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God's Word Fulfilled
In the past years the opportunity to commit to
subscription services has extended far beyond
ordering magazines. Now most of the viewed
television in American households is delivered via
subscription services like Netflix, Hulu, or Disney+.
From clothes to meal prep boxes, Americans love
subscription services. Certainly the pandemic
contributed to the increase in this popularity.
According to an article in the Washington Post from
June 1,2021, it is estimated that households spend
a minimum of $145/ month or average 10 or more
subscriptions to things like streaming services,
razors, socks, restaurants, and car washes.
A year ago, when I began as Bethel’s Lead Pastor,
my husband gifted me with a subscription box
called “Consecrate.” Developed by a pastor
colleague and friend, Consecrate Subscription
Boxes are created and curated exclusively
for ministers. They are sent monthly with a
correspondence to the church season. On her
website for this product she says, “It is ‘happy mail’
each month for pastors!” And, indeed it has been
a great joy! Prior to the sending of each box my
husband receives a notice that the payment and
contents are fulfilled and on its way to the recipient.
Each month I anticipate the arrival of this gift box
with treasures inside that I’ve used for ministry or
just enjoyed for my own rest or renewal.
Our Advent theme this year will incorporate four
weeks of anticipation of God’s word fulfilled
in the gift of Jesus Christ. As humans we are
all searching for fulfillment in life be it through
relationships, work, or entertainment. Ideally
our faith life is what offers us the truest sense of
fulfillment as we gather for worship, receive the
sacraments, hear God’s Word proclaimed, and
become messengers of that Good News!

For many, Advent and
Christmas is a favorite time of
year to worship because of the
beauty of the sanctuary, the
music, and the excitement
around celebrating the birth
of Jesus once again. It is
a time to be fulfilled in a
season of busyness with
a message that remains
true all year long. Christ
was born for you!
Last year the pandemic
meant Bethel had creative
opportunities to celebrate Christmas through
Drive-In worship services, a specially prepared
Christmas worship video, and a memorable (and
COLD!) Christmas Eve Candlelight service in the
parking lot. Ideally, this year things will return to
“normal” and we will be able to gather again in the
sanctuary for Advent, Christmas Eve, and Christmas
Day worship. I don’t know about you, but I am
anticipating this return with great enthusiasm and
joy. I look forward to seeing you in worship, too.
No subscription necessary! God’s
greatest gift is fulfilled in Christ and
delivered to you freely every day
through the Holy Spirit. Advent
and Christmas joy be yours!
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Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of all the promises God has made, from the dawning of
creation through today, all the way to God’s Kingdom in Heaven. In Advent we hear
the Word of Christ as prophecy in the Old Testament and then as a Word fulfilled in the
Gospel accounts of Jesus and his birth. Join us as we anticipate together the coming
of Christ into the world, with weekly themes of:
• Nov. 28
• Dec. 12

“The Righteous Branch”
“He Has Become My Salvation”

• Dec. 5
• Dec. 19

“The Level Road”
“He Shall Feed His Flock”

God’s Word is fulfilled in the coming of Jesus Christ -- let us worship and give thanks
together this Advent season!
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As in previous years, the Devotional Ministry Team is putting together an Advent
Devotional booklet to distribute to interested Bethel members and friends. The
booklets will be distributed in time for the first day of Advent, Nov. 28 and will
go through Epiphany, Jan. 6. The daily devotions will also be available online to
anyone who wishes. If you have received them via email in the past year, you will
automatically get them again this year. If you have not and would like to, simply
call the church office and ask to be included.
We are thankful for everyone who volunteered to submit devotions this year—
both long-time writers and first-year contributors. This project wouldn’t be
possible without your help and we do so appreciate it!
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Bethel’s Children’s Ministry is hosting an Advent Celebration for ALL AGES in the
Commons on Nov. 28th from 9:45 – 10:45 am. We will have 2 crafts to choose from
that can be made at church. In addition, the CYF Ministry is preparing 240 Advent @
Home Kits. They were well received by the congregation last year that we want to
do it again! We will hand them out in the Commons on Nov. 28th from 9:45 – 10:45
am during the Advent Celebration. Limit of 1 Kit per family. Kits will also be available
in the office as long as supplies last. You’ll find a variety of items in the kit to help you
prepare for Jesus’s birth. There’s something for everyone!

Sunday School

Christmas

Celebration

Dec. 19th
We are working on
plans that include all our
children in celebrating
the Birth of Jesus. It’s too
soon to have our kids
gather in the sanctuary
to sing in a large group.
The exciting part is that
we will celebrate in a
fun, creative way in the
afternoon of Dec. 19th.
Watch the e-News for
more information.
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Advent Service Day for Bethel’s

Middle School and High School Youth
On Sunday, Dec. 12th our Bethel Youth will be creating
Christmas cards and ornaments during Sunday morning
classes. We are asking for donations of individually
wrapped, store bought, Christmas cookies and candies that our youth will
assemble to go along with the Christmas cards and a Poinsettia. These
thoughtful Christmas packages will be delivered to our Bethel homebound
members to brighten their Holidays and remind them that their Bethel family
loves them! This traditional service day has been a highlight for many of our
youth over the years with as many as 70 students participating over the 2
class sessions.

Travel to the Holy Land of Israel
Join us as we travel to the Holy Land next year! While in the cities and
countryside of Israel, the bible comes alive with the names and events
we have been hearing about all our lives. Pastor Jason and his wife Erin
will be leading a locally guided tour from Bethel, Nov. 9-18, 2022 and invite
you to consider travelling with us. For more information about the trip and
registration, please contact Pastor Jason: Burggraff@bethellutheran.com.
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“By wisdom a house is built, and by
understanding it is established; And by
knowledge the rooms are gilled with all
precious and pleasant riches.” – Proverbs 24:3-4
Progress continues to be made on the Rebuild,
Restore, Renew project to repair the damaged
stucco and windows and provide an updated,
cohesive look to our existing structure. We are
grateful for the good work of the Bethel Properties
Team in overseeing this important initiative.
Our church building is one of our greatest assets
and its maintenance is of a high priority so that
we may be a place of hospitality, hope and
proclamation of the grace of Jesus Christ for the
community of Rochester.
As a reminder, 2020 surplus dollars were set
aside in anticipation of providing a foundation of
funding for this project. To avoid taking out a large
loan for the remaining amount we are seeking the
congregation’s help for funding. Please consider
a donation to help offset the cost of this project.
Gifts of all amounts are welcomed.
Donations by cash, check, or online accepted.
Please put in memo line “3R Project.”
Online donations can be made at
www.bit.ly/bethelgiveonline.
Please continue to watch for updates on
this project in the e-news and social media
platforms. Thank you for your steadfast support
and consideration of this need. We look
forward to continuing our important work to the
congregation, community, and world.
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Bethel Lutheran’s

Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 30th @ 12 pm (In person)

Tea

Christmas
Team fundraiser

The Bethel Christmas
Tea has been
postponed until
December 3, 2022 due
to COVID restrictions...
but the “Chari-Tea”
fundraiser is happening
now. Bethel Christmas
Tea team is again hosting
a “Chari-Tea” and requesting your monetary help
for the five missions the Christmas Tea team has
chosen to support this year. The missions are :
Channel One, Community Food Response (CFR),
Jeremiah Program, Latin American Lutheran
Mission, and The Landing.
Our goal this is year is $5000. The “Chari-Tea” ends
December 1, 2021. Monetary donations may be left
in the office, please designate “Bethel Christmas
Tea team, please provide your name and phone
number with the donation. Online donations can
be made at www.bit.ly/chari-tea2021 or by texting
“BETHELGIVES” to 73256 (select “Chari-Tea” fund).
Any donation $25 or more will receive a Thank you
goodie bag!

THANK

You!

We hope you have enjoyed coming alongside
us this fall as we journeyed “Back to the
Future!” Thank you to all that responded with
commitments to our 2022 Stewardship Campaign.
It is never too late to let us know your intentions to
commit financially to the mission and ministry of
Bethel. If you have yet to make your commitment,
we ask that you prayerfully consider how your gifts
might impact the work we continue to do.
Your gifts are as important as ever in this season.
If you wish to make an end of year gift, please
have that to the office by December 31st. You
can also give through our website, www.bit.ly/
bethelgiveonline or text “BETHELGIVES”
to 73256. Your support is a blessing to our
ministries and God’s work through us.
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&Christmas Services

For more information about Bethel events, please visit
www.bethellutheran.com/calendar-events
Four weekends of Advent
Nov. 27/28 | Dec. 4/5 | Dec. 11/12 | Dec. 18/19
• Saturdays: 6 pm (In-person worship)
• Sundays: 9* am & 10:30 am (Traditional Liturgy)
10:10 am Gate of Life (Contemporary Service)
*9 am in-person worship offers an ASL interpreter
and is Live-streamed through our YouTube channel
Videos of our services are posted on our
website to be viewed at any time:
www.bethellutheran.com/worshiponline
Christmas Eve
12/24: 3, 4:30, & 6 pm | Candlelight Worship: 11 pm

Christmas
Concert
			

Bethel’s Music
Department celebrates
the Christmas Season by presenting a free concert
on Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at 6:30 pm
in the Bethel Sanctuary. Everyone is invited to
attend and celebrate the music of Christmas with
the Chancel Choir, Blessings, Sing For Joy, Bethel
Ringers, Bethel Brass and other various individuals
sharing musical offerings.
Please come and support the dedicated and
talented volunteers who give of their time to share
the Love of God through song each week.

Christmas Day
12/25 - Worship with Communion | 10 am
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