

(Virtual) Confirmation Camp 2020    Name:_______________________________________
Day 2:  Holy Baptism  (Pastor Anjanette)
REVIEW:
· Definition of a sacrament?
· What are the 2 sacraments?
· Why just TWO?
Baptism… the verb:      To baptize is…
· to __________________________________________________________.
· to __________________________________________________________.
· to __________________________________________________________.
· to __________________________________________________________.
· to __________________________________________________________.

HOLY BAPTISM – The Sacrament is set apart from the ordinary verb of “baptizing”.
7 images for baptism which the Bible (specifically the New Testament) gives us.
IMAGE #1  BAPTISM IS BEING FREED FROM THE _____________ OF _____AND __________.

Colossians 1:13  He (the Father) has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Galatians 4:8-11 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to beings that by nature are not gods.  Now, however, that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and beggarly elemental spirits?  How can you be enslaved to them again?   You are observing special days, and months, and seasons, and years.  I am afraid that my work for you may have been wasted.

Small Catechism, p 28

IMAGE #2   BAPTISM  IS A NEW ___________.

In John 3:1-6 we have the story of Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus.
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”  Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”  (born anew)  Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit.    What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.

In John 1:12-13 the gospel writer states, 
But to all who received him (Jesus) who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.”

Small Catechism, p 29-30	#3   “Clearly the water does not do it…”

IMAGE #3   BAPTISM IS ____________ / __________________.

1 Corinthians 12:12-13  Paul says, For just as the(human)  body is one and has many members and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.   For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greek, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

IMAGE #4   BAPTISM IS ______________ AND _________________.

In Romans 6:1-4 St. Paul says, 
What then are we to say?  Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?  By no means!  How can we who died to sin go on living in it?  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ  Jesus were baptized into his death?  Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Small Catechism,  p 30

Martin Luther once said that our problem is that the old Adam is such a good swimmer!  It’s hard to keep him drowned!

When we participate in public Confession and Forgiveness each Sunday morning at the beginning of worship, it is a reminder of this process of dying to sin and rising with Christ to newness of life.

“Baptism is the Old Adam’s funeral and the birth of the new you in Christ.”	Gerhard O.Forde   FREE TO BE p. 160.


IMAGE #5 BAPTISM  IS A _______________ AND ______________________.

Washing and cleansing with water (baptizing in the ordinary sense) was a part of Jesus’ life as a Jew.
+There were the normal kinds of washing (baptism) of face, hands and feet because of the dust in the dry climate.
+Good grooming demanded washing one’s face, hand or body with water (baptizing them) before anointing them with oil.
+Before eating the Jews thoroughly washed (baptized) their hands according to the tradition of the elders.  (Mark 7:1-23)
+They thoroughly washed (baptized) food which came from the market before eating it.
+Babies were washed with water (baptized) after birth.
+Bodies were washed with water (baptized) in preparation for burial.
+Clothes and eating utensils were washed (baptized) by pouring water upon them or by dipping them in water.

In addition to these Jews had to do many ritual washings (baptisms) in order to be ceremonially clean. 
+Priests and Levites washed (baptized) their clothes, hands, feet or entire bodies before coming to the altar and on other ceremonial occasions.
+They washed  (baptized) the legs and entrails of burnt offerings with water to remove the blood.
+Persons polluted with many kinds of uncleanness (like touching a dead body) had to wash (baptize) with water.
+Washing in the Old Testament was a metaphor for cleansing from sin. (Is. 1:16, 4:4)
+In Ps. 51:2 David pleads, “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.”
+Jesus refers to the Law of Purification in Mark 7:1-4

In regard to ceremonial uncleanness God provided rites of purification/washings (baptisms) by which they could be made clean.
	+Usually they consisted of three elements
a) a waiting period (beginning when the source of pollution ceased as when a discharge stopped running)
		b) a cleansing agent (fire, water, blood)
		c) a sacrifice of the type of the sin or guilt offering.

+All of these washings (baptisms) allowed them to acceptable and come before God.

In Titus 3:3-7 St. Paul says,
For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another.  BUT (note the contrast) when the goodness and loving kindness  of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

When Peter finished preaching on the Day of Pentecost, the residents of Jerusalem were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”  Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”


IMAGE #6   BAPTISM IS AN___________________.

The New Testament speaks of the gifts we receive in baptism as an inheritance from God.
1 Peter 1:3-5  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

In the baptismal liturgy the pastor marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized and says, Child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

In Ephesians 1:17-19 St. Paul says, I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.

God’s blessings are for the PRESENT and for the FUTURE.
 
IMAGE #7   BAPTISM AS A____________________.

In Galatians 3:37 St. Paul uses this imagery for baptism.   As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

Buildlng on this imagery of being clothed in Christ in Colossans 3:12-14 St. Paul writes, As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear with one another, and if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves  with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body.

Often the newly baptized wears a white gown or is given a white robe. This is also the symbolism of the pall that is put on the casket for a funeral.  +The Manual on the Liturgy  LBW, 1979 says, A white pall may be placed over the coffin to recall the white robe given in Baptism, the robe of Christ’s righteousness.


“Baptism is a one- time event but also an ongoing process.  We daily live in the promise of our baptism.”



When was your baptism (date) and where?

Who were your baptismal sponsors (godparents?)


[bookmark: _GoBack]Which of the 7 images was most meaningful for you to learn about?  Why?

