
The definition of the word “nimble” is “quick 
and light in movement or action.” Nimble is 
synonymous with words like agile, sprightly, lively, 
dexterous, and deft. Over the past 15 months, 
many people have grown fond of the term “pivot” 
in response to all the adaptations and changes we 
have navigated in the challenges of a pandemic. 
To reorient ourselves in this time has meant 
pivoting in multiple directions. 

At Bethel, by the grace of God, I feel we have 
pivoted well. We have learned and adapted along 
the way with each twist and turn. However, as 
we look at the upcoming summer months of 
transitioning back to a “new normal,” I have grown 
fond of the word “nimble.” There is a lightness to 
this term, and it is how I hope we collectively view 
the opportunities of the future. Learning how to 
reengage as a congregation and as a community 
will take time and energy. 

Each of you will continue to play a vital part 
in shaping Bethel’s ministry as it unfolds with 
new opportunities to be together in worship 
and conversation. Through the work of the Holy 
Spirit and your giftedness, we can remain agile, 
sprightly, and dexterous. 

In the Apostle Paul’s second letter to the church in 
Corinth he writes, “So if anyone is in Christ there 
is a new creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new!” 

You can hear the 
excitement in these 
words. A nimble hope 
that when we are in 
Christ the potential for 
new life puts a spring 
in our step and a 
renewed vision for 
what is possible. 

As you discern your next 
steps in these coming 
months of reengagement 
to “new” life at Bethel, we 
pray that you will continue 
to make worship a high priority, 
whether online or in-person. 

In addition, we ask you to consider ways to 
reconnect with serving opportunities. We will need 
more people available to help us gather together 
again in worship, serving, and community-building. 
And we ask for your continued prayers as your 
pastors, staff, and leadership teams look for ways 
that Bethel can continue to live out 
its mission “to proclaim the 
Gospel, prepare our members 
for outreach and service, and 
minister to human need.” It is 
exciting to “see, what will 
become new!”

Dear Bethel Members and Friends:

Pastor Anjanette Bandel
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SermonSeriesSeries
Psalm 23  Psalm 23  

Our Post-Pandemic LiOur Post-Pandemic Liffee

Augsburg ConfessionAugsburg Confession

This beloved Psalm brings comfort and hope in all seasons.  By 
breaking this Psalm into four parts the sermon series will reflect on our 
shepherding God who offers us songs of comfort, gratitude and hope. 

Join us in worship this summer where each month will 
include a sermon series. They are as follows:

The disruption that the COVID 19 pandemic caused in every facet of our lives 
was unprecedented. With such a monumental upheaval, it is important to 
take time to mark the end of this era and move into a better future. In this 5 
week series, we’ll Recoil, Reflect, Recover, Renew, and Relaunch into our post 
pandemic world. 

This July we explore four major teachings from our Lutheran Confessions, and 
how they root our faith in Christ and free us in our daily lives today: The Trinity, 
Original Sin, Justification, and the Church. While these four foundations of our 
Christian faith were affirmed in 1530 in the Augsburg Confession, they continue 
to help breathe life into the Church today.   

June

August

July

A Song for Summer: 

The 5 Rs: 

Foundations Of Our Faith: 

Information

Covid-19

WorshipWorship
If you are ready, we invite you to come 
back for in-worship services. We are 
no longer asking for you to make 
a reservation. Thank you for your 
diligence in this request throughout the 
past year. COVID-19 safety guidelines 
based on instructions from the MN 
health department will be continuously 
analyzed by our reengagement task 
force. As always, we are grateful for the 
way in which you are mindful of the 
needs of others in this time of pandemic.

Saturdays 
6:00 pm (In-person worship)

Sunday 
9:00 am (In-person & Live-stream worship through our 
YouTube channel with ASL interpreter)

10:30 am – Drive-In Worship with Holy Communion:
     -1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: Traditional Liturgy        
     -2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 
      Service led by the Gate of Life Worship Team

Church office hours
8 am – 3 pm (Mon-Fri)
8:30 am – 12 pm (Sat)
8 am – 12 pm (Sun)

Information
       Thank you for continuing to follow the COVID-19 guidelines that Bethel has         Thank you for continuing to follow the COVID-19 guidelines that Bethel has  
      adopted.  Things have been changing rapidly and it may soon look more like       adopted.  Things have been changing rapidly and it may soon look more like 
pre-COVID days. If you still would like to receive a COVID-19 vaccination, there pre-COVID days. If you still would like to receive a COVID-19 vaccination, there 
are several options in the community. Vaccines are more readily available and are several options in the community. Vaccines are more readily available and 
individuals 12 years and over are eligible for the vaccine. Contact your primary individuals 12 years and over are eligible for the vaccine. Contact your primary 
provider, check the Olmsted County Public Health webpage for options, and check provider, check the Olmsted County Public Health webpage for options, and check 
with local pharmacies about availability.with local pharmacies about availability.

Contact Kathy Ferguson, RN, Parish Nurse (ferguson@bethellutheran.com) with Contact Kathy Ferguson, RN, Parish Nurse (ferguson@bethellutheran.com) with 
any questions about COVID-19 or the COVID-19 vaccine. any questions about COVID-19 or the COVID-19 vaccine. 
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anniversariesMember’s Milestone Year

Great Outdoors!

We need you!

Let ’s Enjoy the 
Yoga in the Courtyard: A 6-week 
yoga class will be held in the Bethel 
Courtyard on Mondays, June 7 
through July 12 from 6:00 – 6:45 pm. All 
experience levels are welcome. 

Bethel Bikers: The Bethel Bikers will be 
exploring city and area bike trails weekly 
on Tuesdays beginning Tuesday, June 
15 and concluding August 17. The rides 
will take place from 6:30 – 7:30 pm and 
will begin at various locations.

The following activities are available this summer:

Contact Kathy Ferguson, RN, Parish Nurse (ferguson@bethellutheran.com) for more 
information or to sign up. 

Bethel Walking Group: The Bethel 
Walking Group will take a weekly walk 
in various areas throughout Rochester. 
Walks will be approximately 1 hour and all 
walkers are welcome. Time and dates to 
be determined. 

Bethel Hiking Group: The Bethel Hikers 
will take a monthly hike in locations in 
and around Rochester. The hikes will be 
approximately 2 hours in length. Time and 
dates to be determined. 

Bethel Lutheran Church has over 4,200 
members that call our church “home”. 
The heart of our church is Jesus Christ and 
you are what make up the body of Christ.  
Your membership at Bethel is what makes a 
church!  Your faithful attendance to services 
each week, your volunteering and giving of 
your time, talents and financial gifts to Bethel. 
 
We are so grateful for our members at Bethel 
Lutheran Church. Starting this year, quarterly 
we will recognize Bethel members with 
milestone year anniversaries (10, 20....50, 55, 
60, 65, etc.). Individuals will be presented 
during our worship services on a Milestone 
Membership weekend each quarter 
throughout the year.  

Volunteering has been known to provide opportunities to meet new 
friends, feel happier and healthier and have a fulfilling life. After the year of 
restrictions due to the pandemic, summer is the perfect time to try out one 
of worship activities such as ushering, prep/cleanup for communion, serve 
communion, be a lector or be part of our music ministry. We need YOU! 
To find out how you can serve at Bethel, contact Sheri Kallembach, 
Member Coordinator at 507 288-6430, kallembach@bethellutheran.com, 
or visit our online volunteer guide book: bit.ly/bethelvolunteering

On April 10-11, 63 members were 
recognized as having milestone 
year anniversaries for the first 
quarter, Jan-March of 2021. We 
thank these members for their 
faithful and active membership 
at Bethel! 

As we continue to grow as the Body 
of Christ at Bethel Lutheran Church, 
we praise God for your partnership in 
ministry. You are a beloved Child of 
God. We hope this recognition is an 
important reminder of how valued 
you are to our church family. 

Summer is almost upon us - try something new!Summer is almost upon us - try something new!



In light of the year we’ve experienced together, 
with masks and at a distance, you may have 
wondered what this world, or at least our lives 
were coming to. COVID has been a dramatic 
disruption in so many ways, but it has not 
diminished our need to hear God’s Word together. 

In the third verse of “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” 
Martin Luther writes: “Though hordes of devils fill 
the land all threat’ning to devour us, we tremble 
not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow’r us.  
Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we’ll engage! 
His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgement must 
prevail!  One little word subdues him.”  
I am not sure if you ever equated the Corona Virus 
with “hordes of devils” or not, but the fear of them 
“filling the land” has certainly found an unwelcome 
place in our conscience for the past year, which 
is exactly where the devil wants all of our fears 
to reside. Yet this is not the will of Christ for you. 
And Luther, in his wonderful Gospel-informed 
perspective, observes that God’s judgement shall 
prevail, and it is “one little word,” which subdues all 
for the forces of evil in this world and in our lives.  

Our need to hear this Word of God has not 
diminished, but perhaps increased. And finally 
in the spring of 2021, thanks to vaccinations and 
to the work and care of many, we are beginning 
to be able to dream and plan for how we as 
the people of Bethel will be able to come back 
together in-person, to hear and digest the Word of 
God through bible study and fellowship.  

As of May 5, our Wednesday 10 am bible study 
has begun to meet in person, with masks and 
physical distancing, in the chapel. This bible 
study looks at the scripture texts for the upcoming 

There is never a “good” time to plan a funeral but getting your things in good 
order in advance of your death can be a great gift for your family in their 
experience of grief. Join Pastor Anjanette for either an in-person or Zoom class 
giving an overview on funeral planning and time for conversation around the 
Lutheran liturgy for funeral/memorial services and things that are helpful for 
your loved ones at the time of your death. Please register for the in-person 
class http://bit.ly/funeralclassjune2021 or the Zoom class 
http://bit.ly/funeralclassjune2021zoom. The class will be one hour in length.

Tuesday, June 1st at 9 am In-Person or 7 pm Via Zoom

Summer and Beyond...Bible Study Plans for this

worship services on Saturday and Sunday, 
and we will plan to continue meeting in-person 
each Wednesday. Please join us!

Also in the works is a Bible Study Series that 
will meet for a 10-week session in the fall, 
a 10-week session in the winter/spring, and 
then for 5-6 weeks throughout the summer. 
Together we will study a book from the OT 
in the fall, a book from the NT in the winter/
spring, and something from our Lutheran 
Confessions in the summer.  We will be 
starting up our first session this summer, 
revisiting the Augsburg Confession on select 
Wednesday Evenings at 6 pm, starting on 
June 9. I would love to be able to offer these 
sessions at other times in the week if there 
is demand. Please join us or let me know of 
another time that might be better for you!

Many of you also gather on your own for bible 
study, which I commend and support, whether 
that be through Bethel Women’s Circles, or 
other small groups of mutual conversation. 
I will continue to be working on expanding 
opportunities to gather around God’s Word 
as we look to the fall. While we may be 
surrounded by the fears of this old world, even 
more are you taken captive by the “one little 
Word” of Jesus Christ, which says: “you 
are forgiven….you are mine.” 
I am looking forward to 
joining you in exploring 
this Word together 
in-person this summer 
and beyond! 

Pastor Jason burggraff

How to Plan Your Funeral
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Lawn Chair Learning is a summer “book study” opportunity that will 
meet once a month in June, July, and August. Sponsored by the 
Bethel Anti-Racism Team, the monthly gatherings will be centered 
around the book “A Good Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota”.

While participants are welcome to read the entirety of the 
anthology of essays published in 2016 and selected last summer 
as the One Book One Minnesota program, each month’s gathering 
will lift up a specific story in the book to center discussion. The 
following dates will allow two opportunities to gather either at 
9 am or at 7 pm at the Bethel Columbarium. Bring a lawn chair and 
a desire to learn and engage in conversation. Dates are Tuesday, 
June 8, July 20, and August 3rd. Pastor Anjanette Bandel will 
facilitate the discussion. 

Please register in advance if you plan to attend by calling our 
church office or registering online (sign up links will be available 
through Bethel Connect, our eNews, and Facebook page 2 weeks 
prior to each event). Once registered, the essay to be discussed 
will be mailed to you in advance of each gathering and news 
about special guests with racially diverse backgrounds that will 
join us like Pastor Nate Luong and Jerry Locula.

After the 10:30 am service led by the Gate of Life worship team, 
please join us for a Gate of Life fellowship gathering! 
More details to come.

Save the Date
Save the Date

for these events:

Sunday,  July 25th

August 3 & 4

Lawn chair learning
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Our Rochester Mission Trip initiative provides 
opportunities to serve others here in 
Rochester!  Plans are being made to provide 
work opportunities on site, at Bethel, and at 
home projects. Please plan on volunteering!



Bethel’s Children, Youth, and Family Ministry are excited to see more of YOU this 
summer!  We have activities planned for each month this summer.  

We are working to have some safe and fun outdoor activities starting with a 
Movie Night in June and ending with a kickoff to a new school year where we will 

welcome Kelsie Watkins our new Youth Director!
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CYF Summer Activities @ CYF Summer Activities @ 
Bethel

Bethel
Confirmation  Days  at 

Our 7th and 8th grade confirmation students will 
join us for our traditional confirmation camp done 
in a creative way this year! On Sunday the GEV 
camp counselors will meet all of us at Bethel for 
camp style Worship with students and parents 
and to kick off our special camp days! 

In July of 2021, youth from Bethel will travel to Christikon Lutheran Bible 
Camp in the mountains of Southwestern Montana. Situated in the 
Beartooth/Absaroka Mountains, just north of Yellowstone, Christikon 
has served as an important place in the lives of many youth since 1951. 
While there, our youth will have the opportunity to hike in the mountains, 
worship, and share in fellowship with others from around the country. 

While this is not a “mission trip”, it is an important event in the 
development of faith. Service or mission trips offer people the 

opportunity to live out one’s faith by serving others. Adventure trips 
on the other hand allow the participant the chance to learn about their 

own strength, courage, and relationship with God in the midst of creation.
Often times, getting out of the whirlwind of normal life is exactly what is needed 
to be able to see God at work. This is a tremendous opportunity for our youth, 
and we thank the entire congregation for their prayers and support. For more 
information, please contact Pastor Nate.

July 12-14 with a Camp Kick Off
on July 11th at Bethel! 

On Monday and Tuesday each grade will 
be bused from Bethel and have their own 
day at camp with the Bethel staff. Pastors 
and staff will lead lessons and fun activities 
until the GEV counselors take over at 5:00 
pm to guide our students in preparing an 
outdoor meal. 

On Wednesday both grades will attend 
together and enjoy activities like canoeing 
and creek splashing! Each evening will 
end with fireside Worship and music! We 
can’t wait to share this special time with 
our confirmation students this year!  
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• Easy access to registration events.
• Updates through our newsfeed regarding     
   Bethel’s vibrant ministry.
• Effective ways to implement electronic giving.
• Quick access to ministry groups.
• Information about serving opportunities.

Details are in the works 
but plan to join us for 
a family friendly movie 
night. It will either be 
a drive in or courtyard 
movie in the evening.

Tentative plans are in the works 
for August where we will come 
together for some fun on the 
Farm!  We won’t be able to have 
a potluck this year, but we will 
have a joyful time together on 
the beautiful Gorder farm.  More 
information will be shared later. 

We are planning a fun 
gathering in our Bethel 
courtyard after church on 
Sunday to welcome our new High School 
Youth Director, Kelsie and to also welcome 
all of our students back to Bethel for our 
youth programs! We haven’t finalized the 
plans yet for this party but you can expect 
some games, music and fun!  Expect more 
details as we get closer to August!  

Kelsie!

Welcome Back
& Welcome

August 29

Children’s Ministry is busy figuring out the details for Treasured 
VBS. It will be July 26-29. We’ll spend time outside and have 
groups that stay together in limited spaces. It might look different 
from previous years BUT it’ll be filled with FUN, FRIENDS, and 
JESUS!  We need volunteers to pull this off, so let Susan Larson 
know if you would like to show our kids that they are TREASURED 
by God and their church family!  Watch for registration information 
in the E-news and our website.

vbs
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Join Our Online
CHURCH COMMUNITY!
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In observance of the Fourth of July holiday which 
happens to fall on a Sunday this year, we will be 
adding some fun Patriotic selections to both the 
Saturday evening and Sunday morning services. 
Selections will include a few piano/organ duets 
and a very special piece by Caroline Worra.  
Help us commemorate this special holiday by 
attending or tuning in on Saturday/Sunday, 
July 3/4.  We hope to see you there!

Mark your calendars! Our Minister 
of Music & Worship, Brock Besse 
will be assembling some talented 
folks from in and around Rochester 
for two summer evening mini-
concerts in the courtyard. Tuesday, 
June 29 at 6:30 pm and Tuesday, 
July 13 at 6:30 pm are the selected 
dates. More details to come!

With the arrival of Summer comes the opportunity for various instrumentalists and 
vocalists to share their God-given talent with the congregation. Summer music is a 
great way to share the Word of God through song while helping to enhance each 
worship service. Solos, duets, trios, quartets, and small ensembles are all welcome. 
If you wish to participate but don’t know what to sing or play, feel free to reach out to 
Brock Besse at (507) 288-6430 or besse@bethellutheran.com; he will help you find the 
right selection(s). Our calendar is wide open for anyone wishing to participate. Opportunities 
to provide musical offerings include Saturday evening at 6 pm and Sunday mornings at 9 am. 
The possibilities are endless and all are encouraged to participate in making a joyful noise unto 
the Lord.  We look forward to hearing from you!

Fourth of

music

Mini-Concerts

MUSIC @ MUSIC @Bethel Bethel
Courtyard 

Summer

July!


