


What We Believe
Occasional settings call for churches to state their convictions,  

policies, and practices relative to specific issues of doctrine or ethics.  
At other times, it may be necessary to give the reasoning behind  

a change of policy on some issue of judgment that influences church 
staffing, worship, evangelism, or missionary work. This is a series of 

documents designed to state the consensus view of the Harpeth Hills 
shepherds and teaching ministers. 

Churches of Christ are non-creedal, and we attempt to follow  
biblical teaching rather than human guidelines for our faith and practice.  

At the same time, we are aware that intelligent and godly people  
do not always come to the same conclusions about matters  

of biblical interpretation.

These short statements are attempts to define the understanding  
of several key doctrines that guide our life together as a church.
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The Nature of God
We believe in the one God who is Creator, Ruler, and Redeemer of the world. 

We affirm that there are three distinct persons: God the Father Almighty, God the Eternal Word  
and Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The term generally used to describe the relationship of these three 
equal persons is the Holy Trinity. Just as two separate persons can be one in marriage because of their 

covenant unity (Gen 2:24), so are Father, Word, and Spirit one God in their unity of nature and purpose. 
Thus, we sometimes speak of the mutual love and unity of the divine family—Father, Son, and Spirit— 

as the ideal model for both the human family (Matt 19:6) and the church (John 17:21). 

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called;  
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” 

(Eph 4:4-6; cf. Matt 28:19-20).

We believe in God the Father Almighty—Creator of Heaven and Earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
In using the language of fatherhood in Scripture, we believe God is inviting all people to see Him  

as a loving provider who uses His great creative power for the benefit of His human creatures.  
Therefore, we pray, “Our Father in Heaven ...” (Matt 6:9).

We believe in Jesus Christ—the Eternal Word (Logos) who has been revealed to us in human form. 
The purpose of God’s entry into flesh was not only to reveal the divine glory to us (John 1:1,14) but also 

to redeem His physical creation from the curse of sin and, most particularly, to rescue human beings 
from evil (Rom 8:18-25; John 3:16). The life of Christ as revealed in Scripture serves as the standard 

in our relationships and attitudes toward others (Phil 2:1-8).

We believe in the Holy Spirit—the indwelling presence of God both in the church (1 Cor 3:16) 
and in the body of every Christian (1 Cor 6:19). The Spirit of God is among the people of God 

to empower them for holy living (Eph 3:16) and to assist all those who belong to the community 
of faith in our attempts to live within the divine will (Rom 8:26-27).

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” 

(2 Cor 3:14).



The Church
 Jesus promised to build His church (Matt 16:18), and Paul declared that it was “bought  

with [Jesus’] own blood” (Acts 20:28). Anything so central to the work of Jesus and  
so valuable that He would die for it should be important to us as well.

We believe Christ’s church came into existence on the first Pentecost following the resurrection  
of Jesus from the dead. The story of that day—the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-21), the preaching 

of the gospel (Acts 2:22-36), and the response of 3,000 to Christ (Acts 2:37-47)—resulted in  
the formation of a Christ-centered community that has continued until this day.  

That church exists in diverse local groups around the world.

The church is not a building or street address on a map. It is not a Sunday-morning event. Instead,  
we understand the church to be a Christ-formed community of acceptance, accountability, and nurture 

where continuous transformation by the Spirit of God takes place to the glory of God the Father.  
In the 2,000 years since Pentecost Day of A.D. 30, Satan has been successful in fragmenting and dividing 

Christ’s church into rival groups. We lament division in Christ’s body and seek to respect the unity  
Jesus prayed for among His people (John 17:21).

We want to live as citizens of Heaven (Phil 3:20) who are exiles in a culture that needs to  
see the beauty, life, and power of God as an alternative to the anger, violence, and hatred of our  

present age. We are not our own; we belong to God by the purchase price of the blood of Messiah 
Jesus. Together, we seek to bear witness to the power of God’s grace at work in human lives and invite 

others to open their lives to that same presence and power in them. Because we are saved by grace  
(Eph 2:8-9), we seek to honor the Savior in our corporate existence and personal lives.

In terms of modern church history, Harpeth Hills Church of Christ is rooted in the American  
Restoration Movement—sometimes also called the Stone-Campbell Movement—of the nineteenth  

century. Concerned for the division among Christian denominations on the American frontier,  
various persons called for the unity of believers by means of a return to a common practice of the  

original, essential, and universal features of the Christian religion. 

The goal of this movement was unity in Christ through the elevation of Scripture above human creeds, 
confessions, and denominations. As with other “unity movements” in Christian history, the American 
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Restoration Movement has not always been true to its principles and has contributed to division  
by some of its distinctive interpretations of Scripture.

The Harpeth Hills Church is a welcoming body that invites everyone—from curious  
to committed, from skeptic to scholar, from doubter to devotee—to join us in exploring the life,  

teachings, and claims of Jesus Christ. We teach and uphold what we believe honors Christ.  
The Final Judgment of all humanity is reserved for Christ at His return (Acts 17:31).

Until Christ comes back for His people, our task is to worship God in the splendor of His holiness  
(Psa 96:9) and to tell the world of the free gift of eternal life in Jesus (Rom 6:23). We believe that lives 
disoriented and wrecked by sin can be healed by the restorative power of the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:10).

We challenge ourselves as a church to obey the two great commandments identified by Jesus  
of Nazareth–to love God wholeheartedly and to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matt 22:36-40).  

We attempt to practice what Scripture calls “pure and faultless” religion through compassion  
and personal righteousness (Jas 1:27).


