
March 25 & 26, 2023 

BLENDED     [Communion Service]          “This is Faith --- Lazarus”    Lent V 

 
PRELUDE 

[5:30 p.m.]  Woodwind Ensemble 

“When Jesus Wept” 
“Into the Woods” 
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL and WORDS OF WELCOME  
 

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE  
 
 

<stand> 

SONG:  “In Christ Alone” 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace when fears are stilled, when strivings cease; 
my Comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone Who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe; 
this gift of love and righteousness scorned by the ones He came to save. 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied; 
for every sin on Him was laid here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
then bursting forth in glorious Day, up from the grave He rose again. 
And as He stands in victory, sin's curse has lost its grip on me; 
for I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me; 
from life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of Hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand; 
till He returns or calls me Home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

 
INVOCATION AND VERSICLES      

P:   In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 
P:  Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 
C:  Your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 

P:  How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! 
C:  The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of Your wings. 
 

P:  They feast on the abundance of Your House, 
C:  and You give them drink from the river of Your delights. 
 

P:  For with You is the fountain of Life; 
C:  in Your Light do we see light.  Psalm 36:5, 7–9 

 
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 



P:  Almighty God, to Whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from Whom no secrets are 
hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy Name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Humble yourselves before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness. 
 

              [silence for self-examination] 

 
C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, we acknowledge our sinful nature and repent of our sins—those of 

which we are not aware and those we know full well.  We do not love You and other people as 
we ought.  We are often careless with Your creation and heedless in choosing the proper 
priorities of our lives.  Yet it is our intent to say and do that which honors You.  For the sake of 
Jesus grant us Your forgiveness so that, as Your redeemed people, we may be fit places for the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit and may serve You in time and in eternity. 

 

               [silence for reflection] 

  
Pastor: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.  In the stead and by the command of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, 
soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He Who calls you is 
faithful;  He will surely do it.   

C:  Amen. 
 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And with your spirit. 

P:  May we pray.  Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we 
may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
C:  Amen. 

 
<seated> 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me 

down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones.  And He led me around among them, and 

behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry.  And He 

said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, You know.”  Then He 

said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the Word of the Lord.  

Thus says the Lord God to these bones:  Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 

And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 

put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I AM the Lord.” 
 

So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on 

their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
 

Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’  Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O My 

people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.   And you shall know that I AM the Lord, when I 

open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O My people.  And I will put My Spirit within you, 

and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land.  Then you shall know that I AM the Lord; I 

have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.” 

 
 



PSALMODY:  Psalm 130 
P:  O Israel [the believers in Christ, the Church], hope in the LORD!   

For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful redemption. 
All:  Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD! 
 

Women:  O Lord, hear my voice!  Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 
Men:  If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 
All:  But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. 
 

Women:  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His Word I hope; 
Men:  my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning,  

more than watchmen for the morning. 
 

Women:  O Israel, hope in the LORD!   
Men:  For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful redemption. 
All:  And He will redeem Israel [His Church] from all his iniquities. 

 
EPISTLE READING:  Romans 8:6-11 

For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is Life and peace.  

For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's Law;  

indeed, it cannot.  Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.  

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him. But if Christ is in 

you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is Life because of righteousness.  If 

the Spirit of Him Who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He Who raised Christ 

Jesus from the dead will also give Life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit Who dwells 

in you. 
 

P:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God.    

P:   O Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus,  
C:   the Founder and Perfecter of our faith,  
P:   Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,  
C:   and is seated at the Right Hand of the throne of God. 

 
<stand> 

HOLY GOSPEL:  St. John 11:1-45 
 

P:   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  It 

was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped His feet with her hair, whose 

brother Lazarus was ill.  So the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, he whom You love is ill.”  

But when Jesus heard it He said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of 

God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
 

Now when Jesus came, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.  
 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off,  and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother.   So when Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, but Mary remained seated in the house.   Martha 

said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.  But even now I 

know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You.”   Jesus said to her, “Your brother 

will rise again.”   Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the Resurrection on 

the Last Day.”  Jesus said to her, “I AM the Resurrection and the Life.  Whoever believes in 

Me, though he die, yet shall he live,  and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never 



die.  Do you believe this?”  She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that You are the Christ, the 

Son of God, Who is coming into the world.” 
 

Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw Him, she fell at His feet, saying to 

Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”  When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, He was deeply moved in His 

spirit and greatly troubled.   And He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, 

“Lord, come and see.”   Jesus wept.  So the Jews said, “See how He loved him!”  But some of 

them said, “Could not He Who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man 

from dying?” 
 

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against 

it.  Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to Him, “Lord, 

by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.”   Jesus said to her, “Did I 

not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?”  So they took away the 

stone.  And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.   

I knew that You always hear Me, but I said this on account of the people standing 

around, that they may believe that You sent Me.”    
 

When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.”   The 

man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face 

wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  Many of the Jews 

therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what He did, believed in Him. 
 
 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH – NICENE CREED  [5:30 p.m. Service] 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made;  Who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from Heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man;  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the 
Right Hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead;  Whose Kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the 
prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to 
come.  Amen. 

 
<seated> 

[5:30 p.m.] SONG:  LSB550, “Lamb of God” 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but You have sent Him from Your side  
to walk upon this guilty sod, and to become the Lamb of God.  

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God!  
O wash me in His precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 

Your gift of love they crucified, they laughed and scorned Him as He died:  
the humble King they named a fraud, and sacrificed the Lamb of God. 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God!  



O wash me in His precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 

I was so lost, I should have died, but You have brought me to Your side  
to be led by Your staff and rod, and to be called a lamb of God. 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God!  
O wash me in His precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 
 

[9:30 a.m.] CHORAL HYMN:   “Jesus, Lover of my Soul”  [Men’s Chorus] 
Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly, 
while the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high; 
hide me, O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past; 
safe into the Haven guide, O receive my soul at last! 
 

Thou, O Christ, art all I want;  more than all in Thee I find; 
raise the fallen, cheer the faint heal the sick, and lead the blind!   
Just and holy is Thy Name, I am all unrighteousness; 
false and full of sin I am, Thou art full of Truth and grace. 
 

Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin; 
let the healing streams abound;  make and keep me pure within. 
Thou of life the fountain art;  freely let me take of Thee; 
spring thou up within my heart, rise to all eternity. 
 

 

SERMON –  “This is Faith:  Lazarus”, Pastor Chad Wright  

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH – NICENE CREED  [9:30 a.m. Service] 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made;  Who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from Heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man;  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the 
Right Hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead;  Whose Kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the 
prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to 
come.  Amen. 
 
 

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

[5:30 p.m.]  SONG:  “He’s Been Faithful”  C. Cymbala 

 

 [9:30 a.m.] CHORAL ANTHEM: “Lamb of God”  [Men’s Chorus] 
Your only Son, no sin to hide, but You have sent Him from Your side  
to walk upon this guilty sod, and to become the Lamb of God.  

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God!  
O wash me in His precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 

Your gift of love they crucified, they laughed and scorned Him as He died:  
the humble King they named a fraud, and sacrificed the Lamb of God. 
 

I was so lost, I should have died, but You have brought me to Your side  
to be led by Your staff and rod, and to be called a lamb of God. 

 
 
 



<kneel> 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
<stand> 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION and PEACE  
P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen!  

 
 
<seated> 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  LSB628, “Your Table I Approach” 
 

Your table I approach;  dear Savior, hear my prayer. 
Let not an unrepentant heart prove hurtful to me there. 
 

Lord, I confess my sins and mourn their wretched bands; 
a contrite heart is sure to find forgiveness at Your hands. 
 

Your Body and Your Blood, once slain and shed for me, 
are taken at Your table, Lord, in blest reality. 
 

Search not how this takes place, this wondrous mystery; 
God can accomplish vastly more than what we think could be. 
 

O grant, most blessed Lord, that earth and Hell combined 
may not about this sacrament raise doubt within my mind. 
 

Oh, may I never fail to thank You day and night 
for Your true Body and true Blood, O God, my peace and light. 

 
 

[5:30 p.m.]  DISTRIBUTION INSTRUMENTAL:  “What Wondrous Love is This?”  
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  TCH327, “The Old Rugged Cross” 
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, the emblem of suffering and shame; 
and I love that old cross where the Dearest and Best for a world of lost sinners was slain. 
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it some Day for a crown. 
 

In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, a wondrous beauty I see, 
for 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, to pardon and sanctify me.  
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it some Day for a crown. 
 

To that old rugged cross I will ever be true, its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
then He'll call me some Day to my Home far away, Where His glory forever I'll share.  
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it some Day for a crown. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  LSB685, “Let us Ever Walk With Jesus” 
Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow His example pure, 
through a world that would deceive us and to sin our souls allure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, pilgrims here, our home Above, 
full of faith and hope and love, let us do the Father's bidding. 
Faithful Lord, abide with me;  I shall follow where You guide. 
 

Let us suffer here with Jesus, and with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness;  where He is there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter, we shall reap celestial joy; 
all discomforts that annoy shall give way to mirth hereafter.   
Jesus, here I share Your woe;  help me There Your joy to know. 
 

Let us gladly die with Jesus.  Since by death He conquered Death,  
He will free us from destruction, give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion that would lead us into sin; 



and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate to Heaven. 
Jesus, here with You I die, There to live with You on High. 
 

Let us also live with Jesus.  He has risen from the dead 
that to Life we may awaken.  Jesus, You are now our Head. 
We are Your own living members;  Where You live, There we shall be 
in Your presence constantly, living There with You forever. 
Jesus, let me faithful be, Life Eternal grant to me. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:   LSB632, “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 

 O Jesus, blessed Lord, to Thee my heartfelt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed on my Thy body and Thy blood. 
 

Break forth, my soul, for joy and say:  what wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within my heart:  how blest am I!  How good Thou art! 

 
 
<stand> 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

SALUTATION, BENEDICAMUS 
P:   The Lord be with you.  
C:   And with your spirit. 
P:   Bless we the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God.  
 

BENEDICTION  
P:   The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be  
 gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and  give you peace. 
C:   Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
HYMN:  TCH358, “Because He Lives” 

 

God sent His Son -- they called Him Jesus;   
He came to love, heal and forgive. 
He lived and died to buy my pardon;   
an empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 
Because He lives I can face tomorrow; 
because He lives, all fear is gone. 
Because I know He holds the future, 
and life is worth the living just because He lives. 
 

And then one Day I'll cross the river; 
I'll fight life's final war with pain. 
And then, as death gives way to Victory, 
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He reigns.  
Because He lives I can face tomorrow; 
because He lives, all fear is gone. 
Because I know He holds the future, 
and life is worth the living just because He lives. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER  
 
POSTLUDE 
 

  Soli Deo Gloria  


