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Christmas Series 2022 - God With Us  (week 3)
Matthew 1:20-23

The 7 Hebrew names of God and what it means for us today

All of us have things that have marked and defined our lives, and Christmas season has a way
of bringing these things back up.  In spite of that, God can lay his hand on us in his Grace
and Mercy.  We have an invisible sign in Bridge Church that says, “No perfect people allowed”,
and another one that says, “There is no perfect church.” If we were perfect, we wouldn’t
need Jesus.

We never just wake up one day and wish for bad things to happen to us - to come and knock
the wind out of us - but God comes and divinely orders our paths and helps us to navigate
even great loss and disappointments.  We may have wondered if we would ever be worthy
to serve God again - or if we’re only damaged goods carrying our load of baggage behind us.
We cry out to God, “Can You ever use me?  I’m damaged.  I’m a statistic.  I’ve made so many
mistakes.  So much damage has happened - how could You possibly use me?”

God is a Shepherd - Jehovah-Shammah.  He’s a Good Shepherd - a Good Father.  He is also
Jehovah-Tsidkenu.  JEHOVAH - Hebrew; Tetragrammaton = YHWH - all consonants in the
Hebrew language, and we translate and transliterate that into Jehovah (so we can actually
pronounce it).  Jehovah precipitates something coming after it (Jehovah - The God Who is...)
Jehovah-Shammah - The-God-Who-is-Our-Shepherd; and Jehovah-Tsidkenu - Jehovah-is-
Our-Righteousness.

We need to understand that, if we have a past, and are in Christ, it is under the blood of Jesus.
There is something called the righteousness of God - he is Jehovah-Tsidkenu - our Righteousness,
and Scripture says we have been made to be the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.
We didn’t produce it - we didn’t create it - No, he has made us to be the righteousness of God
(the ability to stand upright).  If any of us have ever had a failure in our life, we know what
it’s like to be bent over by the weight of shame and the weight of condemnation - the weight
of guilt - of feeling unworthy - of feeling like our new identity is now damaged, cracked, or broken.



But God...

He can make the next season of our life the best one ever, because the God who restores -
the God who is my Righteousness - who is my Shepherd - who is my Peace - who is my
Banner of Victory - is now operating in my life again in a powerful way.  Our God is a God
who restores - who redeems - who loves us when we are at our messiest.  We need to
understand how and what God thinks about us.

The front page of BridgeFbg.com captures the best of who we are: “Welcome to the Bridge.
You were never loved more or less by God on your worst day, in your darkest moment,
while making your greatest mistake, than you were on your best day, in your brightest moment,
while making your greatest decision.” We need to know that God loves us on our worst day,
and he doesn’t love us any less than he does on our best day.  If we are broken and hurting
today, we need to know that God loves us and that he is there for us.

We’re looking at the names of God through this holiday season, and we’ve already covered these: 
1]  Jehovah-Nissi - God is my Banner of Victory - Exodus 17:16.  We’re learning how

to pray these names - “Father, I thank You that You are Jehovah-Nissi.  You are my Banner
of Victory, and because You are, we can take a victory lap and say, ‘This is my Banner of Victory!’
What’s beautiful as a follower of Jesus, we don’t have to have an obvious win to carry a
Banner of Victory.  We were born - we woke up this morning - we already hit the lottery -
we’re in Christ - we’re already winning.

2]  Jehovah-Jireh - God Who Provides - Genesis 22:13-14.  Jesus told a story of how
he takes care of the birds of the air and the flowers of the field - how they don’t worry or toil
- they don’t spin or get anxious - they just do what they were created to do, and in that doing,
God provides. He is their Provider - Jehovah-Jireh.

3]  Jehovah-Rapha - He is the God Who Heals - Exodus 15:26
4]  Jehovah- Shalom - He Is God our Peace - Judges 6:24

Today we look at the next two names of God: Jehovah-Rohi - God Our Way and Shepherd;
and Jehovah-Tsidkenu - God of Righteousness (even on our worst day).



Matthew 1:18-23 NIV - The Christmas Narrative
“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to
be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through
the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want
to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins.’   All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet: ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’).”

John 1:14 NKJV
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Eugene Peterson translated it in the Message Bible as, “The Word became flesh and blood,
and moved into the neighborhood.” Pastor Jimmy says it this way, “Jesus put on an earth suit,
and moved into the neighborhood.” 

Jehovah-Rohi: God Our Way and Shepherd

Psalm 23:1-2 NKJV
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want [I will not lack for any good thing].  He makes me
to lie down in green pastures [this is what a Shepherd does - he provides]; He leads me
[this is also what a Shepherd does - he leads by the sound of his voice] beside the still waters
[my Shepherd who is also my Provider].”

Shepherds lead - they don’t necessarily drive - the sheep respond to them because they know
their shepherd’s voice - because they spend day and night together, searching for those
green pastures and still waters. “He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me
[where?] beside the still waters.” You can’t live without water.  Another thing a shepherd carries
is a shepherd’s staff or crook.  We often think of a staff as being something a shepherd would
carry to bump the sheep to move them - to get them back in line, and in our minds, we see
that picture of a crook being used as a tool - but, actually a staff was designed to be a weapon.



Why would a shepherd carry a weapon?  - for the same reason that God carries a weapon
on our behalf - because there are predators out there, and God who is our Shepherd -
our Good Shepherd - wants to protect his sheep.  The enemy might break through the lines
sometimes to get through, and get a shot in - and trauma occurs and life happens and wheels
fall off and things break - but God ultimately is going to provide and protect.

It comes down to one word for us - the word Trust - do we trust? The word faith actually
means trust.  In the Amplified Bible, it means to adhere to, to trust in, to believe. “Do I trust Him
to be my Provider - my Shepherd - and to protect and cover me?” We all may have bumps,
bruises, dents, and scratches, but we’re here - we still have breath in our lungs - we still have
purpose, because “where there’s a pulse, there’s a purpose and a promise.”

We still have something to do - something to say. Those of us with beautiful silver hair -
our life experience - we are qualified to say something that matters, more now than ever.
So don’t be silent - but do let’s be kind.  Don’t let age and experience and disappointments
make us bitter - do let it make us better, because the next generations need to hear from us -
what we’ve learned - what we value - and then quit panicking whenever some little piece of
news comes along.  We’ve seen enough to know that these cycles come and go like a
Texas thunderstorm - so there’s no reason to panic.  God’s got this - better yet, he’s got us.

So, they need you - they need your voice, like God the Shepherd’s voice.  Even David the shepherd,
besides having a staff, had a sling that came in handy when he wooped a bear - when he
wooped a giant.  He took them down with a sling - a skilled protector - the shepherd.

John 10:10 NIV
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.”

That verse was given in the context of shepherding.  What is a thief?  A thief is a wolf -
a predator.  Jesus says, as a Shepherd, “I have come that they may have life, and have it
to the full.” That’s Jesus - the Good Shepherd - Jehovah-Shalom.



Jehovah-Tsidkenu: God of Righteousness

Jeremiah 23:6 ESV
“In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.  And this is the name by which
he will be called: ‘The LORD is our Righteousness.’ “

2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.”

These verses are speaking about Jesus - the One who knew no sin - had no sin - made to
be sin. God loved us so much “that he gave his one and only Son...” - sound familiar?
(John 3:16).  Jesus cried out, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?... My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46)  Why? - it was in that moment that this happened - “God made
him who knew no sin...”  - in that moment - to be sin for us.  How can we not praise him?
How can we sit on our hands?  This is a miracle!

So that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  It doesn’t matter how many cracks
our bucket has in it, God can fix that bucket - he can give us a new bucket - and he can fill it
with himself to overflowing Life.  Where there are chinks, he’ll just leak right out of that too -
and he’ll re-fill it! Some of us think we’re disqualified because of the things that have happened
in our lives, and maybe even through the decisions or choices we made.  We think we’re
disqualified, but here’s the bottom line - he doesn’t make us able to become righteous by
doing good - he makes us righteous in spite of us being bad.

That’s the God who is Jehovah-Tsidkenu.  He makes us able to stand upright, and walk into
his throne room - the throne of Grace - that’s made entirely of Grace - where he says that if
we will come before that throne - not in shame or fear - but he says, “come boldly before
the throne of Grace.” That’s only because we’ve been made right - we’ve had the ability
now to stand upright - and as we walk in before him, he says. “You’re going to be met with
Mercy and Grace to help in your time of need.”  

So, if the enemy’s been telling you in your mind - using your voice in a mirror, that you’re not
worthy to serve him - that you’re not worthy to share your faith - that you’re too broken -
that you’ve made too many mistakes, and because people know about your mistakes, that they
won’t believe you - No -  they’ll see the change in your life, and they’ll say, “I used to know
that person.  They’re not the same person anymore.” They need to see you.  It’s time to shine!



Some of us have been quiet because of our shame, our guilt, and the condemnation on our lives
- and yet, Romans 8:1 tells us, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus.” - none! We’ve been made the righteousness of God in Christ.  It’s time to
walk like it.  It’s time to stand up.  Why are we slouching?  Stand upright!  Quit slouching
in the spirit!

Romans 3:21-24 NIV
“But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law
and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness is given through faith [trusting, adhering to,
believing] in Jesus Christ to all who believe [trust, adhere to]. There is no difference between
Jew and Gentile, for all [all] have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus [this is ours today -
not someday - this is ours today!]”

Righteousness from God - Jehovah-Tsidkenu - not from you.  You’re not smart enough -
bright enough - good enough - none of us are!  That’s why we need a Savior - and once we
have him, we get the full-meal-deal. He biggy-sizes us without our even asking for it.
“apart from the law [those 613 rules devised by the pharisaical-levitical priesthood] the
righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify
[something’s coming! - greater than this - in what Jesus called a new and better covenant]”

This Christmas, whatever weight you’re carrying (and it’s legitimate, because life can be hard
- it’s brutal out there), but, could you for a moment - by faith, shake it off - by faith, stand upright
and say, “Wait a minute - no matter what has happened - no matter what I have suffered -
God has made me to be the righteousness of God in Christ.  I can stand up.  I can come
before his throne with boldness - with audacity.”

You can audaciously come before him.  You know what he says? - he doesn’t care - he says,
“Come on!  Don’t hide in the corner.  Don’t crawl on broken glass to get to Me!  Just come on in!”
That’s how much he loves you.  It’s not fair - it’s not.  He loves you anyway, and there’s nothing
you can do about it, but just receive it and welcome it - embrace it!



Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the gift - that free gift of Life in Christ - to trust You - to lean upon You

and to adhere to You.  You made us righteous - able to stand.  When everything in this world

wants to knock us down - when everything wants to tether us to our past - You come and

cut the cord and tell us, ”You’re not going to be dragged back by that, or be held back by

your past. I’ve cut the cord.  You’re with Me, now.  Stand up!  Quit slouching - stand!”

Father, thank You for being our Good Shepherd - our Protector - our Provider - the One

Who leads us by still waters - Who makes us lie down in green pastures.  You restore our souls.

Lord, every person who has been hurting through this season - even for a moment, Lord,

that You would lift it off them.  Let them catch their breath and receive your Grace.

Thank You that You are here right now and You are available to us.  We invite You in -

we need You - we need Your help.  We can’t do this alone.  We need You.  Thank You for being

our Righteousness and our Shepherd!  We give You honor and we praise You and worship You.

In Jesus’ name.   Amen


