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Can I Trust the Bible? 

An Introduction to Inspiration, Canonicity, and the Textual Transmission of the Bible 

My Relationship with the Bible – Pivotal moments 

These commands that I give you today are to be upon your heart….Impress them on your children…. 

(Deuteronomy 6:6) 

Have you had any “pivotal moments” with the Scripture? When? What were they? How would you 

characterize your relationship with the Bible now? 

Purpose of this Seminar 

To provide an understanding of _________________________________________, surveying how the 

Bible was _______________________ by God, ________________________ by God’s people, and 

____________________________ over the millennia, so that Christians and Bible Students can have the 

___________________________ to build their lives on the Scripture, resulting in an increased love for 

the God who gave it to us. 

The Essential Question 

Is the Bible used today (and the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts upon which it is based) a faithful 

representation of the text as originally written by the authors of the Old and New Testaments?  

(G/N, p. 9) 

Why it matters? 

If I am going to base my life on this earth and my hope for eternity on the teachings and content of the 

Bible, then I should certainly want to know if it is _________________________ and _______________. 

14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are 

then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from 

the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then 

Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in 

your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in 

Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 15:14-19) 

No one’s faith should be a blind faith. It should be a ___________________________   and 

________________________  faith.  

“Though the Bible is indeed redemptive history, it is also redemptive history, and this means that the 

acts of salvation wrought by God actually occurred in the space-time world.” (R.C. Sproul, Explaining 

Inerrancy, p. 37) 
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Important Questions to Consider 

• Is the Bible God’s Word? 

• How did He give it to us? 

• Is it a divine book? Or a human book? Can it be both? 

• Can I trust it? Is it reliable? 

• Does the Bible need to be historically and factually accurate in order to be beneficial spiritually? 

• Has it been changed or altered? 

• How does it compare to other religious texts? 

• What do footnotes in my English Bible mean when they speak about the “manuscripts”? 

• Is what we read today really what they wrote then? 

 

Discuss: Why did you sign-up for this seminar and what do you hope to learn? What is one question you 

have about the Bible that you hope to get answered? 

Some Preliminary Questions: 

What is the Bible? 

The Bible is a collection of 66 books, written over a period of some 1000-1500 years, in three languages, 
by some 40 human authors from varying walks of life whose writing tells one overarching unified story 
and constitutes God’s divine message to humankind.  

What is the one overarching story the Bible tells?  

The Bible is the record of God’s glory and greatness seen in his plan to rescue and redeem a fallen 
humanity through Jesus Christ. 

(See also Max Ander’s 30 Days to Understanding the Bible, Thomas Nelson, 1988) 

Why is it called the “Bible”? 

From the ancient Greek "Biblos" - to Latin "Biblia" - to English "Bible."  Essentially, it means "The 
_________________. 

 

The 3 Components of General Bible Introduction: 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspiration Canonicity 

 

Transmission 

 

God’s Holy Spirit 

Speaking His Word to His 

Prophets/Apostles 

Leading His People to 

Recognize the Inspired books 
Overseeing the process of 

preserving His Word 
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Inspiration- the process by which God  _____________________________  the writing of the sacred 

Scriptures so that, without destroying the individual styles of the human writers, He nevertheless 

produced an __________________________,  __________________________,  and 

___________________________ book. (G/N, p. 452) 

Questions addressed: How did God reveal his word? To whom did he speak it? Does the Bible claim 

(specifically or by inference) to be the Inspired Word of God? What evidence do we have that the Bible 

is inspired? What are the autographs of the Bible? Is the Bible I own/read inspired? 

Related topics: Infallibility, Inerrancy 

Canonicity- the process by which the books that God’s Spirit had inspired were 

____________________________ by _________________  ______________________  as authoritative 

Scripture. The canon is “the ________________ of books that belong to the Holy Scriptures and that are 

reckoned as supremely authoritative for belief and conduct.” (Ewert, p. 65) 

Questions addressed: How was the Canon of Scripture determined? What is the basis upon which a 

book can be considered Scripture? How are the OT and NT books organized and why? Why do some 

Churches/Bibles include some books that others do not?  

Related topics: Apocrypha, Pseudopigrapha  

 

Transmission- the process by which the biblical  _______________________  have been 

___________________ and recopied down through the ages; the history of the text from the 

autographs to the present printed Hebrew and Greek Testaments. (G/N, p. 454) 

Questions addressed: What languages was the Bible written in? What writing materials were used over 

the centuries? What ancient manuscripts are extant (in existence) today? Why are there differences 

between these manuscripts? What is textual criticism? How is it possible to know which variants best 

represent the original writing?  

Related topics: The Dead Sea Scrolls, History of the Bible in English, The KJV controversy 
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Inspiration 
Definition (see above) 

1. The Word ________________________ occurs once in the NT (theopneustos, lit., 

“_____________________________” in 2 Tim 3:16. The idea is that the written Scriptures are just 

as much the Word of God as what God could orally speak. 

2. Technically, it is the ________________________ themselves, not the human _________________, 

that are inspired. Being “carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21), the human authors’ writing 

resulted in divinely inspired product.  

3. Inspiration did not override or nullify the human authors’ _______________________ or 

_____________________  __________________. God did not __________________ the Scriptures. 

Yet, God’s Spirit guided the authors so that what they wrote constituted the very words of God. 

4. Inspiration does not mean that the Bible ______________________ God’s truth as we read and 

understand it, but that as the breathed-out Word of God (who is supremely truthful and in whom 

there is nothing false), the Bible  _______ God’s truth. See John 17:17. “Your word is truth.” 

5. Technically speaking, inspiration applies only to the _______________________  

__________________  (autographa, or autographs) that the Spirit-guided authors wrote. 

Subsequent copies or translations of what they wrote can be considered inspired to the extent that 

they faithfully represent the original.   

6. _________________ – This means the Bible is inspired equally and completely throughout all 66 

books of the Canon.  “All Scripture is God-breathed and useful.” (2 Tim 3:16) 

7. _________________ – This means the Bible’s inspiration applies down to the very 

________________ the authors used, (not the just the ideas or concepts) 

 Jesus himself affirmed that not one  __________ (smallest letter in Hebrew is yodh and smallest 

letter in Greek is iota) or one _______________ (smallest stroke of a pen that distinguishes one 

letter from another) will pass away in the law until all is fulfilled (Matthew 5:18).  

8. Jesus Christ’s view of Scripture must guide ours. To be a follower of Christ means our view of 

Scripture is to be based on his view of Scripture.  

 

The accommodation theory: Was Jesus merely accommodating to the (ignorant) viewpoints of his 

audience? 

 

9. Jesus is the Living Word of God; the Scripture is the Written Word of God. Just as Jesus was fully 

human and fully divine, so also the Scripture, is simultaneously a human and divine book.  

10. Inspiration results in an _____________________ and ______________________ Scripture. 

 

What are the implications of Inspiration for you and me? 

• The Bible can be trusted _____________________________.  

• We can read it with the ____________________________ that God will speak to us through it. 
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Canonicity 
Definition (see above) 

1. The word “Canon” originally meant “ ________________________  ____________” and came to 

refer to those books that “measured up” so as to be considered part of Sacred Scripture.  

2. Key point: _____________________ determines canonicity. It was _________ who determined the 

canon.  

3. Canonicity was not the result of church councils or decree. The people of God simply 

___________________ those books that God’s Spirit had inspired. 

4. The “earmarks of inspiration,” include: 

• ______________________ – came with the authority of God 

• ____________________– was written by a man of God 

• ________________________ – told the truth about God 

• ______________________ – came with the power of God 

• _____________________ – was accepted by the people of God 

(Geisler, GI, p. 147) 

 

5. Jesus Christ himself is the ___________ to the Canon of Scripture.  

• The OT was endorsed by Jesus (and his apostles), so we can rest assured that the “law, the 

prophets, and the writings” (as Jesus designated the three parts of our OT) is the Word of God. 

(See Luke 24:25-27).  

• Jesus endorsed the NT Scriptures by promising that his Spirit would teach (his apostles) all things 

and bring to their remembrance everything he had taught them. (John 14:26). 

6. Writings from  ________________  ____________________ in the first few centuries AD indicate 

that while there was uneasiness or uncertainty about a few of the NT books, the major writings 

were accepted by almost all Christians by the middle of the 2nd century (100’s) AD. 

7. Athanasius’ Easter letter of 367 AD outlines for his parishioners  ________ authentic New Testament 

books, including the 4 gospels, Acts, and the General Epistles (James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1 & 2 & 3 John, 

and Jude), the 14 letters of Paul (including Hebrews), and John’s Revelation. Of the OT and these 27 

NT books he wrote, “In them alone is the good news of the teaching of true religion proclaimed: let 

no one add to them or take away anything of them.” 

 

Summary of Canonicity:  The formation of the canon of Scripture was clearly a human, and at times 

clunky, process. But we can be confident that the same Spirit who ___________ God’s people the 

Scripture is the same Spirit who ___________________  God’s people to recognize those books He had 

inspired. 
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Transmission of the Scripture Text and the Science of Textual Criticism 
Definition (see above) 

Where are the originals (the “autographs”)? 

They are no longer ___________________  (in existence, still existing). But since those originals 

constitute God’s inspired text, why did he not arrange for their continued existence down to today? Two 

reasons: 

1) Natural Reason – Ancient original documents of any type rarely survive; they 

__________________________  and  ______________________ due to the natural effects of 

sunlight, humidity, and air. 

2) Spiritual Reason – The tendency of humans to _________________  and  ___________________ 

relics and artifacts. (Compare Numbers 21:4-9 with 2 Kings 18:4) 

What is textual criticism? 

 Textual criticism is the science which seeks to reconstruct an original text by a careful analysis and 

evaluation of the manuscripts we presently possess. This task has to be accomplished with respect to all 

documents from antiquity – not just the Bible – that have reached us through manuscript copies. (R.C. 

Sproul, Explaining Inerrancy, p. 33) 

What is the goal of textual criticism? 

“the establishment of the _________  __________________________ ____________ from among the 

thousands of manuscripts and versions that have come down to us.” (Ewert, p. 270). 

Illustrations of everyday “textual criticism” 

• CUTIE PLE 

• Instruction manuals printed overseas 

What is a Variant? 

A variant is a reading of a verse or passage of Scripture in one manuscript that _____________ (or 

varies) in some way from other manuscripts of the same passage. The ______________  

____________________ of textual variants are as simple and obvious as misspelled or omitted words, 

having no real bearing on the meaning of the text.  A few larger variants consist in additional phrases or 

verses included in the text, (for example, Mark 16:9-20 or John 7:53-8:11).  

What are the types of variants found among the manuscripts of Scripture? 

Variants due to the Pitfalls of hand copying: 

• ________________________ words 

• An ___________________ word or a word copied twice 
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• ___________________________  of letters that look alike  

• Uncertainty of word ___________________________ 

• No ______________________ in written Hebrew originally 

Variants due to a copyist’s memory: 

• ___________________________ of the text: “Lord Jesus” becomes “Lord Jesus Christ.” “The 

twelve” becomes “The twelve disciples.” 

• Familiarity with _______________________  passages 

Variants based on an editor’s decision: 

• ___________________________: Editing a text to bring it into harmony with a parallel account. 

(Example: The Lord’s Prayer in Matthew and Luke, see below) 

• _______________________ apparent theological errors. (Example: In John 7:8 did Jesus say “I 

am not going up to this festival” or “I am not yet going up to this festival”? Interestingly, the 

1984 NIV reads “not yet” but the 2011 NIV reads “not.” The textual evidence is inconclusive on 

this question.) 

 

• Discuss: How do you feel or react to the notion that variants (or “mistakes”) have crept into the 

text of Scripture over the millennia? Does this possibility shake your confidence in the reliability 

of Scripture? 

 

How many variants are there? 

Some have suggested that there are some 200,000 variants or “errors” in the manuscripts currently on 

hand. By this accounting, the NT would appear to be unreliable and filled with errors. But this is 

misleading. The issue is how variants are counted. For example, if a word is misspelled in one 

manuscript, and over the years that manuscript becomes the basis for an additional 3000 copies, do we 

now have 3000 variants? No, it is really just one, and an insignificant one at that. 

Modern example: Even in computer produced, machine printed modern books errors can occur. I found 

a misspelling (“Isreal”) in my 1991 printing (the “second improved edition”) of the NIV Thompson Chain-

Reference Bible at 1 Kings 15:31. If this were a production run of 100,000 Bibles, do we now have 

100,000 errors? No, it’s just one error, reproduced 100,000 times. And in any case, there is no confusion 

in the meaning of the text. 

Evaluation of variant readings: 

For the English Bible readers: Most variants are ignored by English Bible versions due to their obvious 

nature and because there is no doubt as to the original reading.  The NIV Bible uses  

________________________ to alert us to some variants where the original reading is open to 

discussion. But even here, no significant doctrine or theology is impacted by these questions. 
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For Hebrew and Greek students and scholars: Modern editions of Hebrew and Greek Scriptures contain 

________________________  __________________________ in which variants are presented, listing 

the manuscripts, versions, ancient translations, and church fathers that attest to them, and evaluating 

their relative merits. 

Evaluating Variants Presented in NIV Footnotes 

Example: NIV 2011 footnote “f” on 1 Samuel 2:17. 

• Should it read “for THEY were treating the Lord’s offering with contempt,” or “for PEOPLE were 

treating the Lord’s offering with contempt.”? 

 

Example: NIV 2011 footnote “b” on Luke 11:4. 

• Should the Lord’s Prayer end with the phrase, “and lead us not into temptation,” or include the 

phrase “but deliver us from the evil one.”  

 

Example: NIV 2011 footnote “a” on Mark 9:29 

Should the text read “This kind can come out only by prayer,” or “This kind can come out only by prayer 

and fasting,”?  

Example: NIV 2011 Note prior to John 7:53-8:11 

• Should the account of the woman caught in adultery be included in the Gospel of John when the 

oldest and most reliable manuscripts do not contain it? 

 

Does the abundance of manuscript variants cast doubt on the reliability of the text of our Bibles 

today? 

1. Rather than casting doubt, the abundance of manuscripts actually enables us to have 

____________________  _______________________ as to the original reading of the Scripture text. 

2. Illustrations: 

• Writing out the Gospel of John 

• Copying a page of Don’s notes 

3. Quotes from experts: 

“For more than 99 % of the cases, the original text can be reconstructed to a practical certainty. Even in 

the few cases where some perplexity remains, this does not impinge on the meaning of Scripture to the 

point of clouding a tenet of faith or a mandate of life.” (R.C. Sproul, Explaining Inerrancy, p. 33) 
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“The real concern is with the thousandth part of the entire text.” (A.T. Robertson, Introduction to the 

Textual Criticism of the New Testament, c. 1925) 

“Not one of the so-called errors affects the claims that Jesus is God, was born of a virgin, did miracles, 

lived a sinless life, died on the cross for our sins, rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, or is coming 

again.” (Geisler and Tunnicliffe, Reasons for Belief, p. 102) 

“It is reassuring at the end to find that the general result of all these discoveries and all this study is to 

strengthen the proof of the authenticity of the Scriptures, and our conviction that we have in our hands 

in substantial integrity, the veritable Word of God.” (Sir Frederick Kenyon, The Story of the Bible, 1936, 

revised by F.F. Bruce in 1967).   

“There is far more solid evidence for the New Testament than for any other ancient document. No other 

ancient account has more manuscripts to check and compare. No other has been more accurately 

copied.” (Geisler & Tunnicliffe, p. 117) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“But I don’t believe the Bible!” 

Well, you should! Here’s why: 

• There are more extant copies of the NT than any other ancient 

book. 

• The NT has been better copied and preserved than any other 

ancient book. 

• The NT was written by normal trustworthy people, (not unstable 

quacks or nut cases). 

• The NT authors were eyewitnesses of the events they recorded. 

• And they wrote to people who could research it for themselves. 
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Conclusion: You can trust the Bible! 

Build your life on the Bible. You don’t have to be a scholar, have all the answers, or understand it 

completely. Just read it. That’s your part. God has already done his part….and his Spirit will continue to 

speak to you as you read it, believe it, and build your life on it.  

 

Psalm 1 

Blessed is the one 

    who does not walk in step with the wicked 

or stand in the way that sinners take 

    or sit in the company of mockers, 

but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 

    and who meditates on his law day and night. 

That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

    which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither— 

    whatever they do prospers. 

 

 

Thank you for being part of this seminar!!! 
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Recommended Reading (and Listening) 

 

Allegro, J.M. The Dead Sea Scrolls. Penguin Books, 1956. 

Note: J.M. Allegro served on the initial team of translators of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and as such includes 

interesting details on how they were discovered, collected and translated. Of particular interest is 

chapter 4, The Biblical Texts, as he compares The Qumran text of 1 Samuel with that of the LXX and the 

Masoretic text. 

Bruce, F.F. History of the Bible in English, 3rd ed. Oxford University Press, 1978. 

Bruce, F.F. The Books and the Parchments: How We Got Our English Bible. Flemming H. 

Revell Company, 1950. 

Ewert, David. A General Introduction to the Bible, (Previously, From Ancient Tablets to Modern 

Translations). Academie Books Zondervan, 1990.   

Geisler, Norman L., and Patty Tunnicliffe. Reasons for Belief: Easy-to-Understand Answers to 

10 Essential Questions. Bethany House, 2013.  

Note: This is an easy-to-read apologetic of the Christian faith. Chapter 7 is particularly pertinent to the 

discussion of the reliability of the New Testament. 

Geisler, Norman L., and William E. Nix. A General Introduction to the Bible. Moody Press, 

1983.  

Note: This book is a great resource, first published in 1968. It thoroughly covers the topics of Inspiration, 

Canonicity, and Transmission of the Bible text. Of particular value is the glossary on pp. 449-455. 

Greenlee, J. Harold. Introduction to New Testament Textual Criticism. Eerdman’s Publishing 

Company, 1964. 

Gromacki, Robert G. Translations on Trial: Is Your Bible the Word of God? Back to the Bible, 

1990. 

Note: This 62-page booklet was written in response to the confusion created by the vast proliferation of 

new Bible translations in the 1980’s. It’s a great overview of history of Bible transmission and 

translation. 

Hawkins, Greg L. and Cally Parkinson. MOVE, What 1000 Churches Reveal about Spiritual 

Growth. Zondervan, 2011. 
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Kenyon, Sir Frederic. Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts. Harper & Row Publishers, 1958.  

Note: This is a scholarly treatment from the foremost authority on ancient documents, leading the 

reader to a thorough confidence in the reliability of the Scripture documents. 

Metzger, Bruce Manning. The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption, and 

Restoration. Oxford University Press, 1968. 

Note: This is the best book I’ve ever read on the history and science of Textual Criticism 

Sproul, R.C. Explaining Inerrancy. Ligonier Ministries, 1996. 

Note: This 74-page booklet explains the thought process behind the drafting of the 1978 “Chicago 

Statement on Biblical Inerrancy.” 

Wallace, Daniel. Is What We Have Now What They Wrote Then?, Chapel Message/Podcast, 

February 27, 2020. Available here: https://ciuclassics.org/sessions/02-27-2020-dr-daniel-

wallace-is-what-we-have-now-what-they-wrote-then/ 

White, James R. The King James Only Controversy: Can You Trust Modern Translations? 

Bethany House Publishers, 2009. 

Note: This book demonstrates respect and appreciation for the KJV while addressing the logical and 

scholarship failures of the KJV-Only movement. 
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