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Heaven in the Real World - Part 2
“For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, 

a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” (2 Corinthians 5:1 NKJV)

Our hearts remember Eden.  Our spirits long for Heaven.

Our daily lives can be exhausting - in this life as we know it.  In this landscape and time, we are
completely inundated and overwhelmed with the amount of information that we take in on a
regular basis.  This generation is being sold a bill of goods, and it’s creating an urgency
where we feel the need to fix everything today - right now - where we don’t want the long view
but the short view - where it’s about the present.  But, from a biblical perspective, we need
to learn to live our lives with Heaven in view, because that shifts our perspective.

In the middle of all this craziness, motion, and movement, we’re being whelmed over by the
sheer amount of information that’s coming into our phones, our t.v.’s, our screens, and our lives.
We spend time at the office on screens, and we come home, with more screens to meet us
- and in the middle of all that, we’re being whelmed over.  Everything in us comes to a
screeching halt when we’re confronted by the passing of someone close to us, and we are
forced to consider what really matters about life, as opposed to everything we’ve been inundated
with on our screens - the information, movement, motion and speed.

Even here in Fredericksburg we can be connected to the same grind and cycle of the big cities
if we’re living on our screens - it’s the same pace as in New York City when we’re living
“plugged in”.  That draws us into now being completely overwhelmed by the moment, which
becomes the enemy of our souls and of our peace.  It all becomes as thieves that steal our peace
and our joy - like “the thief [who] does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.
[But Jesus said,] I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”
(John 10:10 NKJV). 

That’s what we’re looking for, and we won’t find that in the constant news feeds.  As we begin
studying and reading about it, we start to realize the joy in knowing that someday we will see
our loved ones again, and we will become more energized - stronger - more passionate -
and more committed to the Gospel than ever before, because we have nothing to lose.
Everything in life becomes a win-win situation.  If we die, we get to see our loved ones and
Jesus face to face.  If we don’t go, but we stay longer on this earth, it’s a win because we
get to drag a lot more people with us.



To live with the end in view, the idea that we know where we’re going, when we also know
who we are, we’ll know what to do.  When we know who we are in Christ - where we understand
our identity in Christ - our life in Christ - that our life is Christ - Christ in us, the hope of Glory
- we find ourselves in him.  When we know where we’re going, we’ll know who to be.

The word heaven is referenced over seven hundred times in the Bible, but in the Church today,
the two things we don’t talk about are Heaven and hell.  But, we need to be honest about it
and talk about it, because if we don’t know Jesus, then the end-game is not good for us.
If we’re consumed with the moment and our screens - our jobs - bingeing Netflix - what is
happening all around us - politics and entertainment - then we won’t have any time to think
about it.

"Nothing is more often misdiagnosed than our homesickness for Heaven. We think that
what we want is sex, drugs, alcohol, a new job, a raise, a doctorate, a spouse, a large-screen
television, a new car, a cabin in the woods, a condo in Hawaii.  What we really want is the Person
we were made for, Jesus, and the place we were made for, Heaven. Nothing less can satisfy us."
(Randy Alcorn, from his book Heaven).

“Your heart is made for the Kingdom of God.  This might be the most important thing anyone
will ever tell you about yourself.  Your heart only thrives in one habitat, and that safe place
is called the Kingdom of God.” (Randy Alcorn, from his book All Things New).

“Because Satan hates us [he hates you and has a strategy against you], he’s determined to
rob us of the joy we’d have if we believed what God tells us about the magnificent world to come”
(Randy Alcorn, from his book Heaven).

When we begin to live with Heaven in view, we begin to think in biblical terms - not Hollywood
terms - and we shake off the image from Looney Tunes of the “angelic” Sylvester the cat on
a cloud, with a halo and wings, strumming a lyre.  What if we then really come to believe
that where we are going is so amazing and so beyond our minds and comprehension - the
magnificence of it - that we’ll actually have things to do in Heaven - satisfying and holy work
- like in the Garden of Eden?



Something in our hearts remembers Eden, and now there’s a God-shaped vacuum in us.
We were created in the Imago Dei - the image of God - where there’s something in us innate
- something inherent - that remembers Eden.  We get glimpses of Heaven, watching a sunrise
or a cloud formation - a mountain, river, or stream - where something in us resonates - and
it feels strangely familiar, yet otherworldly, where that creates “a moment”, and we’re completely
awe-struck just looking at it - our hearts remembering from where we came - Eden, a type
and shadow of what’s to come - Heaven.  Our hearts remember Eden.  Our hearts long
for Heaven.

We come to a place, having seen enough in life, that we begin to realize what’s really important
is not what’s right here in front of us.  In Heaven, we’ll have things to do - with a glorified body
- a physical body.  Scripture tells us that all things will be made new - a new Heaven and a
new earth - and we will occupy that space - and it will be glorious, because sin will not have
tainted that world.

Colossians 3:1-2 NKJV
“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting
at the right hand of God.  Set [fix - dig your heels in and say, “I’m not moving.”] your mind
on things above, not on things on the earth.”

That is a metaphor, where Jesus sits on a throne at the right hand of God - a place of favor
and authority, and, as followers of Jesus, we’ve been raised up with him, and are seated
in Christ in heavenly places at the right hand of the Father.  We also carry the favor and authority
of God on our lives.  That’s Good News!

2 Corinthians 5:1-6 NLT
“For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and
leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God
himself and not by human hands.  We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to
put on our heavenly bodies like new clothing.  For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not
be spirits without bodies.  While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it's
not that we want to die and get rid of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on
our new bodies so that these dying bodies will be swallowed up by life.  God himself has
prepared us for this, and as a guarantee [proof] he has given us his Holy Spirit.  So we are
always confident, even though we know that as long as we live in these bodies we are not
at home with the Lord.”



The whole context of that is about Heaven - believing Heaven is real - and we live with
Heaven in view.  Something happens - we become confident - and we know where we’re going.
We then become even more confident of this every day, as we read, study, and immerse
ourselves in his Word.

When we know who we are, we will know what to do - 
and when we know (are confident of) where we are going, we will...

1]  Know what to believe - because it’s spelled out in Scripture, and we’ll know what’s not true
- that all that matters in this life is what’s in front of us and what we can see.  That is not
what we believe.  Our eyes - our minds - are set on something much greater.  When we know
where we are - where we’re going - we’ll know how to be confident.  When we know we win
the game, we can get up and swing for the fence.

2]  Know how to become - who God has called us to be.  We’ll know our lane, our purpose,
and our destiny in God.

3]  Know how to be still - The Bible says we are to “Be still, and know that I am God...”
(Psalm 46:10 NKJV). We are so “spun up” constantly.  We’ll know how to rest in the chaos of
this world.  Jesus slept on a boat in the middle of a storm because he understood that he was
a citizen of another kingdom - his mind was in another place - he set his mind “on things above,
not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:2 NKJV)  He knew where he was going, so he could
sleep in the middle of a storm.

4]  Know how to behave - when we’re confident that God has already done this - that Jesus
has already won the war - he’s already prepared a place for us - a dwelling reserved and
guaranteed by the Holy Spirit.  That informs what we do now.  We’ll know how to behave
when we know we’ve won the game.  We can behave with joy and life.

5]  Know how to belong - We’ll desire to connect, because we understand the value of what
is beyond our natural propensities.  We’ll know the value of the Body of Christ - the family
of God - and of us “doing life” together.  We’ll know how to belong - how to connect.

6]  Know how to be joyful - when we truly believe this, we can’t help but laugh - praise -
smile - because we know we’ve already won - the game’s already over - we can’t mess it up
- we can’t break it, because we know the end-game.

7]  Know how to be filled and overflowing - This Holy Spirit - this Guarantee - the One who
gives us the ability and the power to walk by faith and not by sight - who fills us to the full
and to overflowing.



Prayer

Father, thank You for saving us and for rescueing us.  Give us grace to re-orient our mind-set.

Remove and heal all of the dark places in our lives.  Lord, open our eyes so that we will get

Heaven in view, and so we’ll fix our minds - set our minds - on things above and not on the earth.

Lord Jesus, we give this time to You - more informed than when we started - that You are

literally our Waymaker - You’re making a way where there seemed to be no way.  You’re making

a road in the desert - a highway in the wilderness.  We’re following You - confident - that

we know where we’re going.

We honor You and give You praise today, with our mind-set reoriented - our vision changed

and shifted as we set our minds on things above.  We anticipate the glory that’s to come,

and that informs everything we do now.  We pray that our view of Heaven will change the life

we live on earth.  In Jesus’ name.   Amen


