


“Thank The Lord”
Thanksgiving Eve Service

Prelude          “Thankful Hearts”                Brock A. Besse, Piano 
Greeting  
Opening Hymn    “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”           ELW 693
Thanksgiving Litany

P:  Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 
C:  God’s love is everlasting. 
P:  Come, let us praise God joyfully. 
C:  Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
P:  For the good world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome;   
 for seen and unseen splendors; 
C:  We thank you, Lord God. 
P:  For human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for com-  
 mon hopes and hardships shared from birth until our dying; 
C:  We thank you, Lord God. 
P:  For work to do and strength to work; for the comradeship of labor; for   
 exchanges of good humor and encouragement; 
C:  We thank you, Lord God. 
P:  For marriage; for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; for mutual   
 forgiveness and burdens shared; for secrets kept in love; 
C:  We thank you, Lord God. 
P:  For family; for living together and eating together; for family amusements  
 and family pleasures; 
C:  We thank you, Lord God. 
P:  For children; for their energy and curiosity; for their brave play and   
 startling frankness; for their sudden sympathies; 
C:  We thank you, Lord God. 
P:  For the young; for their high hopes; for their irreverence toward worn-  
 out values; for their search for freedom; for their solemn vows; 
C:  We thank you, Lord God. 
P:  For growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by experi-  
 ence; for rest in leisure; and for time made precious by its passing; 
C:  We thank you, Lord God. 
P:  For your help in times of doubt and sorrow; for healing our diseases;   
 for preserving us in temptation and danger; 
C:  We thank you, Lord God. 
P:  For the church into which we have been called; for the good news we   
 receive by Word and Sacrament; for our life together in the Lord; 



C:  We praise you, Lord God. 
P:  For your Holy Spirit, who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith   
 and love; who prays in us and prompts our grateful worship; 
C:  We praise you, Lord God. 
P:  Above all, 0 God, for your Son Jesus Christ, who lived and died and lives  
 again for our salvation; for our hope in him; and for the joy of serving him;
C:  We thank and praise you, Eternal God, for all your goodness to us. 
P:  Give thanks to the Lord, who is good. 
C:  God’s love is everlasting.

Prayer of the Day
Hymn of Praise      “Praise & Thanksgiving”            ELW 689
Children’s Word          Sitting at the Big People’s Table
Musical Offering       “Blessings”                 Brenda Szuberski 
Scripture Readings      Psalm 126 

Psalm 145: 1-9; 21 
Gospel     Luke 17:11-19
Hymn of Praise           “Now Thank We All Our God”                ELW 840     
Sermon                                    Can’t Stay Away
Hymn of the Day     “Count Your Blessings”          on screen
Gathering of Gifts           “Thankful”        Brenda Szuberski
Prayers
   P: Lord of our salvation, we give you thanks and praise for the countless   
 blessings we receive from your hand, the blessings of home and family,  
 food and shelter, work and friends.
   C: Teach us to be truly thankful, not only on this day, but every day.
   P: Lord of our salvation, we give you thanks and praise for defeating our   
 enemies of sin, death and the devil and bringing us safely into 
 your kingdom.
   C: Help us to speak freely of your love for us and of the forgiveness and  
 salvation we have in your name.
   P: Lord of our salvation, we pray for those who find it difficult to give thanks,  
 those who are surrounded by illness and worry, by fear and guilt, 
 especially for… and for all those we name in our hearts.
   C: Give us opportunities to show our gratitude to you by serving those   
 who need to experience your love through our comfort and help.
   P: Lord of our salvation, teach us to sing with all the saints: “The Lord is my  
 strength and my song, and he has become my salvation!”
   C: Thank the Lord! Amen.    



Lord’s Prayer               
Benediction
   P The Lord of all goodness bless you and keep you. The Lord pour his 
 riches upon you and grant you his plenteous presence. The Lord be 
 gracious unto you and look upon you with favor. The Lord fill you with   
 abundant bounty and grant you    peace.
   C Amen.
Closing Hymn          “Sing to the Lord of Harvest”          ELW 694 

Postlude              “Thanksgiving Fantasia”         Brock A. Besse, Organ

Worship Participants
   Preaching Pastor: Rev. Linda Helberg                      

Lector: Sue Christian 
Pianist & Organist | Minister of Music & Worship: Brock A. Besse

Thanksgiving Eve Offerings

This year, the offerings from our Thanksgiving Eve Service will be split to support the 
following organizations:

Family Service Rochester’s “FSR Fresh Program”
Family Service Rochester’s “FSR Fresh” delivers fresh food to a recipient’s door 
between 11 am - 1:30 pm Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Deliveries include 
perishables like fresh fruit, vegetables, meat, fish, dairy, salads, and bread that 
have been donated from area stores and restaurants. There is a cost to recipients 
of a $10.00 delivery fee but the program appreciates support in supplementing 
transportation costs.  For more information, please call (507) 287-2010.

ELCA World Hunger
Working with and through congregations in the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands Lutheran churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is 
uniquely positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, 
water wells to animal husbandry, community meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA 
World Hunger make it possible for the ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable 
solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty. For more information, visit 
www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger.
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