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I  always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in my 
prayers. I continually remember before our God and 
Father your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope 

in our Lord Jesus Christ. - 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 
 
This truth is a truth that I find myself echoing in my own 
prayer life when it comes to you, Trinity.  Specifically your 
endurance inspired by your hope in Jesus.  For over 140 years 
this has been true of Trinity, and I have witnessed this 
firsthand now for over 16 years.  The person and promises of 
Jesus continue to be our sources of hope which are enabling us 
to persevere.  Jesus’ promise that gates of hell will not prevail 
against His church is as true now as it was when He made His 
promise.   
 
As the temptation of hopelessness knocks at our doors daily, I 
hope and I pray that we continue to open the door not to 
hopelessness, but to Jesus, the true source of Hope.  He is 
always working for the good of His children.  He has worked it 
out for His children, is, and will always be.  Not only do we walk 
by faith in Him and love toward our neighbor, we also walk 
with hope.   
 
What is hope?  It is the confident expectation that something 
good is coming based on the promise of Jesus.  Do you have 
hope?   
 
As I write this article I am filled with hope with what God is up 
to through our ministries at Trinity.  Over the past five years, 
and more recently over this past year, God has expanded His 
kingdom through us as we continue to reach more and more of 
His children with His story of love.  Five years ago we were 
connecting with around 6,000 people every year through our 
ministries.  This past year we connected with over 13,000 
individuals with our in-person ministries.  In fact this past year 
we connected the Gospel of Jesus with over 100,000 
individuals through social media.   This past year we had over 
400 volunteers make, distribute, and serve over 130,000 meals 
to those who are hungry.  God's kingdom is not just moving 
forward, but it is expanding through us.   
 
Each meal received, each social media post listened to or read, 
and each person who has interacted with us on our campus has 
a story.   I am thankful that Jesus is part of it.  May Jesus 
continue to be the one we have faith in, the source of our hope, 
and our model of love.   
 
We are as committed as we have ever been to making disciples 
who walk by faith, hope, and love.  I pray you are, too.  You 
matter not just to Jesus, but to us as well.   
 
As we move forward together I pray you experience hope as you 
see what Jesus is up to through Trinity. ■ 

HOPE 
 

ADVENT I 
Wednesday, November 30—11 am n & 7 pm 

 
“JOY TO YOU” CONCERT 

Sunday, December 4—3 pm 
 

SCHOOL INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT 
Tuesday, December 6—7 pm n  

 
ADVENT II 

Wednesday, December 7—11 am n & 7 pm 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Sunday, December 11—3 pm 

 
ADVENT III 

Wednesday, December 14—11 am n & 7 pm 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Saturday, December 24 

Contemporary (Gym) - 1 pm + n  
Contemporary (Gym) - 3 pm + 

 Blended 4 pm n  
 Traditional 6 pm + n  
 Traditional 11 pm + 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

 Sunday, December 25—10 am + n  
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Saturday, December 31—5:30 pm + 

 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Sunday, January 1—10 am + n  
 

+ Service will have Communion 
n Service will be live streamed 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH  

P astor David Rutter has joined our staff as Assistant Pastor 
of Worship and Music. He plays the organ for and creates 
the traditional and blended worship services. Pastor Rutter 
also oversees all of the day school and adult choirs. We 

welcome Pastor Rutter to Trinity, and here is your chance to get to 
know him better! 
 
What’s your background? Born and grew up in St. Clair 
Shores and moved to Warren in the 70’s.  I am have been married 
to Susan for 27 years and have three great, caring, kind and 
wonderful children Aaron (24), Sarah (22), Eliana (19). Aaron 
graduates from college in December and moves out to Plymouth 
for work. There has been lots of transition for our family lately! 
 
What’s your role at Trinity?  My role is the Assistant Pastor of 
Worship and Music where I serve as the main organist, adult 
choir director, day school choir director, and I write the blended 
and traditional worship services. I also love to teach piano on the 
side. 
 
What stands out about this community? I have noticed how 
kind everyone is, and I am discerning the generosity of the people 
the more I get to see this church in action. It is also exciting to see 
the willingness and giving spirits that people have when it comes 
to serving and investing in the ministries here at Trinity, 
especially the day school and the commitment to Christian 
education. It is edifying to work in an environment where 
excellence and faithfulness is the goal.   
 
What excites you about the upcoming season? I look 
forward to the opportunity to work with Trinity members and 
friends in the community to be edified by the resources here 
through the choir members and instrumentalists to make great 
God-glorifying music as we move into the Christmas season. I also 
enjoy all the holiday festivities around Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with the holiday parties, family time, worship services, 
and time to gather with friends.  

COUNSELING 

LIGHTNING ROUND 
 
Pets? Both our dog, Bailey our 12 year old (Yorkshire/
Shihtzu), and Oreo, our 10 year old cat, were rescue 
adoptions. 
 
Hobbies? Playing music, exercising in the form of running, 
biking, swimming, golf, and baseball. I enjoy little projects 
and fixing things around the house, doing Sudokus in pen, 
gardening, playing chess, and I also have an interest in the 
Titanic.    
 
TV Show? Three Stooges, The Waltons, Little House on the 
Prairie, Lost in Space, and The Munsters were some of my 
favorite classics while growing up. I don’t have as much time 
to watch television these days. 
 
Favorite Holiday?  Thanksgiving is easy—one day, get to 
eat and enjoy the blessing of family! 
 
Coffee or tea? Coffee 
 
Favorite Book?  Besides the Bible, I spend time reading 
some theology books and practicing organ or piano. 
 
Favorite Bible verse? My confirmation verse, John 10:27-
28 
 
Detroit activity? Going to Comerica Park to watch the 
Tigers play, going to see the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 
visiting the DIA, and the Riverwalk is also a great place to 
bike! 
 
Favorite pastime? I enjoy boating and always appreciate 
the chance to be on the water when possible as well as 
bowling and playing cards with friends and family. 
 
Anything else you want to share? I am fun-loving and 
love laughing with people as I get to know them. ■ 

Photos: Josh Weyhing 
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T hese past few years we have seen so much pain, grief, and 
loss. But in these holiday seasons, we can also see glimmers 
of hope that God has given us through the stories of how He 
has brought new people into our family here at Trinity. With 

permission from the following new members’ testimonies, our New 
Member program hopes that their stories can remind us of how God 
continues to bring us hope. 
 
From New Member Chad Miller: 
 
A life-changing event was the unexpected passing of my oldest child, 
Gavin. When reflecting on my grieving stages, there was a time of 
anger towards Gavin, myself, and God. Questions that regularly arose 
were, “Why us God? Why Gavin?” and “How can we move on as a 
family?” Two years later my faith was challenged again during my 
sister-in-law’s pregnancy. Her due date was on the anniversary of my 
son’s passing and selfishly again, I questioned why. From the 
teachings I have learned that it’s not God challenging us, but the 
devil. This has been giving me a new perspective on how I face 
temptations and challenges in life.  
 
There two are people (Pastor Jamie and Deacon Aleks) that have 
impacted my faith. Jamie helped me understand how faith can have 
such a positive impact on myself and my family’s lives. The time with 
her that positivity impacted me was discussing my son’s funeral 
services. She did an extraordinary job of enlightening me on the 
importance of faith as a foundation and not just in times of need or 
despair. From that day I knew my faith needed to be further 
improved.  
 
I met Deacon Aleks for the first time at the opening of my son’s park. 
He explained how “by faith” he was the first person at the scene of my 
son’s accident.  He described how he held Gavin’s hand and prayed 
for him and us. I didn’t know until months after the accident that 
Deacon Aleks was present. I felt so fortunate that I got to thank him 
in person for what he did and expressed how much it meant to us. 
These two people played a large role in my faith and they both 
reconfirmed that God has a plan, and though we may not understand 
it, we can feel comfort in knowing there is one.   
 
The place my faith was impacted was at the opening of the Big 
Brother Bear Discovery Zone behind the Romeo Library. During the 
grand opening many people from the community were present along 
with Deacon Aleks, who conducted a group prayer and blessing of the 

park. There was an indescribable sense of community, faith, and Holy 
Spirit present during the occasion.         
 
My life has shifted to faith in the past few years not only from the 
events in my life, but also through my girls who attend 
Trinity.  Having and building a faith foundation for myself and family 
is important to me. I feel in the last couple of years my family and I 
are creating our faith legacy that will be passed on for generations. 
Knowing that the faith foundation has been laid we will only continue 
to build upon it.  
 
From New Member Tammy Mizerski: 
 
My name is Tammy Jeanette Mizerski. My road to truly being in 
relationship with God was not an easy road. I knew from a very young 
age I was curious and wanted to learn and be one of God’s people. I 
had very few, (basically none), faith mentors growing up. I only had 
my holy communion because I asked to be included because the other 
kids were doing it. I always felt I was on the outside looking in. I 
bumbled through life never knowing what I truly believed. I have 
always had a giving heart but seem to be always offering to people 
with evil intentions. 
 
Now, what brought me to Trinity was I had seen the sign for 
volunteering at Trinity Utica for years, and I would pass the sign 
stating, “volunteers needed for free community supper.” I would say 
to myself, I really need to volunteer; it felt like a magnet pulling me 
towards it, but I did not act on it, yet I truly believe God’s will for me 
was to make it happen in a way I would not necessarily like. I feel by 
not listening to Him all those years this is how it must happen. This is 
where I believe God was saying to me, “I’m gonna get you where you 
need to be got, but you’re not gonna like how I get you there.” 
 
In 2013, I made a very poor decision which landed me in trouble with 
the law. As a result, I was required to do community service. This is 
how I came to Trinity Lutheran Utica via the Social and Food 
Ministry. I came in angry, confused, with lack of love or care for my 
life and very confused about everything. God put Dan and Margaret 
Karlin in my life at this time. They showed me great kindness. It took 
a couple of years, but through their extreme patience with me I was 
able to reverse my negativity and the Holy Spirit started to open my 
heart to Jesus. 
 
I opened up to them that the only religion I had any exposure to was 
Catholic and not having any mentors or positive influences in my life, 
I never knew God wanted a relationship with me. I was very confused 
about my faith. I always felt, because of what I was told, that I was 
never worth anything good. I sought to learn about God and His plan 
for me. This would take quite a long time but, alas I finally started 
feeling the grace of God! 
 
In 2017, I was hired as kitchen manager for the social and food 
ministry when the Karlins retired.  Needing a full-time job, I took on 
the custodial position to make my position full time at Trinity. 
Through this position I got to know all the wonderful employees at 
Trinity Utica and asked many questions to many people.  The Holy 
Spirit opened my heart up to receiving God even more. God had 
decided it was my time to show my commitment to Him, and I’m 
going to do this through confirmation. 
 
I am so thankful to all those I have developed relationships with here 
at Trinity, and I’m so very thankful for all their open conversations 
with me about God that helped me to be in His grace today and doing 
His will. ■ 

TESTIMONIES OF 
 

Story Cubes by Chad Miller  
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T he word hope is interesting. Hoping is 
something we do when we are unsure of 
the outcome. It is something we cling to 
in times of waiting and uncertainty. It is 

a desire for something specific to take place. We 
can hope in good times, as well as in bad times. 
We might hope it doesn’t rain. We might hope 
to get a promotion. We might have hope for the 
future. We place our hope in a lot of different 
things, but one of the most important things we 
can do is place our hope in Jesus. 
 
These past few months in Trinity Kids, we have 
talked about the words trust and grit. In 
September we focused on trusting God in all 
situations. That we need to trust God when we 
have to wait, trusting no matter what, trusting 
God has a plan, and trusting God even when we 
are worried. When we trust God, we can have 
grit because God is always with us. He helps us 
get through the difficult times because he gave 
us the hope of Jesus. No matter what we face on 
this earth, we can still have hope. The goal in 
Trinity Kids is to not only have the kids learn 
about the Bible, but how to apply what we learn 
in their everyday life. My hope for ministering 

to children is that they leave every week 
knowing three things: God loves them, God is 
with them, and God helps us. Through 
children’s ministry, we aren't shepherding 
them to one day become the church, they are 
already the church. Therefore it is my goal to 
give kids the tools they need to grow their faith 
and be able to be a witness to the world around 
them. 
 
On October 28, Trinity had their annual Trunk 
or Treat. This was a great opportunity to be 
able to reach outside of Trinity and into our 
surrounding community. God blessed us so 
much with this event. He blessed us 
tremendously with volunteers who gave their 
time to help, donate candy, and those that 
participated and donated to our pantry. Trunk 
or Treat is a great example of a church 
community coming together to serve their 
outer community. We served around 500 
people that night and got to be a witness to 
them all. Again, all who came, all the donated, 
and all that donated their time helping, I want 
to thank you. ■ 

TEACHING KIDS TO   
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I t is rewarding to bring joy to several groups of 
people.  Imagine you are a school-aged child. You are 
looking at the school calendar and you notice the words 
“Teacher Conference.” You know exactly what words 

follow that on the calendar.  That’s right, “No School!”  A big 
cheer goes up!  That is exactly what happened during the first 
week of November as the Trinity faculty participated in a two 
day conference sponsored by the Michigan Association of 
Nonpublic Schools (MANS).  Students aren’t the only ones 
happy.  I know that some families were able to plan a fun get- 
away because of the four day weekend.  In some cases, 
grandparents and other family members were pleased because 
they got to give child care to their special little ones.  However, 
there may have been some parents who said, “Wait, what?  No 
school!?  Oh, my!”   
 
I don’t know at what time in our history that teacher 
professional conferences became a thing.  It is probably true 
when our school started 140 years ago that our early teachers 
did not participate in teacher conferences.  Likely, Rev. Adolph 
Claus (Trinity’s first teacher in 1883) did not get to learn from 
other teachers.  I doubt there were professional conferences for 
Rev. Thomas Wilson to attend when he started teaching at 
Trinity in 1895.  Trinity’s first non-pastoral teachers, Fred 
Peipho (1899) and George Golmjewski (1901) may have been 
jealous about modern-day teacher conferences.  Our teachers 
today enjoy and benefit from well-planned conferences that 
allow for professional development.  For the past 50 years, 
MANS has been an advocacy group for faith-based schools 
across our state.  An additional resource they provide is 
professional development.  That is why our faculty gathered 
with over 2,000 other Christian school teachers in Lansing on 
November 3 and 4.  There was much packed into the two days. 
Read on to see some of the highlights shared by our teachers. 
 
Attending a Christian teachers’ conference is especially 
meaningful.  The conference reminds us that we have the 
privilege of teaching the hope that we have through the 
sacrifice of the Cross.  The conference offers learning, methods, 
systems and practices. A Christian teachers conference provides 
worship and praise opportunities.  This reminds us that we are 
Called to equip young people to share Christ’s story with 
love.  Our community and others learn that they have the hope 
of eternal life through the forgiveness and grace found only in 
Jesus.  Sharing an event with several thousand other teachers 
reminds you that there is a whole network of servants to the 
same thing in other Christian schools.  This by itself is 
uplifting.   
 
Daily life in school does not always leave a lot of time for 
conversations. The conference allows for unrushed 
conversations.  These can be on the craft of teaching as well as 
renewing and building relationships.  We are purposeful to plan 
for our own fellowship time for the Trinity faculty during the 
conference.  This includes leaving time for our teachers to 
simply enjoy each other’s company.  We don’t always get to do 
that with different roles within a school building that has three 

floors. Social time for our faculty is very worthwhile. We 
enjoyed a meal together at a restaurant near our hotel. The 
other patrons were probably happy that we had our own private 
room. Your Trinity teachers know how to have fun together. 
Our teachers also enjoyed reconnecting with colleagues and 
friends from other schools and other points in their career.  
 
Listening to a speaker can remind a participant of actions they 
have thought about doing in school.  The Holy Spirit used 
presenters to reencourage teachers to set aside time to pray 
with and for co-workers and students.  A staff member learned 
about ways we can build on this foundation in our school 
through the formation of “school houses” within the 
school.  These can give kids the opportunity to pray, play and 
practice serving together.  Gifted motivational speakers lift 
spirits and allow teachers to focus on the truly important parts 
of their school lives - relationships with others and their 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  In particular, Gerry Brooks, a 
nationally recognized educator and speaker, encouraged 
through the keynote address.  His humorous references to true-
to-life situations faced by those in the education world hit 
home.  Gerry is gifted in sharing stories that bring laughter 
because an audience of teachers has a shared experience.  He 
provided inspiration, encouragement and practical thoughts to 
the assembly.    
 
Our teachers look to take gained knowledge back to their 
Trinity classroom.  This includes learning more about middle 
school level books to incorporate in our library along with book 
clubs and meeting authors.  A teacher received profitable ideas 
that she can add to her financial literacy unit.  A number of 
teachers attended sessions that provided ideas on assisting 
students with different learning, emotional and social 
needs.  They discussed methods to empower struggling 
students and preparing them to achieve the plans God has for 
them.  Technology is an ever present topic at teachers’ 
conferences.  In fact, our very own Mark Fraeyman served as a 
presenter of a sectional.  He shared tried and true ways to build 
a technology plan that he has led here at Trinity.  Perhaps an 
unexpected benefit for teachers is listening to a presenter or 
speaker talk about something already in their own personal 
teacher toolkit.  “Hey!  I do that” is affirming for 
teachers.  Other sectionals attended touched on teacher 
mentoring, building joy, connecting with parents, assisting 
students with anxiety, how teachers can care for themselves, 
reading instruction methods, and many ways to engage 
students in fun and meaningful ways. 
 
Your professional staff is grateful to all of you that Trinity is 
able to send our full faculty to a rewarding conference.  We 
strive to strengthen our school ministry so that we can always 
share the hope that we, and our students, have in Our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  Thank you for prayers and support of our Christ-
based school. ■ 

THE  HOPE  

Photo: Bruce Volkert 
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I  have a confession to make:  I get far too much credit for 
the health of our Social and Human Care Ministry here at 
Trinity.  Most of the ministry would not happen if it were 
not for the many, many volunteers it takes to keep things 

running and moving forward.  So, I have to give the credit to 
the volunteer “disciples” we have cultivated over the seven 
years I have been a pastor of this congregation and serving as 
the Director of Outreach Ministries. 
 
I would like to introduce you to my most valued volunteer 
disciple…and yes, I can say that because she is my wife, Jan.  
Since Jan retired, she has been working every Sunday with me 
in our “Dinner and Shower” program and has been growing as 
a R.E.A.L. Disciple of Jesus just as Pastor Justin taught us 
about becoming R.E.A.L. Disciples.   
 
Jan just wanted to be in the background so she started out 
washing dishes in the kitchen. Since she has grown in her 
discipleship, she has rejected passivity (of just being in the 
background) and has been engaging with all the volunteers.  
She has accepted the responsibility of directing them and 
leading them in their service efforts.   
 
This is the thing that really matters here at Trinity…the 
relationships being built with anyone who walks through our 
doors.  So I asked Jan to tell you her story in her own words. 
This is her story: 
 
How are we practicing discipleship through our Social 
Ministry? The basics of discipleship are that, We Share the 
Word, We show the Word, We teach the Word and We 
Serve the Word. 
 
As most of you know, Trinity has been serving the community 
through our Sunday SSS Meal Ministry program for over 20 
years. We have a complete hot meal, a sack lunch, showers, 
haircuts and Bible Study available to those who are in need.  
Hopefully, we are filling a physical need with these things, but 
also an emotional or spiritual need. 
 
But….there is another group that is being reached. Some of the 
volunteers come because they are mandated by the County to 
do several hours of community service.  When they show up the 
first day, most of them are apprehensive, nervous or even 
angry.  They just want to get their hours completed and “BE 
DONE.”  
 
We have noticed lately that we are seeing a change in some of 
the people that have been serving for several months.  They are 
even talking about it.  Let me introduce you to a few of them. 
(All names are changed to protect their identity) 
 
Joe is a single dad and has a full time job. He works a lot of 
overtime. Most Sundays he is tired when he comes because he 
works 14 hour days. After working with us for several months, 
Joe said this, “I  have  really  been  thinking  about  my  life  and  

 THE  CALL 
how I want to live. I want to give back, I want to help out, I 
want to be a more engaged dad. I want to spend more quality 
time with my children.” 
 
Tony is also a single dad. The first day he came for his hours he 
was nervous, quiet and kept to himself.  He worked hard 
though and started to open up to people. We never had to tell 
him what to do; he took the initiative to do whatever needed to 
be done.  On his last day he said, “I like it here, I learned a lot, 
I WILL be back to volunteer,” and we hugged him. 
 
Charlie a single dad.  Charlie was really rough looking when he 
came to us. He would be serving with us for a long time. He 
loves to BBQ, so we put him in charge of that. He also takes 
initiative. He fills in at any job that needs to be done. Most of 
our Trinity team members wear our “HERE TO SERVE” shirts 
on Sunday. One day, Charlie asked how he could get one of 
those shirts. (Charlie usually wears a biker shirt!!!) Well, we 
found him a bright red HERE TO SERVE shirt and his com-
ment was, “Now I feel like I fit in.” 
 
And Carol...a young woman who had broken up with her boy-
friend, had to move back home, was depressed and a single 
mom. After a few months, Carol became a ray of sunshine on 
Sunday mornings. She came back to volunteer after her re-
quired time was over.  She has moved away from the negative 
and is feeling very positive or “stoked” about the direction her 
life is headed.  She shares her story with others, too. 
 
So, you see by Sharing the Word, (through our devotions) 
Showing the Word, (by our loving interaction and ac-
ceptance) Teaching the Word (being a Godly example) and 
Serving the Word, we are touching many lives and hopeful-
ly planting many seeds. 
 
The goal of discipleship is Christlikeness in character and be-
havior. “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” - John 13:35  
 
These volunteers, whether here by choice or command, be-
come a part of our team…our family. Yes, we are sorry to see 
some of them go, but pray that their lives are changed and 
maybe, with God’s help, we played a small part. ■ 

Photo: Jenny Jaroneski 
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 Month Actual YTD Actual 
Income: $ 374,849.17  $ 1,818,845.66  

   

Expenses: $ 516,342.04  $ 1,726,765.59 

Building Fund  

October Income: $ 19,466  

  

Congregation Monthly Financial Report—October 2022 

H ave you been feeling the weight of the high gas 
prices, grocery, retail, restaurant prices, and the 
continuous bad news plaguing our country and 
society? It has felt heavy to me, and I tend to worry 

and even become afraid about financial stability at times.  But 
worrying isn’t good for any of us as God’s people.  It can make 
us sick, angry, or moody. I know this to be true from personal 
experience, but what I also know is that Jesus gives us all 
hope.  Jesus tells us, “Let not your hearts be troubled, neither 
let them be afraid.” (John 14:27) Jesus knew when He spoke 
this that trying times were ahead for His disciples, but He did 
not leave them – or us – without help or HOPE. He gives us 
all hope for tomorrow and hope for eternity with Him along 
with the promise of all the many gifts of heaven for eternity.  
 
As Christians, we don’t have to live like those who wonder if 
times will ever get better or if everything will be okay. We 
shouldn’t worry about tomorrow. We don’t need to worry if 
gas prices will ever get lower, or if that promotion will come, 
or if our retirement fund is large enough.  Yes, we still need to 
make choices as active participants in our lives, but we can 
rest because our choices don’t actually have the final say – 
God has the final say. Remember, all things are through Him 
and for Him (Col. 1:16).  We are a people of hope. We have one 
and only one hope, Jesus. God is in control and will take care 
of it all. And no matter what happens we know our best 
treasure is with Him in heaven and is eternity spent with our 
loving Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Christians, Jesus conquered death and He’s coming back, and 
it is then that we will receive our true inheritance! During this 
holiday season, keep pressing on! Look at the evidence He 
gives us through small blessings all around that show us hope. 
If you are worried and don’t know how to pray, the Lord’s 
Prayer is the most perfect prayer to choose.  When we say, 
“Give us this day our daily bread…” We are saying, “Lord, 
don’t give me too much or too little, just give me my daily 
bread.”  Be faithful with the fruits God has given you and in 
turn please continue to offer them back to Him. Thank you for 
continuing to partner with Trinity so we can keep making His 
disciples and sharing Christ’s story with Love.  
 
Thank You, Lord for Your gift of hope and for promising us 
the ultimate gift of eternity in heaven with You. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen! ■ 
 

Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with 
all the joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with 
the hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
 

HOPE FOR 
 

5 WAYS TO GIVE 
 
1. ONLINE. Visit trinityutica.com and click the “Give Online” button at the top of the page. 
2. MAIL. Simply mail in your contribution to Trinity Utica, 45160 Van Dyke, Utica, MI 48317. 
3. TEXT.  Please text a dollar sign, the amount you want to give, plus the words “White Envelope” to the number 84321.   
Your text might look something like this: “$25 White Envelope.” 
4. MOBILE APP.  Download the Church Center App from the App Store and sign in with your Planning Center login. 
5. STOCK/IRA. If you are 70 ½ or older you can give from your IRAs Tax Free to the charities of your choice. You don’t have 
to wait for the end of the year but this option is available throughout the year. Contact your financial advisor to find out if this 
would be a good option for you. When considering giving from IRAs consider if any of the following apply to you: 
 

¨ You would like to GIVE ALL OR A PORTION OF YOUR REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION (RMD) to a charity 
income tax free 

¨ You are interested in making a charitable IMPACT GIFT using your IRA tax free. 
¨ The withdrawals from your IRAs are forcing you to PAY MORE TAX ON YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY payments 
¨ You ITEMIZE YOUR TAXES and would like to deduct all or a portion of what you withdraw from your IRA 
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A CHRIST-BASED 

A pplications to Trinity Lutheran School are accepted at any time. Any day can be an Open House at Trinity.  Prospective 
families are invited to contact me to schedule a visit.  I would be happy to tour the building with you, introduce you to 
people at Trinity and assist you with any questions. Our upcoming open house dates are: 
 

· Tuesday, January 17  6:00-7:30 pm  Early Childhood/Kindergarten Preview Night 

· Thursday, February 9 5:00-6:30 pm Full School Open House 

· Thursday, March 9 5:00-6:30 pm Full School Open House 

· Tuesday, March 21 5:00-6:30 pm Full Early Childhood Open House and Mini Full School Open House 
 
We accept applications throughout the year unless our classes are full.  Students are placed in a “waiting pool” if a grade reaches 
capacity.  Trinity offers a Christ-based education with small class sizes, dedicated state certified teachers, innovative technology, 
as well as a wonderful fine art and music curriculum.  Our students can participate in a competitive sports program and other 
extracurricular and school sponsored programs.  Trinity was recently honored by being named a School of Distinction by placing 
in the top 5% of Lutheran schools nationwide. 
 
Trinity Lutheran School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and 
activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and load programs, and 
athletic and other school-administered programs. 
 
To learn more, please call me at 586-731-4490, ext. 111 or email rarcari@trinityutica.com to schedule a tour or receive an 
information packet. ■ 

 

TRINITY RECEIVES SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
Trinity received a special tribute from State Representative Diana 
Farrington on Sunday, August 28, 2022 in recognition of our 140th 
Anniversary.  At the Michigan District of the LCMS All Pastors’ 
Conference on October 11, 2022, Trinity received the Gutenberg Award 
for “embracing and integrating modern communication channels to build 
community and spread the saving power of the Gospel.”  Thank you, Lord 
for these special blessings. To God be the Glory! 
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Andrew 

Andrew and Chris 

Brett, Andrew, & Nathan 

A  mite box of sorts was being used by the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod before the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League was started.  In the late 1800’s Baptists and other 
Women’s societies were using various “cent” or “mite” 

boxes as a way of encouraging women to raise mission funds.  In 
1928 the LCMS decided to use this idea and Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary Endeavor Organizational Plan was begun where 
women in Lutheran Church Ladies Aid Societies were given a 
“mite” box.  By 1930 receipts from these boxes from 92 Ladies Aid 
Societies totaled $6,651.31. 
 
Fast forward to 1942 when the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League was formed and became the official women’s organization 
of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  The idea of a mite box 
came with it.  The constitution and bylaws of the LWML state that 
25 percent of all local mite contributions would go to the National 
organization and 75 percent stay at the district level.  This has not 
changed over the 80 years of the group’s existence.   
 
The term “Mite Box” comes from the story of the Widow’s mite in 
Mark 12 where others gave more than she, but the widow gave her 
mite which was all she had.  We think mite equals coins.  In 1942 
coins meant real money, unlike today when people don’t bother to 
reach down and pick up a coin lost by someone else.  Back then the 
average yearly wage was $1,885, $157 a month or $39 a 
week.  Bread cost 9 cents a loaf and a postage stamp cost 3 
cents.  If you left a dime on the ground, that was the cost of a loaf 
of bread! The National Mite Goal for the two-year period of 2021-
2023 is $2,150,000 and the Michigan District Goal for 2022-2024 
is $289,500.  How far we have come since 1942 and 9 cent bread! 
 
Roger and I went on the Urban Ministry Tour hosted by Gifts for 
All God’s Children (Faith, Troy) and Trinity’s Social Ministry 
Team.  We drove around the City of Detroit and into Dearborn 
visiting places where those groups work to make a difference for 
the people involved in the eight ministries we visited.  Each 
ministry was so worthy of any help we can give, there are so many 
needs to be met and people who need to come to know Jesus as 
their Savior!   
 
One that stood out for me was Camp Restore Detroit, housed on 
the site of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church on Chalmers in 
Detroit.  In 2019, the National LWML gave a $100,000 grant to 
them to use restoring homes in the area that have been 
abandoned.  The house pictured in this article is one where the 
money was spent.  It is almost finished and will become one of the 
ministry’s facilities.  I love to see Mite Box Money at Work! 
 
The goal of Camp Restore is to partner with the community to help 
improve the neighborhood.  Groups/campers come and stay at 
their facility for a week or more and go out into the community and 
do things in the area, such as boarding up abandoned houses, 
home restorations for current residents of the area, and 
assembling community garden boxes.  The community members 
are asked to provide materials and help with these projects as 
much as possible.  The people living in the 9th precinct love their 
community and want to make it better, not leave it.  Campers build 
relationships with community members and hear their stories.  A 
quote from Martin Luther was included in our Urban Tour 
Guidebook, “God does not need your good works, but your 
neighbor does.”  I’m sure both the Campers and the Community 
are blessed by the experience of working together to make a better 
place to live. 
 
Camp Restore also works with the children by having Vacation 
Bible School, tutoring programs, and visiting at nursing 
homes.  They also run a soup kitchen and clothing and food 
pantries. 

Other places on the Tour that received Mite Box Grants in the past 
were POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach) 
International, Gifts for all God’s Children and The Luke Clinic, as 
part of Family of God church.  The Luke Clinic has expanded and is 
now also working in Flint with what used to be Franklin Avenue 
Mission, now called the Flint Mission Network.  The Franklin 
Avenue Mission received a $100,000 Mite Box Grant to help build 
their home for women and children.  Here are outstanding 
examples of our Mite Box Money making a difference right in our 
own area.  Praise God! 
 
We also had a representative from LAMP (Lutheran Association of 
Missionary Pilots) speak to us on Reformation Sunday.  When I 
was new to LWML back in the 1970’s, LWML Mite Money bought 
them a plane.  I was so impressed!  What a thrill to see how their 
ministry has grown and how some of our Trinity members are so 
committed to taking Jesus to the children in the upper reaches of 
Canada. 

Stop on your way out of church and pick up a Mite Box located in a 
display to the right of the door in the lobby.  Get excited about 
what God is doing with these funds all over Michigan and the 
world! LWML has funded over $127 Million in Mite Box grants 
around the globe in more than 71 countries on five continents.  You 
can be a missionary and help get the word out about Jesus and 
alleviate human need just by filling a Mite Box.  Return it to the big 
wooden box when full and take another.  Remember Martin 
Luther’s words, “God does not need your good works, but your 
neighbor does.”  ■ 
 
(Sources:  www.lwml.org, www.lwmlmichigan.org, Urban Ministry 
Tour Guidebook) 

HISTORY OF THE LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE MITE BOX 

Photo: Gail Terey 
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PASTORAL STAFF 

  Rev. Justin Krupsky - Senior Pastor 
jkrupsky@trinityutica.com 

  Rev. Lew Stier - Associate Pastor 
lstier@trinityutica.com 

  Rev. Chad Wright - Associate Pastor 
cwright@trinityutica.com 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
(NAMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE ) 

DIRECTORS, MINISTERS, AND MINISTRIES 

CHAIRMAN 
Mark Angott 

 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Dan Kennedy 
 

TREASURER 
Jon Schroeder 

 
SECRETARY 

Donna Lee 
 

CHAIRMAN BOARD OF ELDERS 
Mike McGrady 

 
CHAIRMAN OF  CHURCH PROPERTY 

Bill Wood 
 

CHAIRMAN CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL 
Scott Touchette 

 
CHAIRMAN BOARD OF  PERSONNEL 

Rick Hipple 
Stephanie Caroll 

 
CHAIRMAN CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 

Laura Mulligan 
Cindy Gliesman 

 
CHAIRMAN OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

Sue Sheldon 
 

CHAIRMAN OF FAMILY LIFE 
Phyllis McGrady 

ELDERS 

Zakary Kennedy  
John Schluessler  

Frank Meinert  
Dave Garden  
Dale Techel  
Brian Stump  
Mark Kuppe  

Mike McGrady  
Chuck Beauchamp  

Adam Haffey  
Kurt Muendelein  
Fred Thompson  

Grant Nelson  
Roger Terey  

Mark Hu 

Principal 
Bruce Volkert 

 
Director of Operations  

Jeff Pioch  
 

 Director of 
HR and Finance 
Cyndi Carpenter 

 
Director of  

 Music and Worship 
Josh Britton 

 
Director of Communications 

Michele Grupe 
 

Early Childhood Director 
Sheri Daniell 

 
Admissions Director 

Roxanne Arcari  
 

Mens/Seniors Associate 
David Sheldon 

 
Social Ministries Associate 

Jenny Jaroneski 
 

Christian Growth Associate 
Janis Buelow 

 
Youth Ministry Associate 

Andrew Brazeal 

Children’s Ministry 
Associate 

Stephanie Davis  
 

Pastors’ Assistant 
Karah Gomez 

 
Video Production 
Joshua Weyhing 

 
Worship Technical Arts 

Chris Winter 
 

Worship & Youth Intern 
Jessica Campbell 

CHURCH LOBBY HOURS 
PHONE: 586-731-4490  

 
M, W, TH, F 

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM  
 

TUESDAY 
8:00 AM - 9:00 PM 

 
SATURDAY 

4:30 PM - 7:00 PM  
 

SUNDAY 
7:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 
CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
SATURDAY - 5:30 PM  

SUNDAY - 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 9:45 AM 
(GYM), AND 11:15 AM 

  FRIDAY FLOCK - 11:00 AM  
(normally 1st Friday of the month)  

 

 
 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
7:15 AM - 4:15 PM 

 

(Entrance is located on the east side of building 
along Deshon.  Please look for the red awning.) 

 
 

ONLINE INFORMATION 
WEBSITE:  

HTTPS://WWW.TRINITYUTICA.COM 
 

EMAIL: 
CHURCHOFFICE@TRINITYUTICA.COM 
SCHOOLOFFICE@TRINITYUTICA.COM 

 
LIVESTREAM: 

HTTPS://WWW.TRINITYUTICA.COM/LIVE 
 

WORSHIP INFORMATION: 
HTTPS://WWW.TRINITYUTICA.COM/INFO 

Andrew 

  Vicar Josh Britton 
jbritton@trinityutica.com 

  Rev. David Rutter - Assistant Pastor 
of Worship and Music 
drutter@trinityutica.com 
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For 15 years, the “Joy to You!” Project has been 
collecting, purchasing and donating needed items 
to local shelters. Past recipients of donations: 

Turning Point  
SSS Program - Trinity Lutheran Church 

MCREST 
Abigayle’s Ministries 

Haven 
  
The holiday concert has always featured 
professional musicians, talented youth, and 
dancers. This will be the final of 15 years!  This 
year’s finale concert lineup is fabulous: 
  

Kimberly Kaloyanides Kennedy - Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra Associate Concertmaster 
Hannah Hammel Maser - Detroit Symphony 

Orchestra Principal Flutist 
Todd Moses & The Macombers 

Lydia Cleaver & The Cass Tech Harp & Vocal 
Ensemble 

Mike Zawojsky - Grammy Nominated Accordionist 
Barbara Ogar & The Joy to You Flute Choir 

Detroit School of Bandura 
St Paul’s United Methodist Handbell Choir 

The Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic 
Church Children’s Choir 
Carla Hudgens - Organ 

Amanda Sabelhaus-Piano  
Rochelle Bannon - Hammer Dulcimer  

  
The concert will also have a Bake Sale & Gift 
Bazaar. We will be collecting “essentials” for the 
shelters at the concert.  Drop off and pick up of 
donations available, too! 

If you are interested to donate, please contact 
Barbara Ogar ~ 586.215.5448 
 
GIFT CARDS: 
Meijer, Walmart, Kroger, Lowes, Home Depot, 
Staples, Target and Gas Stations 
  
HOUSEHOLD: 
Paper towel, tissue, toilet paper, dish soap, hand 
soap, laundry soap, dryer sheets, all purpose 
cleaner, batteries, disinfectant wipes, zip lock bags 
(various sizes), garbage bags, buckets, toilet paper, 
storage tubs, and hand sanitizer. 
  
FOOD: 
Individually wrapped snacks and Christmas candy, 
coffee, powdered creamer, condiments, hot and 
cold cereals, canned goods, pancake mix, pancake 
syrup, bottled water, and any non-perishables. 
  
PERSONAL PRODUCTS: 
Makeup/Facial wipes, shampoo/conditioner, 
deodorant, body wash, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
dental floss, mouthwash, feminine hygiene 
products, over-the-counter pain reliever (adult and 
child), cough/throat lozenges, cold and flu 
products, hair brushes, makeup, body lotion, and 
lip balm. 
  
OFFICE & SCHOOL SUPPLIES: 
Pens/Pencils, notebooks, paper (colored or white 
for copier), Sharpies, highlighters, sticky notes, 
rolls of tape, packaging tape, file folders, storage 
tubs, and envelopes. 

“JOY TO YOU” CONCERT 
Sunday, December 4 at 3 pm 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Utica 
$15 Students ~ $20 Adults 


