[bookmark: _GoBack]Confirmation Camp – Online Edition
7th Grade, Day 1 and 2 – Who is Martin Luther? 
Intro: Martin Luther was a monk, professor, and pastor in the 1500’s.  As far as monks go, Luther was a very good.  He followed the monastic rules better than most.  But the more Luther followed God’s rules, the more he wondered if he had done enough to satisfy God.  He also came to question some of the ways that the church in his day taught the faith, and raised money.  As Luther publically set out to reform the church from some of its unhelpful practices, he also began to translate and teach the scripture.  As he taught, his own eyes were opened to the riches of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  He began to hear Scripture say that his ability to be good enough, was never enough (tough news!).  But that Jesus’ perfection covered him anyway, and it covered all who hear his Word (including you).    
This was the lightning bolt that started the whole Reformation, which would alter the structure of the church and society in this world to this day.  In many ways, we are still a product of the Reformation.  As Lutherans, we still dig Luther’s insights into how we hear God’s commands and his promises.  And we still use his little study book, called the Small Catechism.
When Luther was called on to write a book of the Christian basics, he wrote this short book, meant for family devotions and memorization.  Though it is small, it packs a punch!  The Small Catechism includes teaching that even most adult Christians don’t fully understand.  About his own Catechism, Luther wrote: “I must still read and study the catechism daily, and yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a child and pupil of the catechism – and I also do so gladly.” (Luther’s Preface to the Large Catechism, The Book of Concord, Fortress Press, 2000, p 380.)
The Small Catechism includes sections on the 10 Commandments, The Apostle’s Creed, The Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, The Lord’s Supper, and Confession and Absolution (the keys)…some versions also include Luther’s Baptismal service and wedding service.  
Luther found, throughout his life and ministry that the peace and forgiveness of God was knowable only because he gave Jesus to die and be raised for us, so that we too might be raised from the dead.  And we only know of Jesus because of God’s Word.  It is God’s Word (the law and gospel found in scripture) that gives us life, and the promise of new life.







1. What is something you know about Martin Luther?

2. What is something about Martin Luther that you would like to know?


3. Look up Ephesians 2:8-10.  According to these verses, how are you saved?

4. What are the 3 Alones in the Lutheran tradition? (Saved by …….. alone, through ………. alone, by ………..alone.)


5. How did you first hear about Jesus?  Ask your parents what they remember about your baptism.

6. Ask your parents about how they learned about the Christian faith? What was confirmation like for them, if they went to confirmation?


7. What do you find most interesting about Martin Luther and the Lutheran Reformation? 

