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Summer Reading Assignment for Grade 6 

 

1.  Choose two books from the attached list to read.  

 

2.  For each book, make a list of any new vocabulary words (i.e., words for  

     which you do not know the  meanings) and their definitions. 

 

3.  Write a two-paragraph summary of each book including the information  

     below: 

 Paragraph 1:  characters, setting, plot 

 Paragraph 2:  the conflict or problem and its resolution 
 

 

BCA 6
th

 Grade Summer Reading List 
  

The Door in the Wall, Marguerite DeAngeli 

Robin’s plans to become a knight are foiled when he is permanently crippled, but 

his chance comes as he seeks new ways of service. 

 

Misty of Chincoteague, Marguerite Henry 

Each year ponies from the island of Chincoteague in the Chesapeake Bay are sold  

for children’s use.  This is the story of one of these wild freedom-loving ponies. 

 *Other books by Marguerite Henry are also acceptable. 

 

Heidi, Johanna Spyri 

 This is a famous story of a Swiss girl and her experiences in the Swiss Alps. 

 

The Trumpet of the Swans, E.B. White 

 Louis is a trumpeter swan who is born without a voice.  His father helps him out  

 By getting him a trumpet which he uses as he travels about as a professional  

 musician. 

 

The Incredible Journey, Sheila Burnford 

 The original adventure story of two dogs and a cat who are separated from their  

 owners. 

 

The Bronze Bow, Elizabeth George Speare   

 Daniel joins an outlaw band to seek revenge for the murder of his parents by the  

 Romans.  He meets someone who changes his life. 

 *Other historical fiction by this author is also acceptable. 

 

Otto of the Silver Hand, Howard Pyle 

 Story of a boy whose hand is cut off by his father’s enemy and his resulting 

 experiences.  
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Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH, Robert C. O’Brien 

 Mrs. Frisby seeks advice from the rats concerning her mouse son, Timothy, who  

 is sick.  The rats, who have been part of an experiment at NIMH, can read and  

 write.  They help her, and she helps them escape.  

  

A Little Princess, Frances Hodgeon Burnett 

 Sara Crewe leads a life of privilege until her father dies and she is suddenly a  

 pauper, yet she uses her imagination and good nature to survive. 

 

The Horse and His Boy, C. S. Lewis 

 A talking horse and a servant boy save Narnia from invasion. (Christian themes) 

*Other books by C.S. Lewis are also acceptable. 

 

Haunt-Fox, Jim Kjelgaard 

 A boy and his dog go fox hunting and learn a lot about fairness. 

 

Black Stallion, Walter Farley 

 Surviving a shipwreck and a stay on an isolated island, a boy and his Arabian  

 horse arrive back in America and decide to race. 

  

Black Beauty, Anna Sewell 

 Written from the point of view of the horse, this is the story of the horse’s life and  

 experiences in 19
th

 century England. 

 

Mr. Popper’s Penguins, Richard and Florence Atwater 

 Mr. Popper is given a male penguin name Captain Hook. He gets Captain Hook a  

 mate and begins a traveling penguin show. 

 

The Truthful Harp, Lloyd Alexander [or other books by Lloyd Alexander] 

 Fflewddur Flam is given a harp that plays beautifully.  He soon finds that  

 sometimes the strings break when he is telling a story.  Discover why. 

 

The Wheel on the School, Meindert DeJong 

 Children from a Dutch village learn that storks once perched on the roofs of the  

 people’s house.  They begin a campaign to get the storks to come back. 

 

Hans Brinker: or the Silver Skates, Mary Mapes Dodge 

 Hans wishes to win the silver skates by winning a racing contest, but his chances  

            are slim since he only has wooden skates to use.   

 

The Matchlock Gun, Walter D. Edmonds 

 Edward finds it necessary to use his father’s gun to protect his mother and siblings  

 from Indians. 

 

Men of Iron, Howard Pyle 

 A boy grows up and learns to become a knight. 
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Characterization Chart Name:_______________________ 

Character:______________________________________ 

Novel:_________________________________________ 
 

Speech  What does the character say? How does 
the character speak?  

Thoughts  What is revealed through the character’s 

private thoughts and feelings?  

Effect on others; their 

reaction to the 

character.  

What is revealed through the character’s 

effect on other people? How do other 
characters feel or behave in reaction to 

the character?  

Actions  What does the character do? How does 
the character behave?  

Looks  What does the character look like? How 
does the character dress?  

 

Type of 
Characterization 

Examples Explanation 

Speech 

 
 

 

  

Thoughts 

 
 

 

  

Effect on others 
 

 
 

  

Actions 
 

 
 

  

Looks 

 
 

 

  

 

Direct Characterization tells the audience what the personality of 

the character is.  
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Example: “The patient boy and quiet girl were both well 

mannered and did not disobey their mother.”  
 

Examples Explanation 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


