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SERIES - NO PERFECT PEOPLE ALLOWED

“Sarah - An Issue of Trust”
God takes our messes and turns them into masterpieces

2 Corinthians 12:9 ESV

Welcome to the “March of the Unqualified”.  You’re in the right place!  God wants to use you
in your worst moment and on your worst day.  When God anoints an individual, he doesn’t
do it because they’re righteous in themselves.  He doesn’t empower them because they’ve
got it all together.  He anoints us because he chooses to, and because he loves us - and
know this - you are loved.

After Humpty Dumpty fell, all the king’s horses and men couldn’t put him together again -
but God can! That’s the whole point of this series, “No Perfect People Allowed”, as we look
at God’s Word and people from the Bible who we tend to remember selectively, like we remember
“the good old days”.

Sometimes we get ahead of God

Why do we do that?  It’s a “trust” issue, and sometimes we just don’t want to wait.  There are
a lot of people in the Bible who also had issues of not wanting to wait, and one of them was
a wonderful lady named Sarah.

Genesis 12:1 NIV
“The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your father's household
to the land I will show you.’ ”

God told Abraham, “I want you to go, but I’m not going to tell you where until you start going.”
Any of us would first want to know where we’re going, but Abraham had to tell Sarah that
God had spoken, and that they’d be leaving everything that was familiar - everything they’d
worked for - and going to a place that God would show them on the way.  Sarah then had to do
two things: she had to trust her husband and his ability to hear God, and she had to trust
God, himself.

Genesis 12:2-4 NIV
"I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and
you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  So Abram went, as the LORD had
told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran.”



A promise came with that, but Scripture never tells us that Sarah heard God herself, so she
had to trust Abraham and God.

Hebrews 11:11-12 NIV
“And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children
because she considered him faithful who had made the promise.  And so from this one man,
and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
countless as the sand on the seashore.”

Sarah wasn’t perfect.  She was a “Mrs. Dumpty”.  Her life was broken and she made mistakes
- she took a shortcut to God’s will.  Looking back in the Hall of Faith, there is no mention of
the fully human moments of those who pioneered and advanced the Kingdom of God in
their time, because when God looks back, he doesn’t see our mistakes, missteps, or mishaps
- he sees us through the lens of forgiveness, mercy, and grace.  In the highlight reel in Hebrews
chapter eleven, none of them are identified by their mistakes, but only by their victories in God.
That’s Grace.

Genesis 16:1-5 NIV
“Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named
Hagar; so she said to Abram, ‘The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with
my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.’ Abram agreed to what Sarai said.  So after
Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar
and gave her to her husband to be his wife.  He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When
she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress.  Then Sarai said to Abram,
‘You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that
she knows she is pregnant, she despises me.  May the LORD judge between you and me.’ "

Did Sarah trust God and her husband?  She did have a fully human moment.  She decided
that God wasn’t working fast enough, and she laughed and mocked the promise of God.
She got tired of waiting, and, as a result, Ishmael was born and would later become an enemy
of Isaac, the son of promise.

Genesis 18:9-15 NIV
"Where is your wife Sarah?" they asked him. ‘There, in the tent,’ he said. Then one of them said,
‘I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.’
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him.  Abraham and Sarah
were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to
herself as she thought, ‘After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?’



Then the LORD said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child,
now that I am old?'  Is anything too hard for the LORD?  I will return to you at the appointed
time next year, and Sarah will have a son.’  Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, ‘I did not
laugh.’  But he said, ‘Yes, you did laugh.’ "

After Sarah’s mistake, she was afraid and tried to cover herself by lying, but, one year later,
the son of promise was born, just as God said.  God could have said to Sarah, “Because of
your disobedience and lack of trust, I’m pulling this promise away from you.”  But, as we see
in Scripture, that’s not the heart and nature of God.

Sometimes we think that if we make a mistake after God has given a promise - maybe we’ve
taken a promise from Scripture for ourselves, but now we make a judgement in our mind saying,
“If I don’t do everything just right, then God is going to come in and rob me of that blessing.”
But that’s not scriptural, and it’s not true, that God will withhold something from us.  He loves us
so much! He is so for us. The last thing he’s ever going to do is come in and rip us off.

Romans 8:31 NIV
“What, then, shall we say in response to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us?”

God is for us, and he’s able to retrieve us no matter where we are.  We’re here.  It’s not over.
We’re not done - and we’re not too old to fulfill the promises of God and the purposes for which
we were created.  We have not derailed the destiny of God in our life.  Sometimes we take
the long way, but we haven’t derailed his purpose and his mission for our life.

Where there’s a pulse, there’s still a purpose - and a promise. God’s heart for you - his desire
for you - is to fulfill what you were called to do - to find your lane and run in it.  Our prayer
should be, “Father, You created me for this.  You designed me for this.  I’m running in my lane.
I’m fulfilling my call.” It’s a powerful thing to be confident in God - not in ourselves, but
confident in what God’s called us to do.

Some of us might feel like Sarah - like we’ve made a mistake.  The fact is, God didn’t, in
the face of disobedience, take away the promise and the blessing, even though there are
natural and logical consequences in this world.  God completely and utterly forgave Sarah.
However, Sarah produced an Ishmael, because she didn’t trust God.  She didn’t wait on God.
She obviously didn’t trust her husband to hear God.  An Ishmael was produced and became
the enemy of Isaac, to this day.  The natural and logical consequence of Sarah getting out
ahead of God was enmity against God’s people forever on this earth.



There are two extremes in life.  Some people live by “paralysis of analysis”. They can’t ever
make a decision because they never feel like they have enough information.  Others live
like this: “ready - fire - aim”. They get out ahead.  They don’t think things through, and as a
result can miss the mark.  What we struggle with in this life is knowing that God has spoken
and showed us something - maybe in a dream or prophetic word, something we just know
in our heart, or read in Scripture that spoke to us, and we know there’s a promise for something
in our life - but it’s not happening.

We have two extremes.  Through paralysis of analysis, we may never take a step towards
that dream, call, mission or purpose in our life, and we’ll stay stuck.  On the other hand,
there are some that are git-er-done - git-up-n-go - and they break things, produce Ishmaels,
and then spend a lot of time trying to fix things.  Somewhere in the middle is the road - and
God says, “If you’ll get on the road and follow Me, and walk in lockstep with Me, I will order
your steps and I will delight in the details of your life.”

Psalm 37:23 NLT
“The LORD directs the steps of the godly.  He delights in every detail of their lives.”

God’s just waiting.  But we enter into that by following the steps he’s ordered for us - staying out
of the bar-ditch on either side and saying, “Yes, Lord, when You move, I will move.  When
You turn to the left, I’ll go left, and when You turn to the right, I’ll go right. - and I don’t want
to produce an Ishmael by getting out ahead of You - but I also don’t want to sit still and never
get anything done.”  Somewhere in the road, he wants to order your steps, and to delight
in the details of your life.

In Hebrews chapter eleven - the Hall of Faith - God didn’t look back and hold against Sarah
the mistakes she’d made - and God isn’t looking at your life right now and holding against you
the mistakes you made.  It’s called Grace - and grace is not passive, it’s powerful.  It’s
God’s power - God’s strength.  It’s God’s ability, authority and favor on your life, to do what
you cannot, in and of yourself, do.  That’s Grace - not passive - and God’s grace is operative
in your life if you are in Christ...  are you in Christ?



Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come just as we are, and not as we should be - we trust You to take care

of our “should-be’s”.  Thank You for the privilege of looking at Sarah’s life and realizing that

she didn’t get it all exactly right.  She got ahead of You and tried to create something ahead

of Your time, which created a lot of problems, and yet Your promise was still there - because

that’s how Good You are - that’s how faithful You are - even when we are faith-less.  

Holy Spirit, show us what You want us to learn and take away from this lesson.  We trust You

to show us and talk with us in the days ahead.  Take this Word, touch and speak into our hearts,

and teach us to be patient in the waiting time.  When we want to go and make it happen,

give us the grace to instead hurry up and wait on You! 

Lord, fill our buckets to overflowing so we can go and leak out, making beautiful messes

everywhere we go.   And Lord, wherever we go, show us the “one person” that You want us

to speak to - to connect with - to minister Life to.   In Jesus’ name.   Amen


