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“My Father is working, and I am working.” — Jesus

When sin entered God’s creation, humankind began to
struggle to see and believe that God still works amid the
mess. For thousands of years leading up to God revealing
Himself among us in the person of Jesus, people wrestled
with this truth. John the Baptist and Jesus both called
people to change how they think: God is at work. He is
always at work.

“Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand” means change
your thinking—recognize that God is actively working. In
John 5:17, when Jesus healed on the Sabbath (as He still
heals today, not just on the Sabbath but every day), He
declared, “My Father and I are always working.” That is
what God has done, what He is doing, and what He will
always do.

God works. Throughout the history He reveals in Scripture,
we see His work unfold. I often remember the phrase “HIS-
STORY” — history tells His story. This summer, we will
walk through twelve of the historical books of the Old
Testament, from Joshua to Esther. In this preaching

series, we will see Him at work not only in Scripture, but
also today.

He is working. He is working for you and in you so that He
can work through you. He is working in and through
Trinity. Every day, His kingdom comes as thousands of
people participate in our ministries—from our day school
children to those who follow us on social media. He is
working.

Why? Because you matter. Your neighbor matters. Trinity
matters. As you read the articles in this edition of Trinity
Matters, remember: God is at work—not just in and
through Trinity, but in and through you.

You Matter!
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REV. JUSTIN KRUPSKY | SENIOR PASTOR

SUMMER

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

As the summer season approaches, we're
adjusting our weekend worship schedule to
allow for a more unified worship experience
while still offering multiple opportunities to
gather and grow in God’s Word. Starting
Memorial Day weekend (May 23-25) through
Labor Day weekend (September 5-7), Trinity
will be offering a consolidated worship
schedule:

Saturday at 5:30 pm
Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Sunday at 9:00 am
Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Sunday at 10:30 am
Contemporary Worship (gym)

Monday at 7:00 pm*
Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary)

Whether you're heading up north, enjoying
family time, or staying close to home this
summer, we hope one of these worship times
works for you. Thank you for being part of our
Trinity family, and we look forward to
worshiping with you!

*There will be no worship on Memorial
Day Monday, May 25 or Labor Day.
Monday, September’ i
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REV. JOSH BRITTON

If you've driven anywhere in
Michigan lately, you’ve probably
noticed the familiar orange barrels,
blinking lights, and “Merge Ahead”
signs all around you. Yes, it’s
officially road construction season
—the time of year where every trip
feels like a test of patience!

Thankfully, and unlike the roads
here in Michigan, the work of God
among us never slows down—and
that’s something worth staying “on
the road” for this summer.

It’s tempting this time of year to
take a break from our regular
rhythms. Between vacations, lake
days, family gatherings, and the
irresistible call of sunshine after a
long winter, church attendance can
start to look a bit like I-94 at 5 a.m.
—a little lighter than usual. And
yet, just as construction crews take
advantage of the summer months
to do their most important work,

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF WORSHIP

God is always at work in His
Church—building, repairing,
strengthening, and renewing His
people through His Word and
Sacraments.

In fact, you might say that faith
itself is always “under
construction.” The Holy Spirit is
continually shaping us, smoothing
out rough patches, filling in cracks,
and redirecting us when we've
taken a wrong turn. And unlike
Michigan road projects, His work is
always on schedule and perfectly
done.

So consider this your friendly
“Detour Ahead” sign: don’t drift too
far from the place where God
promises to meet you. Stay
connected to worship, to His Word,
and to one another. Plug in, engage
and serve more, not out of
obligation, but because this is
where life happens—

er Road Work Ahead
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where forgiveness is given, faith is
strengthened, and we actually get
to witness God at work in real time.

And who knows? You might even
find that summer in church has its
own kind of beauty—familiar faces,
a few new ones, and the steady
reminder that no matter how many
orange cones are in the way, God’s
promises always provide a clear
path forward.

Thank you for being part of this
congregation and for walking (or
driving!) together in faith. If you
want to dig in more to see God at
work here at Trinity, please reach
out (jbritton@trinityutica.com)
as we would love to partner with
you and serve together in the
worship ministry. I look forward to
seeing you this summer—no hard
hat required.

YOU’RE INVITED

Freedom Celebration

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2026 | 4 PM PROGRAM | 5 PM DINNER

We come together to thank God for 250 years of blessings in our nation! The evening begins at 4 pm in the
Sanctuary with a meaningful program that will walk through the story of our country—from its founding
and early days, through a nation divided, and into the present. Through patriotic readings, hymns, and
prayer, we'll reflect on how God has been faithful through every season. We will also take time for a special
moment of recognition for our veterans, honoring those who have served and sacrificed. Following the
program, you’re invited to stay for dinner at 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall, where we can continue the
evening in fellowship and gratitude.

Registration is preferred, but not required—all are welcome to attend.
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REV. NICK DUERR
y ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF
y

FAITH FORMATION

Our upcoming sermon series is titled "God at Work,"
where we are going to walk through the historical
Old Testament books and see how God has worked
in history, and see in them the promises He makes to
work in our lives now. But this got me thinking about
a bit of our more recent history here at Trinity, and
reminded me of an experience I had recently, twice.
Twice in the last few months I officiated a committal
at Utica Cemetery.

For those of you who aren't familiar with Utica
Cemetery, based on my experiences at least half of
the people resting there are Trinity members
awaiting the resurrection. Both times I was there, I
heard stories. Some were stories of family members
or friends whose plots were nearby. But some of the
stories were of teachers, church members, others
who volunteered at Trinity, and had an impact on the
faith of those telling me these stories. And hearing
these stories, I got the opportunity to see God at
work in our own history. I got to hear from people
how the church we are today comes from how those
faithful saints listened to the call to serve children.

This is a work that God is still doing here at Trinity!
There is a new generation of people that God is
raising up to be His church, children here at Trinity,
and in our community around us. Through our
Children's Ministry we are inviting that generation to
learn about and grow in their faith through Trinity
Kids, VBS, Trunk or Treat, and other amazing
activities and events. God is at work making His
youngest disciples into men and women of faith who
will continue to do the kingdom work.

I want to join God in inviting you to participate in
His work. God has equipped you with skills, talents,
passion, and life experiences that you can share with
His children.

! Photo: Josh Weyhing

By being present in their lives, by sharing how God

has worked and is working in your life, you're doing
the same work as those saints I got to meet at Utica
Cemetery. You will get to be a part of God's work in

history, raising up saints for His church.

I want to end by being a little more specific. I've
generally invited you to participate in God's kingdom
work by volunteering in our Children's Ministry. But
there's a lot going on. So to get you thinking about
specific ways you might use the gifts God has given
you, I want to share a few specific ideas. First of all,
we're very excited about our upcoming Rainforest
Falls VBS, where we have volunteer opportunities for
crew leaders, snack helpers, check in, Bible stories,
and so many other activities. We're also looking
forward to the fall and a new year of Trinity Kids
where volunteers help lead small group discussions
and activities with children from preschool through
fourth grade. If you love children who are younger
you could sign up to help out in the nursery on
Sunday mornings. We also have fun events like the
Family Fun Festival in September and Trunk or
Treat in October that require a lot of volunteers to
show the love of Jesus to kids both from Trinity and
from our community. There are even opportunities
to help prepare crafts for lessons or make activity
kits for special occasions. However God has gifted
you, you can be a blessing to the newest generation
of Christians! If you would like to participate in any
of these activities I invite you to reach out at
nduerr@trinityutica.com, and I can help you
find a way to serve!
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in our men’s
ministry

. REV. JUSTIN KRUPSKY
¥ SENIOR PASTOR

Men’s retreats, prayer breakfast, Warrior Dad’s
breakfast, Saturday morning Bible study,
Monday night Bible study, Wednesday morning
Bible study, Thursday morning Bible study, Man
Up Monday podcasts, golf outings, bonfire
events, car show, basketball, softball... these are
but a few of the ways men are connecting not
just with their Savior Jesus, but also with one
another through Trinity.

Our men’s ministry team believes that God is
calling us to be Kingdom Men, R.E.A.L. men who
reject passivity, engage with God, accept
responsibility and live courageously.

If you are a man—or know a man—we invite you
to get connected and engage with other men
here at Trinity. This fall we will continue to our
Bible studies, but we also have a golf outing,
overnight men’s retreat, and the second session
of our 40-day Man Up Challenge.

Twelve men recently completed a 40-day
challenge focused on becoming stronger, more
faithful men of God. Through daily Scripture,
spiritual disciplines, physical challenges, and
intentional focus on family, they committed to
growth—meeting each Sunday at 5:30 am to
stay accountable.

These men are different. Their faith is stronger,
their families see it, and even the enemy feels it
—because a Spirit-led man changes the
atmosphere around him. Session 2 begins
Sunday, October 4 and runs through
November 8. I dare you to sign up!

UTICA

September 12, 2026
WestWynd Golf Course

September 25 -27, 2026
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in my arca of ministry...
through my ears and mouth

4 REV. CHAD WRIGHT
‘#s! & ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF CHRISTIAN
y
CARE & COUNSELING

I have the privilege of having had a solid seminary
training and receiving a Master of Divinity, as well as
completing a Master of Science in Mental Health
Counseling, and completing licensure as a licensed
professional counselor. It has equipped me to be a
counseling pastor. When God called me here to
Trinity, I knew that He would bring people to me to
care for who needed spiritual and mental health care.
In every season of life, God provides people who help
carry our burdens. As a Christian counselor, I strive
to quietly reflect the heart of Christ through two
simple gifts: my ears and my mouth.

Listening as a Ministry of Compassion
Scripture repeatedly shows God as the One who
hears:

« “I have surely seen the affliction of my people...
and have heard their cry” (Exodus 3:7).

o “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted” (Psalm
34:18).

A counselor’s attentive ear becomes a living echo of
God’s attentive heart. When I listen as a pastor and as
a counselor, it is a professional skill, but it is also
more than a professional skill; it’s a ministry. In
Scripture, God is repeatedly described as the One
who hears His people. When a counselor listens with
patience and gentleness, that listening becomes a
small echo of God’s own attentiveness. Many people
walk into a counseling room feeling unheard, unseen,
or overwhelmed. Simply being listened to—without
judgment, without interruption—can be the first step
toward healing. Through my ears, God creates space
for honesty, courage, and hope to grow.

LISTENING SPEAKING
WITH COMPASSION. ; 3 WITH GRACE.
. REFLECTING HIS A REFLECTING HIS

_ TRUTH IN LOVE.
=.© PROVERB
COLOSSIAI

Speaking as a Ministry of Grace

If listening is holy ground, speaking too is holy work.
A Christian counselor’s words are not meant to be
clever, impressive, or forceful. They are meant to be
instruments of grace. Scripture says:

» “Aword fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
settings of silver” (Proverbs 25:11).

» “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned
with salt” (Colossians 4:6).

God calls a counselor not only to listen, but also to
counsel. As a pastor and a counselor, my words also
become a tool God uses. Not to lecture or condemn,
but to guide, encourage, and speak the truth in love.
Sometimes the words are comforting: “You’re not
alone.” “God has not forgotten you.” Sometimes they
are clarifying: “This pattern is hurting you.” “There is
another way forward.” And often, they are hopeful:
“God is still at work in your story.”

I cannot tell you how humbling it is — and how
grateful I am - when God uses my mouth to share His
Word and it becomes seeds of transformation in the
lives of people whom I care for.

A Quiet Partnership with God

As a Christian counselor, I don’t claim to be the
healer—God is. But through prayer and preparation, I
offer myself and my skills as a vessel through which
God can work. I pray continually that my listening
reflects His compassion; that my words reflect His
truth; that my presence reflects His nearness to the
hurting and brokenhearted.




And in countless quiet moments, I have seen God
use these simple human gifts to bring comfort,
clarity, and renewal. Thank you brothers and
sisters in Christ here at Trinity for that privilege to
serve as a pastor and counselor.

A Word of Encouragement for Our Church
Family

If you are walking through a difficult season,
consider reaching out to me and exploring if I
could care for you for a time. It is not a sign of
weakness—it is a step toward wholeness. As long
as I am here and serve in this ministry, where God
is using my ears and mouth more powerfully than
I could have ever realized, I pray that I can be
useful in caring for you.

COUNSELING AT TRINITY
If you are walking through a
difficult season, consider reaching
out to Pastor Chad and exploring
your options.

COUNSELING

One-on-one biblical counseling to
help you navigate life’s challenges,
find hope, and grow in your

walk with Christ.

SCHOOL COUNSELING

'\ | Support for students to thrive
emotionally, socially, and academically
through faith-based guidance
and care.

GRIEFSHARE

A caring support group to help
you heal from the pain of loss and
find comfort, hope, and
encouragement.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Trained, compassionate lay caregivers.
) walk alongside you in times of difficulty,
4 offering Christ-centered support

and a listening ear.

Lefy &nnect 7
2 Pastor Chad Wright ==
M cwright@trinityutica.com
Q. 586.731.4490 ext 102
@ www.trinityutica.com/pastoral-counseling/
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We have seen God at work in a powerful way through
our Life Groups this past season. It has been a joy to
watch our community grow not just in numbers, but in
depth. Our groups recently finished an impactful study
on Ephesians by Derwin Gray. Through this, we saw
God move through our incredible "hosts"—those who
generously opened their hearts and homes to create
spaces where people felt seen, known, and welcomed.
Their hospitality is the heartbeat of this ministry,
fostering the kind of community where faith truly
flourishes.

We are also thrilled to celebrate our adult confirmands

from this past spring! Welcoming them into our church
family is a beautiful reminder of how God continues to

draw people to Himself. If you are interested in joining

our next cohort, this summer is the perfect time to sign
up for our upcoming fall confirmation sessions.

Looking Ahead

As we look toward the months ahead, we are excited for
our next church-wide study: the Red Letter Challenge:
Serving Challenge. This summer, we invite you to
prayerfully consider if God is calling you to open your
heart or home as a host for this upcoming season. It is a
wonderful way to put faith into action. If you feel a
nudge to learn more about what hosting looks like, we
would love to start a conversation with you.




SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

As we approach the final weeks of the school year, it
is easy to look at our calendars and feel the weight of
a long race nearly run. Whether you are a student
finishing a final project, a parent navigating the end-
of-year hustle, or a teacher grading those last
assignments, we all know that work can leave us
tired.

Yet, as we enter the final stretch of Trinity’s school
year, we don’t just see tired faces, we see the
unmistakable hand of God at work. There is much
evidence that our Savior’s efforts never end. Since the
start of 2025, we have been blessed to witness 19
baptisms within our school community. We praise
Jesus for using our school to bring children to the
waters of baptism. This is a reminder that while we
teach math and reading, take part in music classes
and go out to recess, God is doing work that lasts
throughout eternity. We see this work continue every
morning as our youngest students arrive for
preschool ready to grow in wisdom and stature. We
celebrate this year as the Trinity preschool has been
welcoming little ones to our doors for 50 years.
Praise God!

We are blessed to watch God work over the years as
preschool students transform from little kids into big
kids. This divine "work in progress" reaches its
annual milestone on Friday, June 5, as we celebrate
the graduation of our Class of 2026. These students
have run their race well, and we look forward to
honoring their achievements and the bright futures
God has prepared for them.

God has worked through our recent Dinner Auction.
Through the generosity of our workers, donors and
givers we raised over $70,000. After we deduct
expenses we will have the needed funds so that work
can go on in the 2nd floor hallway with the
replacement of our lockers and adding new carpet.
Thank you to all who contributed to the work of the
upkeep of His school.

To get to the finish line, we lean into our final Trinity

Trait of the year: Perseverance. In the moments when
we feel weary, we turn to the encouragement found in
Hebrews 12:1-2:

"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of

faith.”

We are blessed to have Jesus as our strength. He did
not just cheer us on from the sidelines; He endured the
cross so that we might have life. When we consider
Him, we find the strength to not grow weary or lose
heart.

As we move toward June 5 and our final day of the
school year, let’s keep our eyes fixed on Him,
celebrating every baptism, every milestone, and every
student. God is at work, and He is faithful to complete
the good work He started in us!

Photos: Bruce Volkert




For more than 140 years, God has
faithfully been at work through
the people and ministry of
Trinity. While we often see His
hand in worship, teaching, and
relationships, we also see His
provision clearly through
something very tangible—our
finances.

From the earliest days of Trinity,
God has moved the hearts of His
people to give generously from
their first fruits. Those faithful
offerings have made possible the
very foundation we stand on
today. Through times of growth
and challenge, He has provided
what was needed—raising up
leaders, inspiring generosity, and
guiding wise stewardship.

We've seen His hand in the
construction of buildings and
classrooms, in the expansion of
our facilities, and in the growth of
a thriving school ministry that
continues to impact generations
of students. We’ve seen it in the
way Trinity has cared for those in
need—feeding the hungry,
supporting families, and serving
our community with compassion.
And through it all, God has
allowed Trinity to remain debt-
free, even while continuing to
expand and improve His ministry
here.

That is no small thing. That is
God at work.

'\ CYNDI CARPENTER
DIRECTOR OF HR & FINANCE

At the same time, the day-to-day
ministry of Trinity carries very real
and ongoing financial needs.

Supporting a dedicated team of over

100 staff members—including
salaries and benefits—requires

consistent and faithful funding. The

upkeep and maintenance of our
entire campus is never-ending, and
like many organizations, we are
feeling the impact of inflation and
the rising cost of living each year.

Yet even in these realities, we see
God’s provision. He has sustained
Trinity through every season,
providing exactly what has been
needed through the faithful
generosity of His people.

Even in the middle of these realities,

we rest in God’s promise: “And my
God will meet all your needs
according to the riches of his glory

in Christ Jesus.” — Philippians 4:19

Now, we stand at another important

moment in Trinity’s story. As we

prepare for a Sanctuary remodel and

begin construction in the coming

year on a nearly $3 million project—
one that has already been prayerfully

supported over the past six years—
we are once again called to trust.

Trust that the same God who
provided in the past will provide
again. Trust that He will continue to
move hearts. Trust that He will
equip His church for the work ahead.

Scripture reminds us:

“Honor the Lord with your
wealth, with the firstfruits of all
your crops; then your barns will
be filled to overflowing.” —
Proverbs 3:9-10

And again: “Each of you should
give what you have decided in
your heart to give... for God
loves a cheerful giver.” — 2
Corinthians 9:7

Giving is not simply about
meeting a need—it is about
participating in God’s mission. It
is an act of worship, a step of
faith, and a reflection of trust in
the One who provides all things.

As we look ahead, we also
recognize something important:
we cannot become complacent.
The continued growth of Trinity’s
ministry—reaching new families,
discipling students, and sharing
the love of Christ—depends on
ongoing faithfulness. We are
prayerful that God will continue
to inspire generous hearts, raise
up supporters, and bring people
alongside this ministry so that
Trinity may continue to serve for
another 100+ years.

And what a privilege that is.

IAPRIL 2026 Budget Month Actual Month Budget YTD Actual YTD
IChurch & School Income $469,824.65 $365,872.44 $4,724,321.50 $4,705,490.42
IChurch & School Expenses $451,792.81 $483,990.26 $4,631,928.10 $4,775,218.20

Sanctuary Renovation/Building Fund:

April Income $17,465.52
Total to date: $2,599,419.88

We invite you to prayerfully
consider how God might be calling
you to be part of this ongoing work
—through your prayers, your
presence, and your financial
support. Every gift, given in faith,
plays a role in sustaining and
growing the ministry we share.

We move forward with gratitude for
all God has done, confidence in
what He is doing now, and hope in
what He will do in the future. We
pray that He will continue to lead
people and resources to Trinity,
equipping us to remain a place
where lives are changed and Christ
is shared with love.

Because this has never just been
about buildings or budgets.

It is about God at work—through
His people—for His purpose.

Ways to Give

¢ Online at
trinityutica.com/give

e Church Center app

¢ Send in by mail

e Stock/IRA



\ REV. CHRISTIAN JONES
ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF OUTREACH

On any given week, it would be easy to drive past a
church and never realize just how much is happening
behind its doors. But at Trinity Utica, the story is
different. It’s one worth slowing down for. This is not
just a place where needs are met. It’s a place where
Christ meets people through His people.

Every Sunday at 1:00 pm, Supper, Sack-lunch and
Showers serves those experiencing homelessness or
hardship. But what unfolds here goes beyond food.
Volunteers do not just hand out plates, they can share
presence, conversation, and, when welcomed, the hope
found in Jesus Christ. A simple “How are you?” can
open the door to deeper care. A prayer offered at the
table, a Scripture shared in the moment, or even a quiet
reminder that Christ has not forgotten them, are acts of
Christ-centered evangelism woven naturally into the
meal. It is not forced or performative; it is relational,
rooted in the love of Christ who fed the hungry and
welcomed the outcast.

That is why serving here matters. Because the Gospel is
not just spoken, it is embodied. Volunteers become
instruments through whom others encounter both daily
bread and the Bread of Life.

Every other Sunday at 1:00 pm, the Food Pantry in the
Ark opens, providing client-choice groceries for families
and individuals in need. Here too, the mission reaches
deeper than physical hunger. Volunteers have
opportunities to speak words of encouragement
grounded in Christ, to remind guests that their worth is
not measured by their circumstances, and to offer
prayer for burdens that go far beyond empty cupboards.
In these moments, the pantry becomes more than a
distribution point, it becomes a place where Christ’s
compassion is both heard and felt.

On Monday mornings Delivering Disciples prepare their
meals for delivery in the kitchen and Fellowship Hall.
Then comes Tuesday, when the meals are delivered to
those in need.

These deliveries often become powerful moments of
ministry. A knock on the door is more than a food drop, it
is a reminder that someone cares, and ultimately, that
Christ cares. A brief conversation on a doorstep, a kind
word, or a promise to keep someone in prayer can carry
lasting weight. In a world where isolation is common,
these visits reflect the Good Shepherd who seeks out His
sheep.

Inside the Ark on Tuesdays from 10 am to 2 pm, the Kids’
Closet opens for families who need clothing for their
children. Here, Christ-centered evangelism takes on a
gentle, compassionate form. Volunteers help parents and
children find what they need while reflecting the kindness
and dignity that Christ shows to each person. It is an
opportunity to speak hope into families’ lives, to remind
them that they are seen and valued, and, when
appropriate, to share the deeper truth: that in Christ, they
are clothed not only with garments, but with grace.

So why is it important to serve here? Because the needs
are real, and so is the Gospel. At Trinity, acts of service
and words of faith are not in competition. They belong
together. Feeding the hungry, clothing children, and
delivering meals are not replacements for sharing Christ;
they are the very contexts in which His love is made
known. And for those who step in to serve, something
unexpected often happens. The lines between giver and
receiver begin to blur. Faith is strengthened, compassion
grows, and volunteers find themselves not just
participating in charity, but in Christ’s ongoing work of
reaching people right where they are.

In a fast-moving world, it’s easy to overlook the quiet
power of showing up; but here, every meal served, every
bag packed, every door knocked on, and every child
clothed becomes part of a larger story. The story of
Christ’s love reaching into real lives. And, I want you to be
a part of this amazing story, too. If you would like more
information on how to serve in any of the Social
Ministry’s service opportunities, please contact Pastor
Jones at ¢jones@trinityutica.com.
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CHURCH LOBBY HOURS
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M, W, TH, F
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

TUESDAY
8:00 AM - 9:00 PM

SATURDAY
4:30 PM - 7:00 PM

SUNDAY
7:00 AM - 1:00 PM

WORSHIP SERVICES
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SATURDAY - 5:30 PM
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SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY
7:15 AM - 4:15 PM

(Entrance is located on the east side
of building along Deshon.
Please look for the red awning.)

ONLINE INFORMATION

WEBSITE
HTTPS://WWW.TRINITYUTICA.COM

EMAIL
CHURCHOFFICE@TRINITYUTICA.COM
SCHOOLOFFICE@TRINITYUTICA.COM

LIVESTREAM
HTTPS://WWW.TRINITYUTICA.COM/LIVE

WORSHIP INFORMATION
HTTPS://WWW.TRINITYUTICA.COM/INFO
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RUMMAGE SALE

DROP-OFF:

Sunday, Junel14|5- 8 pm

Monday, Junel15|9 am -7 pm
Tuesday, June16| 9 am -7 pm

SALE:

Thursday, June 18 | 12 - 8 pm, $3 early admission
Friday, June19|9 am - 3 pm
Saturday, June 20| 9 am -1 pm

Visit trinityutica.com/rummagesale for more info

Articles for the next Trinity Matters are due Friday, July 31, 2026.

Please send to mgrupe@trinityutica.com. Thank you!
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Our Vision Statement
To be a church family who grows
together in our relationships with
Christ and one another.

Our Mission Statement
Go and Make Disciples who Share
Christ’s Story with Love

Core Values
Love, Learn, Live, Lead

Discipleship Strategy
Our community’s focus points...
Heart (worship services)
Head (educational opportunities)
Hands (service ministries)




	Trinity
	Matters
	Summer


	WORSHIP
	SCHEDULE
	*There will be no worship on Memorial Day Monday, May 25 or Labor Day. Monday, September 7.
	GOD AT WORK
	REV. JUSTIN KRUPSKY  |  SENIOR PASTOR

	Caution: Summer Road Work Ahead

	(and GOD AT WORK!)
	REV. JOSH BRITTON ASSOCIATE PASTOR  OF WORSHIP
	If you’ve driven anywhere in Michigan lately, you’ve probably noticed the familiar orange barrels, blinking lights, and “Merge Ahead” signs all around you. Yes, it’s officially road construction season—the time of year where every trip feels like a test of patience!
	Thankfully, and unlike the roads here in Michigan, the work of God among us never slows down—and that’s something worth staying “on the road” for this summer.
	It’s tempting this time of year to take a break from our regular rhythms. Between vacations, lake days, family gatherings, and the irresistible call of sunshine after a long winter, church attendance can start to look a bit like I-94 at 5 a.m.—a little lighter than usual.  And yet, just as construction crews take advantage of the summer months to do their most important work,
	God is always at work in His Church—building, repairing, strengthening, and renewing His people through His Word and Sacraments.
	In fact, you might say that faith itself is always “under construction.” The Holy Spirit is continually shaping us, smoothing out rough patches, filling in cracks, and redirecting us when we’ve taken a wrong turn. And unlike Michigan road projects, His work is always on schedule and perfectly done.
	So consider this your friendly “Detour Ahead” sign: don’t drift too far from the place where God promises to meet you. Stay connected to worship, to His Word, and to one another. Plug in, engage and serve more, not out of obligation, but because this is where life happens—
	where forgiveness is given, faith is strengthened, and we actually get to witness God at work in real time.
	And who knows? You might even find that summer in church has its own kind of beauty—familiar faces, a few new ones, and the steady reminder that no matter how many orange cones are in the way, God’s promises always provide a clear path forward.
	Thank you for being part of this congregation and for walking (or driving!) together in faith. If you want to dig in more to see God at work here at Trinity, please reach out (jbritton@trinityutica.com) as we would love to partner with you and serve together in the worship ministry. I look forward to seeing you this summer—no hard hat required.
	YOU’RE INVITED
	Freedom Celebration
	SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2026  |  4 PM PROGRAM  |  5 PM DINNER


	GOD AT WORK
	in the next generation
	REV. NICK DUERR ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF  FAITH FORMATION
	Our upcoming sermon series is titled "God at Work," where we are going to walk through the historical Old Testament books and see how God has worked in history, and see in them the promises He makes to work in our lives now. But this got me thinking about a bit of our more recent history here at Trinity, and reminded me of an experience I had recently, twice. Twice in the last few months I officiated a committal at Utica Cemetery.
	For those of you who aren't familiar with Utica Cemetery, based on my experiences at least half of the people resting there are Trinity members awaiting the resurrection. Both times I was there, I heard stories. Some were stories of family members or friends whose plots were nearby. But some of the stories were of teachers, church members, others who volunteered at Trinity, and had an impact on the faith of those telling me these stories. And hearing these stories, I got the opportunity to see God at work in our own history. I got to hear from people how the church we are today comes from how those faithful saints listened to the call to serve children.
	This is a work that God is still doing here at Trinity! There is a new generation of people that God is raising up to be His church, children here at Trinity, and in our community around us. Through our Children's Ministry we are inviting that generation to learn about and grow in their faith through Trinity Kids, VBS, Trunk or Treat, and other amazing activities and events. God is at work making His youngest disciples into men and women of faith who will continue to do the kingdom work.
	I want to join God in inviting you to participate in His work. God has equipped you with skills, talents, passion, and life experiences that you can share with His children.
	By being present in their lives, by sharing how God has worked and is working in your life, you're doing the same work as those saints I got to meet at Utica Cemetery. You will get to be a part of God's work in history, raising up saints for His church.
	I want to end by being a little more specific. I've generally invited you to participate in God's kingdom work by volunteering in our Children's Ministry. But there's a lot going on. So to get you thinking about specific ways you might use the gifts God has given you, I want to share a few specific ideas. First of all, we're very excited about our upcoming Rainforest Falls VBS, where we have volunteer opportunities for crew leaders, snack helpers, check in, Bible stories, and so many other activities. We're also looking forward to the fall and a new year of Trinity Kids where volunteers help lead small group discussions and activities with children from preschool through fourth grade. If you love children who are younger you could sign up to help out in the nursery on Sunday mornings. We also have fun events like the Family Fun Festival in September and Trunk or Treat in October that require a lot of volunteers to show the love of Jesus to kids both from Trinity and from our community. There are even opportunities to help prepare crafts for lessons or make activity kits for special occasions. However God has gifted you, you can be a blessing to the newest generation of Christians! If you would like to participate in any of these activities I invite you to reach out at nduerr@trinityutica.com, and I can help you find a way to serve!



	GOD AT  WORK
	To sign up for MAN UP MONDAY podcasts: TEXT “MAN UP” to 586.731.4490
	in our men’s  ministry
	REV. JUSTIN KRUPSKY SENIOR PASTOR
	Men’s retreats, prayer breakfast, Warrior Dad’s breakfast, Saturday morning Bible study, Monday night Bible study, Wednesday morning Bible study, Thursday morning Bible study, Man Up Monday podcasts, golf outings, bonfire events, car show, basketball, softball... these are but a few of the ways men are connecting not just with their Savior Jesus, but also with one another through Trinity.
	Our men’s ministry team believes that God is calling us to be Kingdom Men, R.E.A.L men who reject passivity, engage with God, accept responsibility and live courageously.
	If you are a man—or know a man—we invite you to get connected and engage with other men here at Trinity. This fall we will continue to our Bible studies, but we also have a golf outing, overnight men’s retreat, and the second session of our 40-day Man Up Challenge.
	Twelve men recently completed a 40-day challenge focused on becoming stronger, more faithful men of God. Through daily Scripture, spiritual disciplines, physical challenges, and intentional focus on family, they committed to growth—meeting each Sunday at 5:30 am to stay accountable.
	These men are different. Their faith is stronger, their families see it, and even the enemy feels it—because a Spirit-led man changes the atmosphere around him. Session 2 begins Sunday, October 4 and runs through November 8. I dare you to sign up!



	GOD IS AT WORK
	in my area of ministry…
	through my ears and mouth
	REV. CHAD WRIGHT ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF CHRISTIAN CARE & COUNSELING


	SEEING GOD MOVE
	through community
	ANNA GAUSS CHRISTIAN GROWTH ASSOCIATE
	We have seen God at work in a powerful way through our Life Groups this past season. It has been a joy to watch our community grow not just in numbers, but in depth. Our groups recently finished an impactful study on Ephesians by Derwin Gray. Through this, we saw God move through our incredible "hosts"—those who generously opened their hearts and homes to create spaces where people felt seen, known, and welcomed. Their hospitality is the heartbeat of this ministry, fostering the kind of community where faith truly flourishes.
	We are also thrilled to celebrate our adult confirmands from this past spring! Welcoming them into our church family is a beautiful reminder of how God continues to draw people to Himself. If you are interested in joining our next cohort, this summer is the perfect time to sign up for our upcoming fall confirmation sessions.
	Looking Ahead As we look toward the months ahead, we are excited for our next church-wide study: the Red Letter Challenge: Serving Challenge. This summer, we invite you to prayerfully consider if God is calling you to open your heart or home as a host for this upcoming season. It is a wonderful way to put faith into action. If you feel a nudge to learn more about what hosting looks like, we would love to start a conversation with you.
	And in countless quiet moments, I have seen God use these simple human gifts to bring comfort, clarity, and renewal. Thank you brothers and sisters in Christ here at Trinity for that privilege to serve as a pastor and counselor.
	A Word of Encouragement for Our Church Family If you are walking through a difficult season, consider reaching out to me and exploring if I could care for you for a time. It is not a sign of weakness—it is a step toward wholeness. As long as I am here and serve in this ministry, where God is using my ears and mouth more powerfully than I could have ever realized, I pray that I can be useful in caring for you.



	FROM FIRST STEPS TO THE FINISH LINE
	God at Work Among Us
	BRUCE VOLKERT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
	To get to the finish line, we lean into our final Trinity Trait of the year: Perseverance. In the moments when we feel weary, we turn to the encouragement found in Hebrews 12:1-2:
	"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith."
	We are blessed to have Jesus as our strength. He did not just cheer us on from the sidelines; He endured the cross so that we might have life. When we consider Him, we find the strength to not grow weary or lose heart.
	As we move toward June 5 and our final day of the school year, let’s keep our eyes fixed on Him, celebrating every baptism, every milestone, and every student. God is at work, and He is faithful to complete the good work He started in us!
	As we approach the final weeks of the school year, it is easy to look at our calendars and feel the weight of a long race nearly run. Whether you are a student finishing a final project, a parent navigating the end-of-year hustle, or a teacher grading those last assignments, we all know that work can leave us tired.
	Yet, as we enter the final stretch of Trinity’s school year, we don’t just see tired faces, we see the unmistakable hand of God at work. There is much evidence that our Savior’s efforts never end. Since the start of 2025, we have been blessed to witness 19 baptisms within our school community. We praise Jesus for using our school to bring children to the waters of baptism. This is a reminder that while we teach math and reading, take part in music classes and go out to recess, God is doing work that lasts throughout eternity. We see this work continue every morning as our youngest students arrive for preschool ready to grow in wisdom and stature. We celebrate this year as the Trinity preschool has been welcoming little ones to our doors for 50 years. Praise God!
	We are blessed to watch God work over the years as preschool students transform from little kids into big kids. This divine "work in progress" reaches its annual milestone on Friday, June 5, as we celebrate the graduation of our Class of 2026. These students have run their race well, and we look forward to honoring their achievements and the bright futures God has prepared for them.
	God has worked through our recent Dinner Auction. Through the generosity of our workers, donors and givers we raised over $70,000. After we deduct expenses we will have the needed funds so that work can go on in the 2nd floor hallway with the replacement of our lockers and adding new carpet. Thank you to all who contributed to the work of the upkeep of His school.



	GOD AT WORK
	through our finances
	CYNDI CARPENTER DIRECTOR OF HR & FINANCE
	Ways to Give
	Online at trinityutica.com/give
	Church Center app
	Send in by mail
	Stock/IRA


	Financial Report
	Sanctuary Renovation/Building Fund:  April Income $17,465.52 Total to date: $2,599,419.88


	GOD AT WORK
	through serving others
	REV. CHRISTIAN JONES ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF OUTREACH


	PASTORAL STAFF
	CHURCH COUNCIL
	DIRECTORS, ASSOCIATES, & MINISTRIES
	CHAIRMAN Grant Nelson
	VICE-CHAIRMAN Dan Kennedy
	TREASURER Bob Vondett
	SECRETARY Donna Lee/Shirley Rottman
	CHAIRMAN BOARD OF ELDERS Brian Stump
	CHAIRMAN OF  CHURCH PROPERTY John Rank
	CHAIRMAN CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL Heather Odinga
	CHAIRMAN BOARD OF  PERSONNEL Stephanie Caroll, Chair Rick Hipple, Co-Chair
	CHAIRMAN CHRISTIAN OUTREACH Cindy Gliesman
	CHAIRMAN OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH Kim Juszczyk
	CHAIRMAN OF FAMILY LIFE Kayla Kambeitz
	PRINCIPAL Bruce Volkert
	DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS Jeff Pioch
	DIRECTOR OF HR & FINANCE Cyndi Carpenter
	DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS Michele Grupe
	EARLY CHILDHOOD DIRECTOR Sheri Daniell
	ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR Alicia Meinka
	CHRISTIAN GROWTH ASSOCIATE Anna Gauss
	FOOD MINISTRY ASSOCIATE Beth Helmer
	MEN’S/SENIORS ASSOCIATE David Sheldon
	RECEPTIONIST Linda Powell
	PASTORS’ ASSISTANT Karah Gomez
	VIDEO PRODUCTION Joshua Weyhing
	WORSHIP ASSISTANT Jacob Roggow
	WORSHIP TECHNICAL ARTS Chris Winter
	YOUTH MINISTRY ASSOCIATE Andrew Brazeal
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