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F 
aith according to the dictionary is defined as “confidence 
in someone.” For over 140 years Trinity has expressed 
confidence in Jesus.  We expressed our confidence in Him 
by staying focused on His work and His promises. We 

have proclaimed His Gospel and followed His commands because 
we trust in Him. Trinity will continue to walk by faith in Jesus.  We 
will not give into weariness or discouragement, because our faith is 
in Jesus.  Our eyes our fixed on Him, the Author and Perfecter of 
our Faith.   
 
The question I need to ask 
you, the question that Jesus 
asked and is asking is this: 
“Where is your faith?”  Who is 
it that you are listening to 
these days?  Who is it that you 
find yourself trusting? Where 
does your confidence lie?  Do 
you have confidence, and if so 
in what and from what?  I 
believe that if you are reading 
this that you do have faith in 
Jesus.  It might be as little as a 
mustard seed, but remember 
what Jesus said, “The faith of 
a mustard seed can move a 
mountain.”  It might be a faith 
that says, “Jesus, I believe, but 
help me with my 
unbelief.”  Remember, Jesus 
responded to honesty with 
evidence to strengthen faith, 
and this is what He still does 
today.  
 
The beauty of faith in Jesus is that it leads to true hope and true 
love. Hope and love are not just what we desire. These are what He 
desires for us.  
 
So, may we not just continue to have faith in Jesus, but may our 
faith in Him abound more and more.  Faith matters. Trinity 
matters because Trinity is not just a place of faith, but a people of 
faith.  
 
As we move forward together to Easter I want to invite you to 
either continue with us through weekend worship or re-engage 
with us with weekend worship as study the Gospel of John and the 
faith we are called into.  
 
Also, I want to invite you to read these articles in this Trinity 
Matters edition.  In the stories and articles I believe that you will 
be encouraged in your faith. ■ 

>>
THIS IS 

 

Lent & Holy Week 
You’re invited to Lenten Lunches in the 
Fellowship Hall after the 11 am services 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

Wednesday, February 22—11 am + n & 7 pm + 
 

LENT I 
Wednesday, March 1—11 am n & 7 pm 

 
LENT II 

Wednesday, March 8—11 am n & 7 pm 
 

LENT III 
Wednesday, March 15—11 am n & 7 pm 

 
LENT IV 

Wednesday, March 22—11 am n & 7 pm 
 

LENT V 
Wednesday, March 29—11 am n & 7 pm 

 
WEEKEND OF PALM SUNDAY 

Saturday, April 1—5:30 pm 
Sunday, April 2—8:00 + n, 9:30 n, 9:45 + n, 

(gym) & 11:15 + n 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 Thursday, April 6—11 am + n & 7 pm + 

 
GOOD FRIDAY 

Friday, April 7—1:00 pm n & 7 pm n 
& 5:30 pm (gym) + n  

 
EASTER SATURDAY 

Saturday, April 8—5:30 pm + 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Sunday, April 9—7:00 am+ n, 9:00 am+ n,  

9:30 am (gym) + n  & 11:15 am + n  
 

+ Service will have Communion 
n Service will be live streamed 

 
Faith 

The beauty of 
faith in Jesus 
is that it leads 
to true hope 

and true love.  

- Pastor J�stin 
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SATURDAY 

4:30 PM - 7:00 PM  
 

SUNDAY 
7:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 
CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
SATURDAY - 5:30 PM  

SUNDAY - 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 9:45 AM 
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HTTPS://WWW.TRINITYUTICA.COM 
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HTTPS://WWW.TRINITYUTICA.COM/LIVE 
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HTTPS://WWW.TRINITYUTICA.COM/INFO 

Andrew 
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jbritton@trinityutica.com 

  Rev. David Rutter - Assistant Pastor 
of Worship and Music 
drutter@trinityutica.com 
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Andrew 

Andrew and Chris 

Brett, Andrew, & Nathan 

T rinity’s Lutheran Women’s Missionary League will hold its 
spring banquet Monday, May 8, 2023, in the Fellowship Hall 
beginning at 5:30 pm.  The speaker for the event will be Joe 
Boway, founder of the Liberian Children’s Ministry.  What is 

this ministry all about?  Trinity’s LWML has been supporting it for at 
least 15 years.  When we vote on who will receive our remaining funds 
in March every year, this ministry is always chosen as a recipient.  We 
decided to invite Joe to be our banquet speaker and have him give us 
an “in-person” update. 
 
Joe was born in Liberia, West Africa.  In 1990, because of the civil war 
there, he immigrated to the United States.  He attended Taylor 
University in Upland, Indiana, and did his student teaching at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana.  New Life 
Lutheran Church of Fort Wayne commissioned Joe as a missionary in 
2004.  They, along with Bethlehem Lutheran, helped him fundraise 
and Joe’s dream of providing a Christian education for Liberian 
children, who were unable to attend school because of that civil war, 
began to take shape.  Orphan Grain Train also provided a shipping 

container full of items he would need to begin establishing schools as 
well.  At that time, $25 would educate a child for one year. So began 
the journey that has brought him to today where over 5,000 children 
are being educated in 14 schools.  God is at work as Joe reported that 
75 percent of new students are from unchurched backgrounds. He 
said he can still educate one child for one year for $25.  Given 
inflation, that is amazing! 
 
Joe travels to Liberia several times a year to oversee the needs of the 
schools there but his base is New Life Lutheran Church in Fort 
Wayne.  We look forward to hearing how he has been able to build 
this wonderful network of schools and bless so many children with 
not only knowledge but also with the saving Word of God! 
 
We invite everyone to attend our banquet – it’s not just for 
women!  Watch the Trinity E-News and screen announcements for 
cost and sign-up information.  Questions?  Call Gail Terey (586) 946-
4946. ■ 

The Story of Joe Boway and 
the Liberian Children’s Ministry  
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A PLACE OF FAITH: 

I n 2012 we began a campaign at Trinity empowered by the 
Holy Spirit called, “Faith for a Growing Vision.” At that 
time we believed that God wanted us to enhance our 
current building for future ministry.  In 2019 we began to 

focus on our historic and beautiful Sanctuary. 
 
Much time has passed since we initiated the Sanctuary 
Renovation announcement in the fall of 2019. It is no surprise 
the effects of COVID caused many delays. Once COVID 
restrictions began to be lifted, we found ourselves slow to regain 
our momentum. While restarting this project, Trinity’s Board of 
Properties have been monitoring the effects of rapid inflation, 
skilled labor shortages and supply chain problems. There were, 
and still are, many unknowns and concerns about unpredictable 
costs associated with this project. As always, the board is trying 
to carefully review every detail knowing that you have given your 
gifts to preserve and enhance the history and beauty of Our 
Father’s House. In doing so, they have come to realize they are 
unable to accurately estimate the renovation costs without first 
engaging an architect, structural engineer, audio/visual 
engineers, mechanical and electrical engineers. The board has 
since contracted with these professionals in order to better 
determine our renovation costs. Once the costs are better 
understood, the board will bring their findings to the 
congregation for authorization to proceed and they will have a 
better understanding of the timeline for construction. 
 
As we continue to wait for the Sanctuary project to begin, we do 
so by faith. Trusting in Jesus that, not only, will He provide the 
right skilled professionals, but also, that the Sanctuary will 
continue to be a place of faith where the work and words of Jesus 
will continue to be our focus. ■ 

Faith 
 
Sanct�ary Renovation Update 

 
Have our Weekly E-News sent directly to your email. The E-News is a great resource to find out about events 
and news at Trinity.  You can sign up on trinityutica.com/churchpublications.  
 
The E-News makes it easy for you to sign up for events. Within the articles in Trinity’s E-News you can click on 
the link provided to register, volunteer for an event or send an email to the person in charge of the event if you 
have any further questions.  
 
Once you start receiving the E-News, make sure to read it each week so you don't miss out on any 
opportunities, new articles and updates. What should you do if you’ve been receiving the E-News, but suddenly 
you’re not getting it anymore?  The first thing to do is check your spam or junk folder to see if it’s being sent 
there.  The second thing to do is check to make sure you didn’t accidentally unsubscribe. If you’re not sure why 
you stopped receiving it, please call Trinity at 586-731-4490. We can look up your email address in our system 
to see what’s going on and try to help you.   
 
If you ever have any articles for the E-News, please send them to enews@trinityutica.com. The deadline is 
Wednesdays at 9 am. If you miss the deadline, your article might not make it in until the following week. ■ 
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THIS IS   

A t Trinity we are constantly looking for new and creative ways 
to keep making disciples who share Christ’s story with love. 
Oftentimes this means connecting our faith, what is in our 
head and heart, to what is happening with our hands in 

order to put our faith in action. With the busy schedules that exist in 
our hectic and chaotic lives, this can often be challenging, especially if 
you want to spend time together as a family, let alone serve together 
as a family.  
 
Scott Touchette shares what it has been like to put his faith into action 
and how, with the opportunities Trinity provides, he gets to serve 
alongside his children. This is Scott’s story:  
 
“Helping (a.k.a. volunteering) was something that always appealed 
to me, but I get it can be hard to add more things to our schedule. A 
few years ago in church there was mention of needing help running 
the slides. I felt a tug on my heart, and figured since I'm an IT guy 
that would be easy. Well, when I showed up, it was actually for the 
sound board. Have you seen that thing?! It was a bit intimidating at 
first, but there were a couple people that had been doing it for a long 
time. I could tell they were ready to pass on their knowledge because 
God had some other things lined up in their lives where they were 
needed next. That was several years ago, and I still enjoy getting in 
the ‘hot seat’ and trying to help make worship sound the best it can. 
The musicians we have are just amazing, they make it so easy 
because they really are that good. It's an honor to work with them, 
but even more of an honor to just be part of the praise to God with 
them. Even my daughter Chloe has been doing slides at chapel and is 
now starting to help in church. That brings me joy, and I am proud 
that she enjoys helping out and trying something new. 
 
I will say sometimes it's hard to fit it all in, and there are times I may 
not look forward to a volunteer commitment. But I always notice 
once I'm there, there aren't many other places I'd rather be. I think 
about all the blessings I have, and figure it's a way to dedicate extra 
time to God by sharing some of my time and talent with others for 
the benefit of His kingdom. And it's just fun to meet and help people.” 
 
Whether it is serving alongside your friends, kids, spouse, or another 

member of the congregation, through the worship ministry there are 
numerous ways to connect with others and serve together as a family, 
part of the body of Christ here at Trinity. It is our prayer that if you 
have been feeling the Holy Spirit’s tug like Scott felt, you might step 
out in faith and use what God has given you to be a blessing to those 
around you.  
 
If you aren't sure what you would want to do, who to talk to, or where 
to start, check out trinityutica.com/serve. We'd love to meet you 
and help you find something you are passionate about to see your 
faith in Jesus grow as we serve together. ■ 

Faith in Action 

Step out in faith and use what 
God has given you to be a 

blessing to those around you.  

- Josh Brion 
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T herefore encourage one another and build each other 
up, just as in fact you are doing…” - 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 
Every few months, we host our “Step 2 New Member 

Class,” which integrates teaching prospective members about 
Christ’s story with how it involves Trinity’s culture of growing 
community. 
 
In fact, during our winter 2023 class, we connected over twelve 
new members with multiple opportunities to serve both in our 
church community and in our local city community. 
 
Each year, our membership grows in our day school and church 
family through our confirmation program (both youth and 
adults). Our Fall and Winter classes for the 2022-2023 season 
have confirmed more than forty members total. With that comes 
more opportunities for members to get involved in a variety of 
ministry opportunities that fit their needs - and also helps their 
children grow in faith while participating in serving opportunities 
with their parents.  
 
Families getting involved as a group statistically have a higher 
payoff of their children staying strong in their faith (Focus On the 
Family, 2010). The more our families create a stronger 
foundation of faith, the more Biblically literate our next 
generation will be. 
 
A great example of a family at Trinity who used the New Member 
class to build a firm foundation for faith is the Powell family. 
Joining the Trinity family in 2015, Linda, Steve, and their son 
Steven have continued to grow in connection with Trinity. In fact, 
Linda recently joined the church staff as a full time staff member 
in early 2022. And the payoff of Steven’s parents growing 
stronger at Trinity has directly impacted his faith. 
 
Since joining Trinity, Linda and Steve started off helping with our 
Pew Crew - who helps to stock the sanctuary with Bibles for 
adults and children. As they have continued membership at 
Trinity, they saw a need for volunteers and decided that God was 
calling them to participate in more opportunities. Eight years in 
to member, and Linda and Steve have now grown with helping in 
other areas of ministry such as door greeting for the school, the 
Rummage Sale, helping with MCREST, helping our Social 
Ministry with unloading food deliveries, and with other 
miscellaneous tasks needed throughout the year. 
 
Steven, their son, has watched his parents continue to grow 
stronger as disciples, and in turn has made even more of an 
impact through his continued involvement in serving 
opportunities at Trinity. Steven has directly asked for volunteer 
opportunities with and without his parents present with him. For 
instance, Steven has taken over his parents’ need to help with 
Pew Crew by asking some of his friends from the school to help 
stock the Sanctuary for his parents. He has also helped 
transitioning staff when moving by volunteering his time to help 
load and unload boxes. He has also participated in the Rummage 
Sale, cooking, cleaning, and serving food at MCREST, unloading 

for Forgotten Harvest, Christmas Toy Shop, Motown Soup, 
cleaned up candles for worship, and helped in the summer to 
clean up the building with our custodial staff. He has mentioned 
how he “loves seeing how (working as God’s hands and feet) has 
helped the community.” His parents mentioned how it has been 
amazing to watch him work with ministry leaders such as Pastor 
Lew Stier, Jeff Pioch (Director of Operations), and Matt Grattopp 
(Head Custodian) because, “He has continued to grow in his faith 
by watching others grow in their faith, working alongside them.” 
 
Our hope is that this is the reality for multiple families at Trinity 
and that God continues to cultivate spiritual growth in both our 
educational ministries and our social ministries. 
 
Interested in learning more about Bible Studies and Social 
Ministry? Check out our website at trinityutica.com/biblestudies, 
trinityutica.com/outreach (for Local or Global Missions), or 
trintiyutica.com/serve (for in-church opportunities).  ■ 

A STEPPING STONE 
TURNED MILESTONE 
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I t is no secret that Social Ministry has seen our fair share of 
“God sightings” or “God Winks” as some people refer to them. 
Those moments where you see an answered prayer, a problem 
solved, a need fulfilled or just one of those things that we 

know is beyond coincidence. In our ministry, we rely on the 
support of our congregation, community and Christ in the work we 
do each day. We pray. We serve. We plan. We have faith. Faith that 
God has a plan for our ministry, each person that it touches, and 
that He will continue to bless our efforts within our community and 
across the world. 

In food ministry, we often wait until the last minute to purchase 
things. Rest assured, this is a learned habit – not procrastination. 
You see, we often purchase an item, only to receive that same item 
in donation the very next day. Time and time again, our God has 
shined favor upon our ministry, and we have learned to have faith 
in His provision. Some of our favorite blessings have come through 
the following “God Winks.” 

· The SSS Team planned to serve Fettuccini Alfredo as a 
part of our meal on Sunday afternoon. Earlier in the week, a 
restaurant had provided a donation of what we believed was 
Alfredo sauce and another donation had noodles. 
Unfortunately, the sauce was mislabeled and when it thawed, 
it was GRAVY. As the team looked for Plan B, an unexpected 
donation arrived. The donor was quite apologetic. You see, 
they worried that their donation might not be useful, as it was 
only a vat of Alfredo sauce. *WINK* 

 
· As we prepared to host MCREST, necessary items are 
gathered in the week ahead to be able to serve three meals per 
day to each guest in the program. Our staff almost purchased a 
case of bananas, but decided to compare costs and check back 
the next day. Returning to Trinity, waiting on a table in the 
Fellowship Hall sat a donation. A case of bananas. *WINK*  
 
· Our SSS team reviewed food availability and added 
Stuffed Peppers to the menu one late summer weekend. After 
starting preparations on the stuffed part of the meal, it was 
discovered that a purchasing error was made and there were 
no peppers to stuff. Scrambling to find an alternative option, a 
donation arrives fresh from a farmers market, green peppers - 
cases of green peppers. *WINK* 

 
· In preparation for our Christmas Food Baskets, ministry 
leaders were reviewing the sourcing for the hams, agreeing to 
come back in a few days to compare notes. The very next day, 
our Food Rescue Truck (from Forgotten Harvest) delivered 30 
hams dedicated to the first 30 of the 36 baskets. *WINK* 

 
· Our Delivering Disciples and SSS Team decided to create 
a delicious chili. The purchasing list had corn bread mix, the 
next day over 1,000 pieces of corn bread were received via 
Forgotten Harvest’s Rescue Truck. *WINK*  

Martin Luther defines faith as “a living, daring confidence in God’s 
grace.” We have confidence in our ministry plans as we see the 
seeds planted in the heart of our church growing and motivating us 
into action in the name of Christ. Through our works, we do not 
earn salvation, but we show others our conviction in the promises 
God makes to us. We fulfill the commandment to Love Thy 
Neighbor because having faith is just the beginning of the plans he 
has set before us. Faith through service, gives us the immense 
privilege of seeing God’s “Wink” and knowing that He is Lord and 
He makes firm our path. ■ 

GOD WINKS 
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W e are told in Matthew 5:14 that we are a light to the 
world.  Our school ministry has been a light to our 
corner of the world for 140 years.  I was curious what our 
students thought about being enrolled in a light to the 

world. So, I posed this question to several members of the upcoming 
Class of 2023 to get their thoughts:  “How is Trinity Lutheran School 
a light amidst the darkness?”  Not a simple concept to consider as an 
8th grader in study hall near the end of a school day.  I enjoyed the 
conversations that were prompted from the question.  Here are some 
of the enlightening thoughts from some of the enlightened 8th grade 
Trinity students. 
 
Maddie thought for a moment and shared that there is much 
uncertainty in the world.  It is reassuring to know that we are not 
alone.  We learn that we have someone, a Savior, to turn to.  We are 
faced with unanswered questions and mysteries.  However, we have 
peace knowing that we have eternal life through Jesus. Trinity plays a 
role in providing this comfort to Maddie.   
 
Natalie appreciates that she grows by learning daily about her loving 
God.  She is taught how to apply lessons from the Bible to her life. 
 
Several students have been at Trinity since they were just little 
kiddos.  Their time together goes back to 3 year old preschool. Trinity 
has been their school home for 11 years where a foundation for lives 
has been set.  “Everyone in the world is not a Christian”, says Ean.  He 
referenced our mission statement: Creating Disciples that Share 
Christ’s Story With Love.  Living out that mission allows students to 
be a light in a world of darkness according to this 8th grader.  Cole 
believes that it was God’s plan that brought him to be a student at 
Trinity as a preschooler.  Mara has appreciated having fellow 
Christians as friends for so many years.  She said that being at Trinity 
has added to her knowledge that Jesus is real.  Religion class is 
helpful in removing doubts that creep up.  Mara said her learning of 
the Bible has been super interesting.  Being taught and reminded that 
we have forgiveness in Jesus is reassuring.   
 
 

Our school ministers to students and families from all walks of faith 
life.  Like those above, our student body has a good number of kids 
who have been at Trinity for many years - for most of their lives.  In 
addition we are blessed with families who have connected with our 
school for several generations. Students join us at preschool, the 
primary grades, middle grades and even junior high school.  Often 
students come to Trinity already having a relationship with Jesus.  We 
are privileged to partner with our families to walk alongside as 
partners in nurturing the seed of faith that has been planted at a 
young age.  This is a great reason to host a Christian day school. 
 
At times, we have the blessing being the ones who introduce young 
people to Jesus for the first time.  We have the opportunity to tell new 
Christians about Jesus Christ at Trinity where lives are touched for 
eternity. 
 
Jaxson was one of the 8th grade students who I talked to for this 
edition of Trinity Matters.  Jaxson came to our school in 7th grade.  It 
was the first time he was enrolled in a Christian school. It was here 
that he heard the name of Jesus for the very first time.  This 
experience is different from his fellow students who have been taught 
Bible stories and “Jesus songs” since so very early in their 
childhood.  Jaxson has met his Savior within our school walls.  At the 
end of each day at bedtime, he spends time talking to Jesus.  Prayer 
was not part of his life prior to being at Trinity.  I loved hearing that 
he is now knowledgeable about the Bible and that Jesus is his 
Lord.  Jaxson summarized his life changing experience by saying, “I 
was introduced to a whole new world.”  I expressed my deep gratitude 
to Jaxson for sharing his testimony with me.  I cannot think of a 
greater conversation to have with one of our students.  How could I 
not be moved to hear a student tell me that saving faith started at 
Trinity?  A few minutes later I called his mom to tell her of our talk 
and my desire to include his story in this article.  She added even 
more.  Enrolling their children at Trinity has brought their whole 
family into a fuller relationship with God.  The Gospel messages the 
children bring home have provided the motivation to worship as a 
family.  Now, that is a reason to host a Christian school.  Let our light 
shine!  To God be the Glory!  ■ 

NURTURING FAITH 

We have the opportunity to tell new 
Christians about Jesus Christ at Trinity 

where lives are touched for eternity. 

- Br�ce Volkert 
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G riefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk 
alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experiences. You 
don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. Recently I 
spoke with Karen Horn, a new member who came to Trinity looking 
for help with her grief.  

Pastor Chad: If you were to share your personal story with others at Trinity 
who don’t know you, what would you say? 

Karen: My name is Karen Horn. I am a registered nurse and retired. Where I 
am coming from is a newly widowed individual. I have also experienced quite 
a bit of loss. My mom passed away suddenly from a heart attack. My dog died. 
My husband – it was a sudden heart attack. Then my neighbor died. It’s been 
quite a big thing; quite an adjustment. This was all with the pandemic going 
on. So, it was very difficult. A great resource for me was GriefShare. The 
program was well-organized and run. It was full of prayer, love, and support. I 
can’t say enough good things about it. 

PC: How did you find out about GriefShare?  

K: Pastor, I found out simply by my brother-in-law inviting me to church on a 
Saturday night, and I saw it in the bulletin. 

PC: Some people like to read books and other resources to help them with 
grieving, but might be leery about joining a small group for grief. What was 
your experience and how helpful was the in-person grief support provided in 
GriefShare? 

K: GriefShare was a program that I was hesitant to go to because I didn’t know 
anybody. It was comforting to know that you had a choice of sharing or not 
sharing, based upon what your preference was. It was full of prayer. Both men 
and women participated, but it was a small group.  Eventually, I felt a comfort 
zone. There were tears, but there were also laughs. So, it was a safe 
environment. It really did encourage the sharing to get the full benefit of the 
program. It was people who had all kinds of different loss. Everybody was 
mourning something. The emotions: it was nice to know that I was not so 
alone in what I was feeling. Other people had those same type of thoughts and 
emotions, and that grief is a process. And I’m on my way. 

PC: Some people find individual counseling helpful after the loss of a loved 
one. Others prefer a small support group like GriefShare. You have had both 
experiences, right? 

K: I have had both experiences. I saw that dark hole of depression in my mind. 
I reached out to my physician and he arranged both medication and individual 
therapy. It was by Zoom call because of the pandemic. I found it to be less 
than effective. It was pleasant, but it wasn’t effective, because the same 
emotions were re-occurring. So, ultimately, I knew that wasn’t for me. 
GriefShare really worked out for me, to have like-minded people, people going 
through the same experience. To this day, we still meet up with each other. As 
a matter of fact, two weeks ago we met up at Marcus Grille, and of all people 
to run into there was Jill! (Jill Griffin helps lead the evening GriefShare 
support group on Thursdays). God works in mysterious ways! That was great.  

PC: I have heard a lot of stories like that where people will stay in touch with 
other participants they went through the GriefShare program with and build 
some new friendships that way. Obviously, one of the benefits of the 
GriefShare program is the Christian perspective it offers. How would you 
describe your faith journey as you are going through your journey of grieving 
and how has GriefShare impacted it? 

Karen: Pastor, I would always consider myself a Christian, a Lutheran, but I 
drifted away from the church, just because of life. Any excuse is not a good 
excuse, but it was just life. But my faith has always been there. A foundation 
for me. So, when everything else failed, you can always count on your faith. 
So, I knew that was a resource for me. That’s why, when I was invited to come 
to Saturday service, I said “Sure, I’ll come.” And that put me on my path, my 
journey. When I noticed GriefShare in the bulletin, it really inspired me. The 
biggest thing I can say about Trinity – whether it be the service or GriefShare 
– it is a community of hope. I can see outside myself now and say, “You know 
what, this isn’t all there is. There is a whole lot more than just the daily-ins 
and outs and problems and issues. There is a bigger picture to be seen.” I see 
that vision now, where I did not have that clarity before. With the grief, I had 
tunneled in on myself. I was just stuck in the darkness. Nothing was moving. 
Now, I have hope. I can’t say that I am to the “joy” phase yet, but I am on the 
right path. I am okay. ■ 

  
Grief 

· 

· 

· 

· 

· 

 
Share 

We know it h�rts, 
  and we want  
          to help. 
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CHOIR NEWS 

Adult Choir  Come join us on Thursday evenings, 7:00 – 
8:15 pm, through May.  We bless one another with wonderful 
faith-proclaiming and faith-engendering music during the 
rehearsals, and we bless others with the same during the 
Services;  all the while, God’s Name is hallowed and praised.  
 
Don’t want to sing during the Services?  That’s fine, no pressure 
will be applied.  New members, old members, non-members, 
everyone high school aged and beyond -- we have a place for 
you.  We can accommodate sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses - 
of all manner of types  -- lyric, coloratura, dramatic, spinto, etc. 
You’ll even learn how to use your voice.  As of this publication, 
the adult choir is preparing music for the Lenten and Easter 
seasons.  Come and see -- it’s typically easier to sing with others 
than to sing on your own, and frankly a lot more edifying.   
  
Men’s Chorus High school aged and beyond, meets twice 
monthly [usually], on Sunday mornings, 10:45 – 11:45 
am.  The chorus often sings four-part;  voices are needed for all 
four parts -- high tenor, low tenor, high bass, and low bass.  The 
Men’s Chorus has been a blessing to the Trinity congregation 
for over 30 years, often singing four or five Services annually -- 
some years a few more.  Come and see -- it’s a great fellowship 
of like-minded men -- men with a passion for music and for 
serving the Lord and His people.   
  
Instrumentalists     Do you play an instrument and have the 
desire to use your musical gift during the Services of God’s 
House?  Perhaps you’re interested in using your gift in an 
ensemble -- rather than as a soloist.  We’ll practice until you’re 
comfortable, and then you can bless God’s people during one or 
more of the Services.  
  

Opportunities  for several creative adults to assist Pastor Rutter in 
teaching the children of the school -- somewhat indirectly, various songs 
and hymns.  Commitment:  30 minutes or 60 minutes per week, through 
mid-May, and some initial “creative homework.”  Often children who 
cannot easily memorize words need to incorporate physical motion in order 
to assist their brains to learn.  The goal for the volunteer adults -- whether 
parents or grandparents or members-at-large, will be to “create” physical 
motions for the children to use while they sing, at least during the learning 
phase.  You will be blessed as you assist them in learning the timeless truths 
of God’s Word.   
 
This is the Faith – Learning and Proclaiming the Faith Through 
Music Since beginning October 1, 2022, I have received many blessings in 
the realm of music with respect to the school children and 
adults.  Challenges, indeed, but the blessings outweigh -- God is present at 
Trinity;  seeds are being planted.  To use the vernacular, “I get to fill 
minds with rich words” -- with the timeless words of the Scriptures, 
placing such words and their fruit of faith into one’s heart and memory, 
for [especially] those occasions when those words will be needed the most 
-- during days of discouragement and any and all other days of hardships, 
some of which will come to the believer in this world.   
 
Throughout the music program at Trinity, we endeavor to teach words that 
edify the core or spirit of the person, whether young or old.  We do not 
teach throw-away words that so much of our culture offers, but enduring 
words, words published and tested [sometimes] for years and centuries, 
and [sometimes] even for millennia -- words that preserved the faithful 
“then” and words that will preserve the faithful “today” and throughout 
successive generations ---words taught painlessly through the gift of 
music.  Come and see what we’re doing during the choir rehearsals -- 
contact Pastor Rutter to secure your place in the Music Room during one or 
more of the school-children’s rehearsals or the adult rehearsals.  As always, 
please keep the music program in your prayers -- which are invaluable. ■ 
 
 
 

For more information or if you have any 
questions about any of these 
opportunities, please contact Pastor 
Rutter at drutter@trinityutica.com. 
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T 
hank you for walking by faith and continuing to give of 
your first fruits first to God through the ministries at 
Trinity. Through your continuous generosity and 
support we are able to make sure all the ministry work 

carried out at Trinity is meaningful and part of building God’s 
kingdom.  Specifically, your financial support helps us to 
continue educating our students in our Early Learning Center 
and Preschool – 8th grade and financially support our over 100 
staff members, and we are able to continue to have dynamic 
online and live worship services, Bible studies, school chapel, 
SSS, Family Feud, Delivering Disciples, and feed thousands of 
people weekly in the metro area through our Food Ministry. We 
are also able to give out clothing for kids in need through our 
clothing closet, make plans to begin our sanctuary remodeling to 
update and restore Our Father’s House, keep our campus and 
facilities up to date as well as neat and clean, invest in new 
technology and signage on campus so people can find us and 
easily navigate our campus. Recently this past summer, you 
helped us with a much needed renovation of the latch key/Trinity 
Kids room and youth rooms and continue to help us carry out so 
much more to help keep our ministries to remain active and 
thriving.   
 
Giving is an act of faith. It means you’re putting your trust in God 
and having the confidence that He will fulfill His promises and 
carry out His plans for His good. Through all of this, we have 
been able to remain debt free. By continuing to contribute to 
what Trinity is doing in our communities, we are using what God 
has given us to share the good news of Jesus by serving others 
and making disciples who share His love for over 140 years. 
THANK YOU! 
 
Reflecting on 2 Corinthians 9:6-8, it tells us to remember this: 
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should 
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
In other words, we give not because we have to, but because God 
first gave to us, and we do so with a joyful heart and generous 
spirit. ■ 

GIVING BY FAITH 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
January 2023 

Building Fund 
 

Facility Needs & Future Projects 
January Income: $38,660 

 
Thank you for your contributions. Please continue 
to give your first fruits. We pray all our ministries 
will continue to be blessed with your help as we 
work together on building the kingdom of heaven 
and making disciples who share Christ’s story with 
love. 

Church & School Month Actual         YTD Actual 
Income   $582,797.44       $3,253,340.60 
Expenses   $365,381.68       $2,928,902.10 
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FAITH AT HOME 

O 
ne of the goals I have for Trinity Kids is for students to be able to 
continue learning about what they learned on Sunday throughout the 
week. Starting in March, there will be weekly grade specific devotions 
(K-1st, 2nd-3rd, and 4-5th) that will carry on the topic that was talked 

about that Sunday in Trinity Kids. The goal for these devotions is for students to 
be able to continue learning and expand on their knowledge of God's Word. We 
hope that through these devotions, they will ignite a conversation about faith at 
home. These devotions will be set out monthly and can be located at the 
Children’s Activities table across from the sanctuary, or near the Children’s 
Ministry room on Sundays.  
 
Starting in March, Trinity Kids will be launching a newsletter that parents can 
sign up for. The newsletter will contain our monthly Trinity Kids theme, the Bible 
stories we will be learning about, electronic copies of the devotions, and extra 
resources for parents. Sign up for the newsletter can be found on Trinity’s website 
under children and family ministries.   
 
On March 25, there will be Trinity’s annual family Easter event called Spring 
Jubilee! Families will create their own set of resurrection eggs that they can take 
home with them to remember the Easter story. The event will take place from 
11am to 2pm. There will also be a craft and refreshments served. We are also 
looking for volunteers to help at this event. Please register and/or sign up to 
volunteer on trinityutica.com/kids.  
 
We are also seeking plastic Easter egg donations for our Spring Jubilee! We are 
asking for bags of plastic Easter eggs that will be used to make resurrection eggs 
at our Spring Jubilee! Plastic Easter egg donations can be dropped off in the 
Church Lobby. ■ 

FAITH 5 

FAITH 5™ (Faith Acts In The 

Home) is a simple, easy-to-implement 

faith practice, perfect for incorporating into 

your bedtime routine for five to fifteen 

minutes a night. When done over time, the 

FAITH 5™ carries the power to enrich 

communication, deepen understanding, aid 

sleep, and promote mental, physical and 

spiritual health. 

The five steps are: 

· SHARE your highs and lows 

· READ a Bible verse or story 

· TALK about how the Bible reading 

might relate to your highs and lows 

· PRAY for one another’s highs and lows 

· BLESS one another 


