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Series: For such a time as this 

“Taming Lions”
Daniel 6:1-28

Matthew 6:9-13 KJV
“After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.”

We are due for a spiritual awakening here in America.  “If it’s to be, it begins with me.”
We should be a revival looking for a place to break out.  We should be the renewal that
we’re praying for.  We should be the spiritual awakening that we’re contending for and beseeching
God for - where we live, work, and play - not just in church.

We have a very real enemy who would resist spiritual awakening in our time.  We’re contending
against the enemy for a breakthrough from God for revival and outpouring upon our land,
our nation, and the globe - especially right here upon Fredericksburg and our surrounding
communities.  We’re contending to fight the good fight of the faith - to get on the battlefield.
We have not missed our movement with God.  We’re here to grab the baton and run together
so we can advance the Kingdom and see revival come in our lifetime. “If it’s to be it begins
with us.”

Romans 15:4 NLT

“Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us.  And the Scriptures give us
hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled.”

We have these epic stories and events from the Old Testament in order to stir our hearts -
to encourage us that if God did it then, he can do it again today.  The God who spoke still speaks.
The God who moved still moves.  The God who worked miracles then still works miracles today.
Do we believe that?  The God who did all these things wants to do them today more than
we want him to.  When we get a taste of his goodness, we will want more.



God is majestic, glorious, and all-powerful - he’s El Shaddai - God of More Than Enough -
God Almighty. Some of us want to be hungry, but aren’t.  We can pray and ask the Lord to
increase our hunger, and he loves us enough to do it.  So ask him, “Increase my hunger.
I want more, God - I need more of You.”

Daniel 6:1-5 NLT

“Darius the Mede decided to divide the kingdom into 120 provinces, and he appointed a high
officer to rule over each province.  The king also chose Daniel and two others as administrators
to supervise the high officers and protect the king’s interests.  Daniel soon proved himself
more capable than all the other administrators and high officers. Because of Daniel’s great ability,
the king made plans to place him over the entire empire.

“Then the other administrators and high officers began searching for some fault in the way
Daniel was handling government affairs, but they couldn’t find anything to criticize or condemn.
He was faithful, always responsible, and completely trustworthy.  So they concluded, ‘Our only
chance of finding grounds for accusing Daniel will be in connection with the rules of his religion.’ ”

The enemy is always strategizing how to take us down. He does not like us - he hates us.
Why? - because we’re the object of God’s love and affection.  God created us because he
wanted relationship with us - to be a blessing to us and to bless us with relationship to one
another and with himself.

Daniel 6:6-10 NLT

“So the administrators and high officers went to the king and said, ‘Long live King Darius!
We are all in agreement—we administrators, officials, high officers, advisers, and governors
- that the king should make a law that will be strictly enforced. Give orders that for the next
thirty days any person who prays to anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your Majesty
- will be thrown into the den of lions.’

“ ‘And now, Your Majesty, issue and sign this law so it cannot be changed, an official law of
the Medes and Persians that cannot be revoked.’  So King Darius signed the law.  But when
Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and knelt down as usual in his
upstairs room, with its windows open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as
he had always done, giving thanks to his God.”



Without flinching, Daniel continued to pray as he had been doing.  How many of us would first
think about all the implications - how it could impact our family - our livelihood - our friends -
who might suffer because of a decision we made.  What would we do if we were at the end
of a rifle or spear or knife - threatened to renounce our faith or die or worse - to see our children,
parents or family tortured and killed because we refused to renounce our faith and our stand.
We need to think about this.  We will be called upon in various environments where we live,
work, and play to stand up for Jesus.  Make no mistake.

Matthew 7:14-16 NLT
“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden.  No one lights
a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives
light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see,
so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”

Daniel 6:11-20 NLT
“Then the officials went together to Daniel’s house and found him praying and asking for
God’s help. So they went straight to the king and reminded him about his law. ‘Did you not
sign a law that for the next thirty days any person who prays to anyone, divine or human -
except to you, Your Majesty - will be thrown into the den of lions?’

“ ‘Yes,’ the king replied, ‘that decision stands; it is an official law of the Medes and Persians
that cannot be revoked.’  “Then they told the king, ‘That man Daniel, one of the captives
from Judah, is ignoring you and your law. He still prays to his God three times a day.’  Hearing
this, the king was deeply troubled, and he tried to think of a way to save Daniel.  He spent
the rest of the day looking for a way to get Daniel out of this predicament.”

Daniel 6:15-20 NLT
“In the evening the men went together to the king and said, ‘Your Majesty, you know that
according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, no law that the king signs can be changed.’
So at last the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested and thrown into the den of lions.
The king said to him, ‘May your God, whom you serve so faithfully, rescue you.’  A stone
was brought and placed over the mouth of the den.  The king sealed the stone with his own
royal seal and the seals of his nobles, so that no one could rescue Daniel. 

“Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night fasting.  He refused his usual
entertainment and couldn’t sleep at all that night.  Very early the next morning, the king got
up and hurried out to the lions’ den.  When he got there, he called out in anguish, ‘Daniel,
servant of the living God!  Was your God, whom you serve so faithfully, able to rescue you
from the lions?’ ”



We don’t have to be afraid of losing anything, especially our lives.  We need to make up our
minds before the testing comes, and say to each other and our family, “If it ever comes to that,
whatever you do, do not deny Jesus, do not deny your faith.” To protect our family is a noble
calling, but it’s not our job - we participate with God to protect them - to pray for them.

Daniel 6:21-24 NLT

“Daniel answered, ‘Long live the king!  My God sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that
they would not hurt me, for I have been found innocent in his sight.  And I have not wronged
you, Your Majesty.’  The king was overjoyed and ordered that Daniel be lifted from the den.
Not a scratch was found on him, for he had trusted in his God.  Then the king gave orders
to arrest the men who had maliciously accused Daniel.  He had them thrown into the lions’ den,
along with their wives and children.  The lions leaped on them and tore them apart before
they even hit the floor of the den.”

God alone will have the last word.  He tells us to bless those who persecute us - pray for those
who despitefully use us.

Daniel 6:25-28 NLT

“Then King Darius sent this message to the people of every race and nation and language
throughout the world: ‘Peace and prosperity to you!  I decree that everyone throughout my
kingdom should tremble with fear before the God of Daniel.  For he is the living God, and
he will endure forever.  His kingdom will never be destroyed, and his rule will never end.
He rescues and saves his people; he performs miraculous signs and wonders in the heavens
and on earth.  He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.’  So Daniel prospered
during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.”

If we’re to see revival and spiritual awakening in our time, we have to be willing to tread into
deeper waters.  We can’t be content to stay in the shallows.  We have to, by faith, step out
into deeper water and say, “Father, here am I, send me - use me - call me.  What do You want
me to do?” It might just be a small adjustment in our life that leads us into a different place,
arena, or atmosphere where we can reflect and radiate the presence of God - where we can
take our leaky bucket and keep on leaking  ...He will delight in the details of our life.

Psalm 37:23 NLT

“The Lord directs the steps of the godly.  He delights in every detail of their lives.”



Prayer

Father, in Jesus’ name, we invite Your Presence.  Speak to the deepest places in our hearts,

and, like Daniel, let us be so secure in our walk with You - so secure in our relationship with You

- like a child who just trusts, and is wanting to bring joy and happiness to You, our Good Father -

not afraid - because we love You so much and want to run to You.  

Lord, we say Here am I, in a place of surrender - send me, and if things get bad and I am

called upon to stand - to disobey the wickedness of this world, that I will stand for my King.

Thank You for Daniel’s example of standing and staying the course - of running the race

when others didn’t.  May we have the courage, the tenacity, and the fire of Daniel.  Thank You

that You are the One who delivers and rescues - but even if not, we will not fall for the false idols

of this world.  We honor You, God.  In Jesus’ name.   Amen


