nights on his team “Maize & Blue” – Go 
Wolverines! 

John graduated from Walsh College with a Bachelor of 
Accountancy degree and after working as an accountant for 
over 40 years, John retired in June of 2022. Being idle was 
never in his plans and he thought becoming involved in 
volunteer work would be a good way to spend his time. He 
was excited to see the social ministry driving position 
available and believes it is a good fit for his family and will be 
a positive, rewarding experience. His favorite Bible verse 
would be his Confirmation verse, Revelations 2:10. “Do not 
fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and 
for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, 
and I will give you the crown of life.” 


